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New aid programurged

OTTAWA (CUP)—The Na-
tional Union of Students
(NUS) re-emphasized the need
for an all bursary student aid
program August 26 at a
hearing with the Federal
provincial task force on stu-
dent assistance.

Representatives from the
national student organization
outlined their criticisms of the
present system and presented
their proposal for changes to
it.

students.

For the coming academic
year, Ontario’s universities
will increase their tuition
levels by 7.5 per cent with the
option to
further 10 per cent if they so
choose. Full use of the option
will mean an increase of 22.5
per cent over the past two
years, a much higher rate of
increase than has been pro-
vided for in the provincial
student assistance program.

increase tuition a.

the massive six-year study of
Grade 12 graduates in Ontario
is this: two in 10 people from
the poorest quarter of society
attend university while six in
10 from the richest quarter go
to university.

Other important findings in
the report were that urban
youth use the post-secondary
education system much more
often than rural youth, and
young women still tend to be
pigeon-holed into traditional
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Under an all bursary
system, students would have
access to post-secondary edu-
cation regardless of their
financial background, said
NUS spokespersons.

Debbie Thiell, chairperson
of the NUS central committee,
said the present system of
grants and loans reduced the
participation of people of
lower socio-economic levels.

A national bursary system
would not cost more than the
current system, according to
NUS researcher Jeff Parr.

‘“We have done preliminary
research and such a system is
possible,”’ said Parr.

NUS representatives said
the present student aid does
not reflect the actual needs of
students. Lorraine Mitchell,
Alberta member of the central
committee, said the cost al-
lowance for students must be

standardized across the
country.
““These are all important

recommendations, the kind
that are often overlooked, but
now everything is pointing to
the need for a further study of
the real financial barriers to
post-secondary education and
their effect on accessibility,”’
says Chris McKillop, of the
Ontario Federation of Stu-
dents.

Jeff Pa®, of the National
Union of Students, agrees that
the Anisef report is a good
start but adds that it was not
undertaken to deal with the
important issue of individual
financing for university and
college students.

“‘It’s just not enough,’’ says
Parr. ‘*For the real reasons
behind these trends, you have
to look at the barriers that the
cost of post-secondary educa-
tion place in front of the
poor.’’

The Ontario College and
University Faculty Association
is another group that has long
been on record calling for a'
comprehensive  accessibility
study dealing with both finan-
cial and psychological barriers
to higher education. They also
take the position that tuition
levels should never rise unless
there is an equal rise in
financial assistance to poorer

““The Ontario ministry of
education has given us a
commitment to do further
studies on the gaps that the
Anisef report was not de-
signed to deal with. We intend
to keep the heat on this
issue,"’ says McKillop.

Education Minister Bette
Stephenson gave the federa-
tion assurances last February
that further studies would be
undertaken, and McKillop is
expecting further action from
the ministry in the near
future. In a recent statement,
the ministry reaffirmed its
intention to deal with the
problems not covered in the
Anisef report.

A good education is the key
to landing a fulfilling job, and
social background still affects
the type of education that an
individual is likely to receive.

These might not be earth
shattering revelations, but be-
fore the release of the prov-
incially sponsored Anisef re-
port dealing with the work and
educational destinations of
Ontario youth, no statistical
proof of the importance of
these factors in the job market
existed.

The most revealing figure in

occupations such as nursing,
teaching and clerical work.

The report traces the origins
of these trends back to early
high school when the choice of
programs is made in Grade 9,
and it is at this important
juncture that the report sug-
gests changes to the system
be made. The report recom-
mends:

e bringing parents into the
guidance system,
e co-ordinating
school programs more closely
with those of post-secondary
institutions,

* more publicity for student
aid programs to enable poorer
students to go to universities
and colleges,

* broadening career oppor-
tunities for women through
increased affirmative action
programs to increase equality
of use within the education
system.

Reactions to the findings
and sociological analysis of the
report have generally been
supportive, but a number of
the province’s educational
lobby groups feel that more
work still has to be done

before the imbalanced use of
our schools can be understood

and acted upon.
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START WHERE STUDENTS ARE BOSS!

Canadian Universities
Travel Service Ltd.

Canadian Universities Travel Service Ltd. (CUTS) is definitely not an average
travel agency. To start with, CUTS is collectively owned by more than 70 Canadian
student unions which means that you, the client, are also the owner. Second,
through its membership in the International Student Travel Conference (I.5.T.C.),
your travel agency, CUTS, has direct and immediate contact with student travel
opportunities and bargains world wide. Third, CUTS is a fully licensed travel
company in which you employ a full time team of young professional student travel
experts, who have provided hundreds of thousands of Canadian students with
reliable travel services over the last ten years.

So, the next time you are contemplating a trip around the world or around the
block, contact CUTS. The only travel company where you are the boss.

Christmas Flights

For the eighth year, the Association of Student Councils, (A.0.5 C.) and CUTS
are operating Christmas Charter Flights. Register now

$259 students
$279 non-students

Toronto/Vancouver/Toronto
Vancouver/Toronto/Vancouver

If the cities you're travelling to and/or from are NOT mentioned above, CUTS will
book you on a flight at the best possible price, but to avoid disappointment please
book early.

Paris Cultural Programme

In conjunction with the Association of Student Councils, CUTS offers this
programme to those under 35 and Canadian citizens. Several departures are
available from both Montreal and Toronto.. Bookings may be made up to 15 days
prior to departure and you may return any time up to a year after departure.

Departing from Montreal Toronto
Aug. 01 - Sept. 14 $589 $629
Sept. 15 - Dec. 14 $522 $563
Dec. 15 - Jan. (1 $683 $723

Flights available on a year around basis

Britain for Christmas
CUTS: Toronto offers the following flights to Britain during the Christmas period

December 11-23 $569 return from Halifax
Sept. 15-Dec. 10
Dec.24-May26  $448 return from Halifax

Ski Resorts/Sun Spots

CUTS has an assortment of vacation ideas for ski resorts and sunspots. Whether
you're interested in Banff or the Barbados, CUTS has the knowledge to aid you in
making the right decision.

Clubs and Groups

If your club or group plans on going somewhere, CUTS can organize everything
from chartering an aircraft to arranging accommodation and ground transportation.
Drop by any CUTS office to discuss the details. You can rely on experience.

We’ll Drop Their Names,
They’ll Drop Their Prices

Who? Hundreds of stores and services across Canada have agreed to give reductions of
between 10 and 50 percent to any full time student who holds a valid International
Student Identity Card (1.5.1.C.). The AOSC is currently publishing the third annual
National Student Discount Handbook, a province by province guide to every
discount available to International Student Identity Card holders in Canada. This
book will be ready in September and is given to every student who purchases an
1.S.1.C. The 1.S.1.C. costs only $3.50 and is sold by Student Councils and at CUTS
offices. Throughout the year you can save money on clothes, records, pizzas,
books, car rentals, shoes, jewellery - even voodoo supplies. And if you want to
travel either to the next province or to another country, the 1.S.1.C. may help you

get there cheaper.

CUTS HALIFAX
Student Union Blag.
Dalhousie University
Halifax, B3H 4J2
(902) 424-2054

Canada’s National Student Travel Bureau




