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Tom Landrigan kept a canteen, and bought goods and naval supplies 
stolen by soldiers from the old Red Store. He was found guilty with 
the others, and sentenced to be hung. It cost my father a large sum of 
money to get Tom clear. He was married to my sister.

One day I went up to the crickét ground and saw something round 
rolled in a handkerchief, which was lying in the snow, and which the 
foxes had been playing with. When 1 unrolled it, the ghastly features 
of a man looked up at me. It was such a horrible sight that I started 
home on the run and told my father. He went up to investigate, and 
found it was the head of a drunken soldier, who had cut his throat while 
in delirium tremens at Mundy’s canteen, and had been buried near the 
cricket ground. Dr. Nevison, surgeon of the 15th Regiment, had said 
in a joke, in the hearing of two soldiers, that he would like to have the 
soldier’s head. They got it, presented it to him, when he refused it, 
horrified. They took it back and threw it on the ground, instead of 
burying it with the body, and it was kicked about in the way I mention 
for some time. One of the two soldiers afterwards went insane, and the 
other cut his thumb and died of blood-poisoning in Toronto. The names 
of the two soldiers were Tom Taylor and John Mdler.

I remember seeing a big cannon and several anchors standing near 
the old Red Store, the depot of naval supplies, but I don’t know what 
became of them. I remember the sale of the old gun-boats at public 
auction by the Government, together with the naval stores and military 
supplies. One of the old gunboats sunk in the harbor, the Tecumseth, 
nearest the old naval depot, is said to have a cannon in her hold. I knew 
Capt. T. G. Anderson, Indian Agent and Customs Officer at Manitoulin 
Island. The 84th Regiment, Col. Osborne West, Commandant, was the 
last regiment stationed at Penetanguishene. Captain Yates, in the same 
regiment, was dissipated and got into debt. He was obliged to sell his 
commission, and finally left for Toronto. St. Onge dit La Tard, Chev­
rette, Royer, Coté, Cadieux, Desaulniera, Lacourse, Lepine, Lacroix, 
Rushloe (Rochelieu or Richelieu ?), Precourt, Desmaisons and Fleury, a 
Spaniard, all came from Drummond Island. Altogether (in Louie’s opin­
ion) about one hundred families came.

MICHAEL LAHATTE.

Michael Labatte, a typical French-Canadian voyageur, lives on an 
island in Victoria Harbor (Hogg Ray). His family history and descent 
is an interesting one. He claims over one quarter Indian blood, but the 
aboriginal element in his nature is most unmistakably marked. His


