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So far Greenwood, the “hearty friend of America,” as 
Captain Libby calls him, had managed to escape being ground 
between the upper and nether mill-stones of the hostile 
forces, but soon he was to suffer not from “theenemy,” but 
from the Americans whom he had consistently befriended.

Early on the morning of the twentieth of August, 1779, 
the fishing hamlet at Ragged Islands was surprised by 
American privateersmen from Coaxset. They had made the 
journey of four hundred miles in three open whale-boats. 
After setting a guard on the houses, “they wenta-robbing,” 
as the injured ones testified. Nineteen quintals of codfish, 
four barrels of salt, three salmon nets, sixty pounds of butter, 
one green hide, six dressed skins, and some cheese were part 
of the loot. The people of Ragged Islands felt aggrieved. 
They had helped three or four hundred prisoners “up" along 
to America,” and concealed privateers and even prizes from 
the British cruisers. After sacking Ragged Islands, the 
whalers went to Barrington and despoiled Greenwood of the 
faithful Sally. He followed up the robbers, but apparently 
never got redress.

In September of the same year, this humble patriot was 
loading a vessel at Barrington with the property of Mr. John 
Pitts of Boston, when an armed boat from Rhode Island 
entered the harbour, cut the vessels adrift and proceeded to 
rifle the store-house of Mr. John Pitts’s valuable goods. 
Apparently, in consequence of this outrage, Greenwood did 
not get to Boston until December. In that month, thanks 
to the protection of the great Mr. Pitts, he obtained permission 
to purchase twenty-five bushels of rye and twenty-five bushels 
of Indian corn for the support of his family (he was a married 
man with young children) and other distressed persons at 
Barrington. He also obtained a “protection” against Amer
ican armed vessels, and he seems to have intended returning, 
bag and baggage, to his native state of Massachusetts in the 
following spring. He had brought his vessel across single- 
handed, but now he asked for the loan of a boy out of the 
prison-ship at Boston to help him work her back to Barring-


