
WII ,the real -William Shakespeare stand up?
lIIO -yer Wtuu Shaeqmme
I144h «%d theRek

In s itrcately woven tapestry of
Edward de Vere'sdaimn to the authorshlp of
ShakespeareOgbumn's case agalnst William,
chisened Gulieimus, Shakspe is as strong
as it is in faveur of de Vere's. Net onty is the.
Stratfordlan's dlsguise ,threadbare b>ut the.
few facts we know of Shaksper do not at ail fit
i wlth the. sort. of man Shake-Speare the
diamatlst might b. thought bikely to b..
Whenever biographical comparativlsni- is
brought up regarchng the. obvious discrep-
artcy traditionallsts in uproar dlaim that
genius is Immune te such mundane in-
fluences as, home life, schooling, travel and
social-posio.

Shakespeare's writingwas net done in a
vacuum, uninfluenced by bis surroundings.
Unlike musical, mathematical or artistic
genius, iterary genius cannet get along
witboutat leastaaitical amountof knowledge
of the subject being deait with. 1he amount
of information necessaryte write tbe dramas
issolarge, sodetailed that it is highly unlikelly
that an unschooled gloverls son -from a
village of 217 bouses could so rise above bis
academic and social station and, indeed, bis
ewn timie that he ail but stands alane as the
premier artist of England's bistory. Shakes-

peare is the. flrst author in the. Engllsb
langisage to use more thar, 3,200 d forent
words i hiworking vocabulary - h. used
17,677 of whtch 7,2W0 were used but once.
just tryto find a dkctonary of that mfagnitude
in sxteentb century Lonidon l

Expectng te b. assaulted by Baconian
cryptology, Marlovlan bombast and intrigue..
Darbysque interlneatien ad absurdum or
the marginal redlbllity of Dr. Safa ai Khulusi's
moorlsh calmant, Sbeikh Zubair, 1 wassur-
prised and impressed te discover howï ob-
jective and open-minded Mr, Ogburn was
toward a subject tee often prore te fantasy
andoverly zealous extrapolation. Having ce-
autbored a book on de VereWth bis mother,
Derothy Ogburn (wbo aIse co-wrote a
lengthy boek on Oxferd's daim wvith her
husbanid, Charlton Sr.), Ogbumn has an im-
pressive listeof some 2,000cited quotations te
back up his case for de Vere.

The number of parallels between the
plays and de Vere's life can ne longer be
ignered prima fadie. His daims must be
viewed in the same light and with- the same
fairness as Sbaksper's, net simply as another
crackpot theory held by a buncb of icen-
oclastic fanatics. A brief biograpby of de Vere
is In erder. He was born April 22, 1550 and
died lune 08, 1604, apparently of the plague.
After the death of his fatber he was brought
up as a ward of the court of Queen Elizabeth
- b. lived in the home of the Lord High
Treasurer, Lord Burghley, etberwise knewn as

WîiliamCecil. At bis majorlty de Vere wastbe
XVII Earl of Oxford, Viscount Bulbeck, Baron
Scales and Badiesmere -and Lord Great
Chamberlain of England. He atended Cam-
bridge ae age eight, recelved, hWsM.A. at
fourteen, went te Gray's Inn ta study law at
seventeen and married bis guardian>s
daughter, Anne Cecil aged flfteen - he was
twenty-two. Oxford spoke French, Italian,
Latin, Greek and likely Hebrew, Ho travelled
widely in France and ltaly, was the best at tilt,
teurney, and barriers in every teurnament
h. is known te have entered, fought In the.
Netherlands and against the Spanish Armada.
De Vere spent bis life selling off bis land te
raise cash, having ne head for business - bis
real estate agent being Burghley, his father-
in-law.

Se many incidents in the plays are
undisguised mirrers of incidents from bis
own life that they appear te be deliberate
analogies of the circles in which he meved.
Inhibs time it was much frowned upon for any
nobleman, let alone England's premier Earl,
te engage in the publishing of dramas under
bis own name. It was even less kindly re-
ceived to publisb mockeries of aristecratic
goings-on and who but an audacious
nobleman would dare, given Elizabeth's
moediness and ber grip on domestic affairs?

Tbough the style is relatively detached,
disinterested as it were, f rom time te time
Ogburn forgets himself and fires off rather
rash surmises which are eut of place given

the overaîl tome of the book. Thereby is the
reader at made bluntly amare of the. em-
ploymentof hearsayspeculationandblatant
fact-bending by adiierents ef a theory te
promete and embellish their case. Little ef
that sort et subterfuge is present in this book
buttnowand thon theauthor'sbias is strongly
toIt ln. parenthetical phrases, subordinate
clauses and the occasional aside. By treating
the story like a detective novel, Ogburn
holds the readerentranced and catches hlm
off guard. Led on, one fails into the trap ef
thinking that such and such is an obvious
conclusion when this and that are true. Tbis
and that are net always true though -
sometimes they are the author's opinion
without being presented as such. Lot the
reader beware.

It is net an easy beok te read because
every page contains thought proveking ideas,
allusions te little known histerical incidents,
cross-referencesto obscure werks and letters-
some unpublished and the reader feels
everwhelmed by the scope et the auther's
knowledge ot the subject. You can take
these literary and historical arcana at face
value, i.e. on taith or you can read the
lengthy bibliography and exhaustive citation
index. Having studied the subject for some
years new, I've done bath and find an
honest, straighttorward and creative ap-
proach by Mr. Ogburn with less stacking of
the deck than any other author on the
subject et Sbakespearean contenders.
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QUESTON:
A PIZZA 73 quiz for phil-
osophy students; How
many angels can dance
on the head of a pin'?
a) seven, but one feels
left out
b) 23 - 34 if they don't
wear their wings
c) depends on the band
d) You cali this a quest-
ion? Here's a real baffle r
- how can PIZZA 73 afford
te seil one pizza at the
regular price, and the se-
cond for just 73 cents?
Huh? Answer me that,
Mr. Hot Shot Professer?

ICL VZZId si ezzid ýseq
s,uewiowpa smoul Apoq
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sîe5uy eAoqùe elo euou
si JGMSUe logJJoo et4j

:UBMSNV

3e 4\

BIJY ANY PIZZA AT REGULAR
PRICE AND RECEIVE THE
SECOND PIZZA 0F EQUAL
VALUE FOR........ 73e1

7 locations el number
dial

473.73.73
FOR HOT, FAST DELIVERY

OR PICK UP AT:

8411 - 109 ST.
Vour Universi4y Location!


