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National Policy is the most prodij^ious alioinination tliiit ever
eorscd the rartli

; that no fanner can look at it niid live ; tlint

it carrifs in its train all spt'cios (.f diiv nilainitics, from tlif

weevil to tlio Asiatic Clioieni ; and tliat our dear Dominion is

reduced to the woeful condition of those attlicted countries
where "there is nobody living, and there is a iimeral everyday."

Besieged liy such conHictinj,^ and extravagant ojinions. wluit

are the poor farmers to do ' In such a case, there is one
authority to which we nnist appeal. It is within the reach (.f

us all, and it is infaliible as far as it goes. What is it ! Simplv
oxir otcn expt'rience. This is a teacher that seldom deceives.

If a farmer wislies to know what are the eti'ects of any policy,

or political line of action, upon his calling, his circiniistances-

his very living, in fact—his (jwn silent experience will explain
it to him more clearly and correctly than any power of lungs or
langiiage. If he wants to find out how it affects the fisliing

industry, let him consult the Hsherman, whose experienct can
tell. To ascertain the hearings of the same policy on our minim,'
interests, we must talk to the practical miner, who will give
the answer of experience.

lam quite aware that, now and anon, new movements will
be ,set on foot, and great popular Reforms agitated, which nuiy
be foreign to our experience. In that event, we should ca-<t

about and see if any other country, under somewhat similar
condition?, has had experience from which we can boirow a
les.son. If we find no experience to fall back upon, we can only
endeavor to learn all we can from other sources, such as Official

Records
;
the Independent and mod(;rate Press • politiciatis of

character and mature views
; men of education and standing,

not in politics
; and, generally, all the acknowledged lea.lers of

thought. We must be careful not to postpone our efforts to
gain information until an election is coming off. AVhen the
country is calm and quiet, when there is no excitement, conten-
tion or party strife to cloud and confu.se our judgment, that is

the time for us to inciuire into, analyse, and study tJie nature,
color and condition of our political concerns.


