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placed miiioi ? ()i dm li ih ike you ;n ;i 
w ild. led. exotic ;trc;i? I'm thinkingof Alice 
Willkt i \ female ( harac lei in The Colour 
Purple. (lest i ibing ,i friend's xulxa ;is "like 
a wei rose. "

I he dewy-eyed gills in the slick 
magazine ads confide breathlesilx aboul 
dial extra-spec ial feeling ol freshness, of 
confidence, dial w ha level product dies are 
wearing gives diem on die day ol die big 
présentai ion. die da\ die box friend's

parents are met. and so on. ( ome to think 
ol ii. there's somethingxaguclx irky aboul 
feminine hygiene ads in general. 1 alwavs 
I eel talked down to. At least the cxrrcble 
I DS can. .md the reasons behind ii. has 
disappeared from die magazines. And most 
ol our shelves.

The whole issue I'm it \ ing to point out 
is dial out attitudes aboul om bodies, oui 
unproductive functions, have been shaped 
in a mantlet whic h is till imatclx 
coincident loi die patriarchal system. To 
be ashamed ol one's boclx is to lack 
strength. Ids about losing power. I here 
are limes when you c an feel so good about 
your sexual identity, alxmt being a 
woman, and ii feels like powei running in 
\our veins. Sexual power. You just can't 
experience dial il you’ve been convinced 
dial youi genitals are so disgusting that a 
mail couldn't possible enjoy die sight ol 
them...or die taste.

I am not suggesting that you proudly 
swing a tampon In the string on your wax 
lo die washroom. It's no more the public \ 
business at large than die state ol xour sex 
life.

Ids more like suggesting that we don't 
burx our early warning training in the care 
and upkeep of vont attitudes. W'liat did 
mum tell you when she first described 
menait he? Do you still believe it? II you 
got blood on the back of your skirt oneday. 
would you be mortified...or no more 
concerned than if you got a nosebleed? 
Question those early attitudes. Think 
alxmt shame, cm harassment, and sexual 
power.

And remember, women...war is just 
menstruation envx.

HOUI THE PATRIARCHY
promotes menstrual shame, or . .

Women of the world, 
flow in solidarity!
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R EMEMBER WHEN YOU WERE ABOI I 12 YEARS 
old, and got your period for the first time? On one hand 
it was a relief that it Finally Happened, and there was 
no small feeling of accomplishment to have visible 
proof of one’s burgeoning womanhood. Tampax! 

Kotex! Midol! A real excuse to avoid gym c lass!
But there was also the shame of it. Venn 

mother was probably furt'ixc about the 
whole thing, implying that dad and youi 
brothers were not to be let in on your new 
secret. They had to be protected from that 
gruesome part of you r female 
identity ...god help them if ewer they were 
exposed to the actual sight of youi blood.
Or the odour!

So if you used pads of the non-flushable 
variety, you wrapped them into elaborate 
little pupae of toilet paper before slowing 
them at the x ery bottom of the wastebasket.
You worried constantly about whether 
anybody could tell you were wearing 
anything. You especially worried 
a bout...accidents. If you exer got blcxxl 
your clothes, you'd absolutely die of 
shame! You'd leave town! The world 
would xery likely end!

Advertisements in Scorn tern and

whatexcr else xou were reading certainlx 
contributed to (bis attitude. I bex always 
seemed to stress keeping That l ime of the 
Month a big secret. Deodorant 
tampons...to eliminate the slightest 
possibility oi cell-tale odour. I ampon and 
pads inclix idually wrapped in plastic. to 1 ) 
ride inobtrusixolx in youi little purse and 
2) be by genic allx sealed, pristine until the 
xery moment of use. The instruction folder 
with the tampax pointed out the sanitary 
nature of their product, say ing that "your 
hands need newer touch your bodv." 
Heaven forbid that your I l-ycar-old 
fingers exci should touch any thing Down 
There.

It's sad how many women are still subtly 
(and even not so subtly ) led to beliexe that 
their genitals are smelly, messy , and ugly. 
Did you feel repulsion the first time you 
looked at youi self with a strategically-
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DAL FILM FUN jazz & SUDS
presents

with
Bruce Springsteen, Carly Simon, Jackson 

Browne, Crosby, Stills 8c Nash, The Doobie 
Brothers Swinging Stars

Jazz Band
one night only 

no cover

“The Last Waltz”
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“No Nukes”
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rt Wed. March 13th 
9 pm

Grawood LoungeMclnnes Room, SUB 
Wed., March 13th 

8 pm
only $3.00

Æ

SO’s Big Band Sound 
plus Funk & Fusion

The Band, Eric Clapton, Bob Dylan, Neil 
Diamond, Van Morrison, Joni Mitchell, Neil 

Young, Ringo Starr, Emmy Lou Harris
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