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It's never too late

BY ALAN LEBLANC

Oh dear God! The only thing
worse than missing several days
of university is when a huge story
Bfeaks and no Gazette has gone
to print for a few weeks. The Cole
Harbour High incident may seem
a little irritating to you, but the
fact is that even as you hold this
paper in your hot hands the prob-
lem still remains.

So powerful as to gain national
news coverage on CBC and CTYV,
the aptly-named “Christmas
Bash” ended with several students
being hauled away with pepper-
spray burns. Remember too that
the incident that inflamed this
was when a white male broke up
a fight between a white girl and a
black one (I was mildly surprised
it wasn't Darren Watts).

I guess by now you're expect-
ing me to preach that these are
nothing but unruly, bratty kids
who were just begging for trou-
ble. However, that would be a pre-
judgment, and prejudice these
days is equivocal to murder. I in-
stead point the finger of blame at
the parents, the activists, the com-
munity “leaders” who were en-
couraging this hatred for years.
Hey, this is fun! The blame game,

Lunacy of da

BY STUART MCMILLAN

The heavy bass swamps your
ears, flashing lights dazzle your
eyes, and you find yourself in the
centre of a crowded dance floor,
as claustrophobic as being in the
overcrowded Grawood on a typi-
cal Thursday night. Everyone is
bopping up and down to the flow
of the music,
getting into the
deafening roar.
Wherever you
look there is
someone “feel-
ing the
rhythm.”

Dancing ap-
pears to be this
mad, drug-en-
hanced lunacy
action, making
people move
their bodies as
if they are
about to have
an epileptic fit
or as if they
have escaped
from a mental
institution.
Maybe they
could be pos-
sessed by a de-
mon or spirit
which is con-
trolling their
actions. Why
then do people
jump about to

it's so simple!

Now for seriousness. This
wasn't the first race problem Cole
Harbour has had and it will not
be the last. The community of
North Preston is certainly a hot-
bed of hate. It is truly incredible
that in Cherrybrook and East
Preston there seems to be no
wrangling and fuss over the great
white burden, and yet North Pres-
ton has resorted to throwing rocks
at RCMP cruisers on three sepa-
rate dccasions last year, two in De-
cember alone. Wayne Adams,
MLA for Preston, says he never
sees these incidents going on. Of
course not! He's turned the blind
eve to North Preston for vears
with their anti-authority senti-
ment. It's because they see the
police as one colour, blue, and it
matters not who drives the police
cruiser (or sprayed the pepper-
spray, for that matter).

Don’t think I'm scapegoating
the blacks here either. I think
most of the white kids from East-
ern Passage and Cole Harbour
have just as much hate and dis-
regard for authority, if not more,
than the black kids there. It dis-
gusts me that most of them use
the infamous “n-word” as their
everyday vernacular, and shed

music, why do they dance in the
nightclubs?

If they started dancing down-
town during the day time, every-
one would stare at them in
disillusion, and the police would
probably ask them what they are
doing. In the clubs and bars we
all get a chance to act like idiots,
the lunacy of dancing as we spill

crocodile tears when the MITV
cameras show up.

Sound like I've lost my mind
yet? I'm close, but there are solu-
tions, and I currently have two. I
can guarantee no one will like
both, but take your pick:

My first is we construct a new
high school in Cherrybrook or
North Preston where we can keep
the two races apart. This way we
can keep the two races separated,
just like at the dance, and have
the two communities turn away
from each other in more disgust.
At least we can keep the two races
segregated and make the bigots
happy.

The other, and my favourite, is
we get the parents of the students
of Cole Harbour High School
gathered in the gymnasium. We
set up two microphones to allow
for an open and honest discussion
and we talk. This is how we teach
our kids, through example.

The point is that rehashing old
feelings has accomplished noth-
ing. Charles Saunders’ calling the
police a bunch of racists and mak-
ing foolish parallels to Haiti only
inflames situations like this.
When are these so-called activists
going to get active about solving
the race issue?
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beer over ourselves and others, or
squash other people’s toes. Usu-
ally a foreign stimulus such as
alcohol can loosen up the joints
and make one think that he or
she actually looks really cool
when dancing.

Is it a pressure release to get
up and “groove” with a bunch of
strangers? Most people are too shy
to go up and
start dancing
by themselves
on an empty
dance floor ex-
cept if they are
properly intoxi-

cated. When
there is a
bunch of

partying ani-
mals moving
about and sing-
ing along, there
is a sense of
comfort that
you can act
and look as
silly as you
want and most
people won't
care what you
look like or do.
After all of
the hassles of
the week you
can just get up
and act as
dorky as you
want, but hey,
this is fun.

DANIELLE BOUD
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claim. We're talking about
every single day striving to im-
prove the world through improv-
ing ourselves. That's what
resolutions are about — it's a
fresh start for those of all reli-
gions. The new year is a time for
reflecting on mistakes, learning
from those mistakes, and making
an effort to change yourself for

the better.

Observing Christmas and then
leaving the principles behind it
stored like boxes of decorations in
the attic for another year just
don't cut it. You have to look to
keep the “spirit of the season”
alive for the whole year.

And therein lies the appeal of

New Year's. I may feel happy and
joyous on Christmas Day, but it is

the sober (?) reflection of New
Year's Day which will leave a last-
ing good.

So make those resolutions deep
and far-reaching. The commit-
ment and will power that are
needed to make and keep your
resolutions every day mean far
more in human terms than a one
day burst of good will.

TIM COVERT
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AIRPORT STANDBY FARES

ONE WAY FARES - HALIFAX to:

VANCOUVER CALGARY

*225 215

Plus tax $39.02 Plus tax $37.57

TORONTO ST. JOHN’S

*85 *70

Plus tax $18.74 Plus tax $16.56

FLIGHT SCHEDULE - HALIFAX DEPARTURES
JANUARY 1997

T0 MON TUES WED | THURS FRI SAT | SUN

VANCOUVER = — | 1010 | — — — =

CALGARY — — 10:10 — — - | —

TORONTO — 14:10( 08:00 | 23:00 = =5 —
18:35

ST. JOHN'S — 13:30 — 17:55 — — —

AIRPORT STANDBY FARES: Are subject o ovoiloble seats prior to departure.
Passengers may register 2 1/2 hours prior fo the scheduled departure of flight. Fares
are subject to change without notice. Travel on any specific flight is not guaranteed.
Payment (Cash or Credit Cord only) myst be made on departure. One way fravel only.
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ATLANTIC OVERSEAS TEACHING INSTITUTE
MR Teach
edh Gl English
TEFL Certificate Course Overseas
*Dynamic team of practicing ESL teachers with
experience abroad
*M.Ed. (TESOL) Curriculum Advisor
*Practical, student centered approach
*Small classes
«Succesful placement in Korea, Venezuela, the Czech
Republic, Poland, Thailand, Saudi Arabia...
«Offered in conjunction with Nova Scotia Community
College. 2 week evening course-Jan. 20 & Feb.3
5 consecutive Saturdays- Feb. 8 offered on a continual
basis at AOTI
5 consecutive Saturdays-Feb.15 & Mar. 22 at
[.W.Akerley Campus
*Seminar: Teaching in Japan-$20 January 19 Sunday
(2pm-4pm)

Atlantic Overseas Teaching Institute
1106 Barrington St Halifax NS B3H 2R2
423-4767 Fax: 425-7445 E-mail:aoti@istar.ca




