8y JACOB KATSMAN

Glasnost — the openness reform
initiated by Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev — is now a familiar term
to many Canadians. Various aspects
of Soviet society have been effected
by Gorbachev’s push towards a
“new kind of thinking.” But, to a
large extent, Westerners are ignorant
of the actual changes that have taken
place in the USSR since glasnost took
effect in 1985.

To spur discussion on the topic,
the Canadian Tribune held a public
debate on glasnost at the OISE audi-
tiorium on September 29.

Among the panelists were Yuri
Bogayevski, a Cultural Attache from
the Soviet Embassy, and Kerry
McCuaig, the Canadian affairs edi-
tor of the Canadian Tribune. Among
the many questions and comments
addressed, the panel primarily dealt
with the effects of glasnost on Soviet
university students.

Bogayevski announced that the
Soviets have enacted a new law
which would give students the right
to demonstrate, hold open
debates, and to criticize the govern-
ment, in addition to other rights
prohibited before glasnost.

“I think that the old Soviet offi-
cials were afraid not to lose their
high ranking positions to a younger,
more enthusiastic, and better edu-
cated individuals,” said Bogayevski.
“In words, the Soviet leaders said:
‘Youth is our future.

“But these were only words. In
deeds there was nothing done to put
these statements into practice. Now,
however, we have new times, and we
feel that if we manage to involove
our young people, we can succeed
very greatly.”
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McCuaig, who has recently
arrived from the Soviet Union,
explained the significance of these
changes. During her visit she spoke
to many students, asking their opin-
jons about Gorbachev and glasnost.

»Glasnost had its greatest effect on
History and Sociology students,”
said McCuaig. ‘‘Before glasnost,
library archives were restricted to
special personnel only (an approved
member of the young Communist
youth organization Komsomol).
And even if you were given permis-
sion, the notes you would take were
subject to censorship. Usually from
about 10 pages of handwritten notes
before censorship, the student was
able to use only one or two pages.
The rest was crossed out.”

She added that in the United
States there are around 90,000 Soci-
ologists, whereas in the Soviet
Union, with a roughly equal popula-
tion, there are only 5,000 Sociolo-
gists. This statistic was best
explained by a Soviet Sociology stu-
dent who McCuaig interviewed.

““We are so used to hearing No.”
said the student. ““You cannot take

this book out, you cannot read this,
you cannot do that. Okay — tell us
what we can study.”

“With glasnost, all of this is
rapidly changing,” said Bogayevski.
“Libraries are being reorganized,
government archives are being open
to everyone, and the students are
given their liberties.” He added,
this is by no means an easy process
as books have to be rewritten, espe-
cially history, sociology, political
scinece, and economic texts.

““Meanwhile, teachers have to
make their own course outlines and
prepare course materials. And this is
a problem in itself,” Bogayevski
said. ““The teachers have to be
retrained as well; and all of them
cannot be retrained at once.” He
added that Soviet teachers must
adapt to the changes or face the pos-
sibility of losing their positions.

“If a teacher is not fulfilling a
course curriculum or is not fully
informed on the material that he or
she is teaching, students can launch
an appeal which obligates a review
board to overlook the professor’s
qualifications,”” explained
Bogayevski. *‘This process could
lead to the dismissal of the
professor.”

Both McCuaig and Bogayevski
agreed that glasnost has opened new
doors for Soviet students, and put
the future of the Soviet Union into
the hands of the new generation.

VHIZH3d VAIYNIZ ‘NOLLYHLSNT

o
$999

LIMITED QUANTITY
Turbo XT 4.77/8MHz Switchable @ 640K memory on board
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Award or Phoenix BIOS ¢ Amber TTL Monitor e Monographics mode
Panasonic disk drive with Controller Card e Parallel printer port
AT style keyboard e Sturdy flip top case  System reset switch
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Eglinton

1658 Victoria Pk. Ave., 2nd floor, Unit 4,
Scarboro (Princess Plaza)

288-9659

STUDENT, GO HOME.
CHEAP. (It’s time to

renegotiate the allowance,
get the laundry done and eat
real food again.)

Office Hours:
Tues-Fri: 7-10 p.m. and Sat: 1-7 p.m.

More info? Phone 979-3511.

CP Rail —“Customer-driven transportation services”

CP Rail is one of the most successful and innovative transportation companies in the world.

We're a recognized leader in adapting advanced technology to

transportation problems and in developing marketing strategies in

partnership with customers to respond to North American and
international competitive challenges.
As Canada’s largest privately-owned railway, we strive to
meet our commitment to customer service and to growth
within the industry.

The key to CP Rail’s success is people. The CP Rail of
the future will be run by university graduates who are
willing to accept the exciting challenges of transportation.

We're looking for top-notch people with business
degrees who want to meet the challenge by joining our

team of marketing professionals.

Why not discuss your career opportunities with
one of our representatives? We welcome applications
from those designated under the Employment Equity

Act of 1986.

CP Rail

We will be on campus October 12th.
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