
S2 JEFFERSON AND HIS COLLEAGUES

Gallatin: Just so; and if this administratioi;

does not reduce taxes, they will never be reduced.

We must strike at the root of the evil and avert

the danger of multiplying the functions of govern-

ment. I would repeal all internal taxes. These

pretended tax-preparations, treasure-preparations,

and army-preparations against contingent wars

tend only to encourage wars.

The President {nodding his head in agreement):

The discharge of the debt is vital to the destinies of

our government, and for the present we must make

all objects subordinate to this. We must confine

our general government to foreign concerns only

and let our affairs be disentangled from those of all

other nations, except as to commerce. And our

commerce is so valuable to other nations that they

will be glad to purchase it, when they know that all

we ask is justice. Why, then, should we not re-

duce our general government to a very simple or-

ganization and a very unexpensive one— a few

plain duties to be performed by a few servants?

It was precisely the matter of selecting these few

servants which worried the President during his

first months in oflBce, for the federal oflices were

held by Federalists almost to a man. He hoped

that he wou' J nave to make only a few removals:


