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HuHt is not only r.'grtrJiiifir the si/' '•; tho lukf tliut we liav<' had
miHlt>&(liui; rt'portN ; tin* iliinatf tiiul cupabilitii-Hdrtln' Louiitry huve bofn
tlie Nubjcct ol jn(ir»' mtIoum tni!«rt'pri>.st>iitati(iti, as you will hl'« by the

followiiii? i-xtraot irom u r.'j»ort ol'u (.•l.'bmti'd Fn-n. hiiiau named Aiidri

M.. Iiuud, wiiich apiiL>ar<-d in the bulletin ol the Auiericun (>e(>i;raphioal

Society in 18SS.

" In the neijyhborhood of llndHon Uay and the j^reut Luke °.

'.itituttitini

" the trt-es whii.h some di-jyrees furtlii-r south form the mihhs of the forest

" hiiVf almost eniir.-ly disappeared in tliis latitude in eonseqnemv of the
" severity of the winters an.l liie -teriliiy ol the soil.

" Tin coontry is cut up I.y thousands of lakes and covered with
*' enormoiis roeks [liled one on the to|) of the otiier, which are often car-

" p'ted with large lichens of .1 blaek eolor, and whieliinoreasetlie sombre
" aspeet of these desert uud almost uiiinhabitahle reu-ions.

It i> in ihe spaces bet .veea the roiks lliat one linds a fw pines
'* (pinus ruperlis) whieli attain an altitude of lliree f' -t, and even at this

small liei-jht sliow si>rns of deoav.

"However 1;V1 miles further smith this tree ai quires a better and
"stron<,'er jriowth, hut it never rises higher thanei-iht or ten f-et."

Mr. Miehaud (claims to h:ive v:one up to Mistassiiii rii Lake St. John
and dest-.'iided the Rupert river to within a short dista.ic' of .1 unes Uay
and r.turned by the same route. In the intere>t of the pn ice it is

time that such reports should cease.

I do not under-taud how any man could have made such a report
Certainly there are lots of spruce trees around lake Mislassini that
measure between one and two f.-et in diameter, and Mr Miller assured
me that he cut one tiiat measured lii feet in diameter on the &tump. Spruce
trees from one to two feet in diameter are found at intervals all the way
froiu lak • Mistassi li to James Bay.

In the environs of lik • Mistassini th' soil is good, but the season is

so short and subject to early frost that I do not think farming would
ev r succe.'d th.Te. Mr Miller raises good potatoes and cabbasres, etc. but
like most II IJ. C .'-i m mi his fjrt.' is not iu the agricultural liuj.


