
is also covered with sand or emery pupor. This is ofton not necessary but it i-* mi

insurance of success. If the soil does nut cnntaiti iilfalfa haeteria, then it is necojjsary

to treat the seed with 'he prepared alfalfa culture that is obtainable fruin the IMvi^ion

of Botany, Central ExiK'riniontal Farm, or tn treat with -nil from nii oUi alfalfa field.

If the i)repared culture i^ used, it can be ai'plii'd to the .seed by first nii.xiii^ with a

fiinall quantity of skim milk, then stirrin;; tliroiijili tin- si'cil in .sulHi'lcul nuaiitity to

moisten it. Sow at onw or let dry in the dark.

If soil is used in inoculatinR the alfalfa seed a (luantiiy of silty soil should he

secured and dried sufficiently under cover of darkness until it can be easily sifted free

of coarse particles. Om- quart ot soil is sufficient for ten pounds of seinl. Mi.\ the

seed and dry soil thorouj,'! y, then stir in just sufficient glue water to cause the soil

to adhi're to the alfalfa seed. The seed may be sown at once or sprei\d out to dry

in a darkeeed rocin. Remember, bright sunli^'ht will destroy the bacteria.

SEEDiro.

The 80wi:ijf of alfalfa seed under the same methods as are used in securing a

stand of timothy or clover has not been successful on Vancouver Island ami is not

advised. The seeding in rows at distai.ces apart to permit tillage has been 'ry

successful and is recommended. At the E.xperimental Station for Vancouver Island

various distances have been tested with the following results.

Average yearly yield of hay per acre:

Kows 12 inches apart.—Yield 8,465 ixDunds. Quality excellent, stems fine, erect

and easy to cut.

Rows 18 inches apart.—Yield 8,694 pounds. Quality excellent, stems fine, erect

and easy to cut.

Row- 24 inches apart.—Yield 9,347 pounds. Quality excellent, stems a little

coarser tl an 12 and 18-inch planting, erect and easy to cut.

Rows 30 inches apart.—Yield 10,471 pounds. Quality excellent, recumbent in

growth, diflBcult to cut, hay not so fine as that of the close seeding, foliage abundant.

Rows 36 inches apart.—Yield 8,155 pounds. Quality, first cut coarse, second cu;

exctllent, difficult to cut with mower.

Mass seeding, 48-inch strips.—Yield S 378 pound:^. Quality excellent, erect,

stems fine, foliage ahundant.

The results of the foregoing tests indicate that the most satisfactory returns

will be obtained from the 18 and 24-inch seedings. The yield was not as largo ,:s from

the 30-inch seeding, but the quality of the hay was suf'rior, and the harvesting was

much easier. The distance apart for the rows are ther'forr recommended to be not

less than eighteen inches or more than twenty-f r inches. Alfalfa -eed may be sown

in rows by hand, using a I'ne, or with an ord .iry root s. d seede

seed drills are available and i.re advised for ' ije areas. An ord-.

be adjusted to handle alf'.lfa seed in row seeding successfully. I

that the seed be well covered and pressed in firmly. If proi«riv ji

should be veil advanced and a large percentage of tlu' plants ah' > t?

A deep see' bed is not desirable. A firm and pulverircd surf.ici

deep, on a firm bottom, will germinate alfalfa seed lUore s^.ti^

optQ seed bed. If the seed is not pres.sed in firmly, terminal

tmeven. On southern Vancouver Island the first week in iLi

desirable seeding period for alfalfa. Five pounds of seed i~ m

.Special alfalfa

V grail drill can
- very important

fed, germ i nation

ind in teti d.ivs.

tlir'^i 'nr-ln s

ti a loose

slow and
tlie most

. one acre.

KI'LD SIAXAGEMEXT.

Tillage during the first season to destroy the weeds that coini«u i the vuung

alfalfa plants is imperative. The young alfalfa plant is a weakling, , when once

established on roots that are noted for toughness and size it will sta' 1 .1 -it cW'-
tions better tiian any iifher 1 dder plant. After the alfalfa field is i- ••1. c«i.

thorough cultivation each season, preferably immediately after the first cr . en


