
A welcome to the university
... from the president

September has always seemed the
rnost exciting month in the Uni-
versity year as it marks the return
to the campus of students from
previous sessions, and the appear-
ance for the first time of new stu-
dents, most of whom have just
completed their high school pro-
grammes. I arn very pleased to be
ahle, through the mediurn of The
Gateway, te extend a warma wel-
corne to both groups.

Students who are coming to our
campus for the first time, especiai-
ly those fresh from high school or
coming frorn other countries, wili
find life here bewildering at first,
but your feliow students and mem-
bers of the faculty have made
speciai efforts this year to help you
ta find your way around the cam-
pus, and to iearn of the opportuni-
tics availabie in both academic and
extra-curricular programs.

The university comrnunity con-
tains many elements - students,
teaching staff, administrative offi-
cers, and non-academic support
staff of many kinds. Each element
in this community has its own role
and its own objectives, but ail are
concerned with promoting the uni-
versity's central aim-that of learn-
ing. The student~s main concern is
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te acquire and assimilate the
knowledge accumulated by pre-
vious scholars and scientists, while

that of the faculty and of the
senior graduate students is to in-
terpret and evaluate this knowl-
edge, to pass it on to the under-
graduates, and to add to it stili
further by research.

In speaking of the university
community, we must neyer over-
look the importance of society as
a whole who have made the uni-
versity possible. The university
does not exist simpiy for or of
itseif, but as a vehicle designed to
heip prepare young men and wom-
en to serve the society which pro-
vides them with the facilities for
higher education. Curiosity is one
of the greatest attributes of man,
and the process of iearning should
be a pleasure in itseif; I hope you
wlll ail fînd it so. But in the uni-
versity context it has a social pur-
pose as well and, whatever your
area of study may be, I hope you
will remember that you are study-
ing to improve your capacity for
the service of your feliow men.

The years at university are fruit-
fui and exciting years and they pass
ail too quickly. We wish you suc-
cess and pleasure in them through
the period of your stay at The
University of Alberta.

-Walter H. Johns

... from the students' union
It is certainly a pleasure to wel-

came you to The University of Ai-
berta for the academic term 1968-
69. On behaîf of the students'
council, 1 wish to say a special
welcome to students who have
joined us from other universities
and other parts of the world. We
look forward to exploring and
sharing our experiences and ideas
to broaden the scope of under-
standing within the student body.

The students' union includes al
students, and is only as strong as
the suma of its parts. We are al
responsîble for taking initiative to
implement new ideas and programs
and to discuss issues which are of
concern to ail members of the stu-
dlent body or any group of students
within it.

But we must aise develop the
tolerance to accept the fact that
other people hold different views.
There is no one person or one
group who has ail the answers, and
thus we must work together to
consider the questions.

Also, as a group, we face major
challenges in the area of student
government. We must develop a
strong and effective student voice
within our own student govern-
mnent and within the university.

Within the university we must
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begin to exert stronger influence
by gaining student representation
to insure that the educational pro-
cess meets our needs. We now have
representation on the three main
governing bodies of the university

-the Board of Governors, the
General Faculty Council, and the
senate-but we must strive to
widen and strengthen our influence
on faculty councils, departrnental
committees, and curriculum boards.

If this representation is to be
effective, students must be ergan-
ized in groups on the departmental
and ciassroom level se that they
can work together in determining
and voicing student concerns.

These challenges cannot be met
effectively until we make our stu-
dent government a more effective
and representative ýehicle. The
strong student voice will not be
the students' council's voice alone.
The voice must be a composite stu-
dent voice.

Tt is important that we achieve
a balance between studies and
extra-curricular interests which
will enable us to do justice to both.

Achieving this balance as indi-
viduals and expanding as individu-
als withîn the society will make
our years at university worth while,
and the continuai. search for knowl-
edge and understanding wiil bc-
corne a way of life. In the year
ahead, I hope you will find and
make use of these opportunities at
the U of A. Welcome.

-Marilyn Pilkington
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ÀAihertu lourute
wiI Iflot îincreuse

Mr. C. G. Merkley, Chairman of the Students' Assistance
Board, Alberta Department of Education, has announced the
rate of interest on Province of Alberta loans should remain
at 3 Y per cent simple interest for the current fiscal period,
ending March 31, 1969.

Mr. Merkley says a change in the interest rate on provincial
student loans must be made by the Alberta legislature and
there is no indication of such ac-
tion at the present time. cost of administration.

Mr. Merkely also pointed out that The Alberta Students Assistance
the increase in interest on Canada Board in administering financial
Student Loans frorn 53/ per cent aid to, students determines what
to 73/ per cent will ot affect stu- type of assistance a student rnay
dents in the province who received receive. The Board expects a stu-
loans prior to August 15, 1968. For dent to make a reasonable contri-
loans made after that date. the bution towards his expenses for
Government of Canada will pre- post - secondary education from
scribe each year a maximum rate summer earnings. It is aiso ex-.
of interest based on the yieid of pected that the parent will make a
Canada Savings Bonds with five contribution towards the student's
to ten years to maturity, plus a expenses commensurate with their

margin of one per cent. to cover income and earnings.

Board to study boan system
The Board has iaunched a 10-

month research programn to assess
its current system of allocating
funds to students continuing full-
time studies beyond secondary
school level.

Mr. Merkley, and M. C. L. Usher,
Deputy Minister of Youth, as rep-
resentatives of the Students As-
sistance Board have seiected Dr.
Donald C Fair of the Department
of Educationai Psychoiogy at The
University of Alberta to head the
research project.

Highlights of the research pro-
gram include: a study of the wid-
ening gap between non-repayable
awards and boan assistance; a study
of students' summer earnîngs to
determine what actual savings can
be accumuiated from income; a

concentrated effort to assess what
percentage, of the parents' income
should be contributed to the stu-
dent's expenses during the period
of post secondary education; con-
sultation with students enrolled at
post-secondary educationai insti-
tutions who are not seekmng finan-
cial assistance from the Students
Assistance Board (research person-
nel will approach these students to
determine their source of income);
a study aimed at establishing why
certain academicaliy qualified stu-
dents graduating from high school
in Alberta do not attend university
or other post-secondary institu-
tion; and a study to ascertain to
what extent financial need is a
factor contributing to student
drop-outs at universities or other
post-secondary institutions.

0 0. from the FIW committee
On behaîf of the Freshman In-

troduction Week committee I
would like to extend a warm wel-
corne to the freshman class of 1968.

The activities planned will be
bath fun and informative. The SUB
courtyard will be the centre of the
activities. Guest speakers, bands and
contests uWill keep things moving
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.rn. each
day. Informative and thought-
provoking films will be shown each
afternoon in the SUB theatre. The
clubs on campus wiil have booths
,et up from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
every day in the Art Gallery. The
}laom at the Top wiil provide a
relaxed atmosphere frorn 2-4 p.rn.
and 9-12 p.rn. each day with folk
mnusic and the U of A jazz band
1roviding the entertainment. Re-
freshments will also be served.

The Pozo Seco Sîngers highlight
the entertainment for the evenings.
There wili be one performance on
Tuesday night for frosh only and
two performances-7 and 9:15 p.m.
-for the upperclassmen on Wedes-
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day night in the SUB theatre.
Friday and Saturday nights will

close out our week in grand style.
It is no coincidence that the frosh
court is planned for Friday, Sept.
13. The residences are once again
handiing the arrangements for
handing out the punishment to the
freshrnen who deserve it. It ail be-
gins at 7 o'clock at Lister Hall. A
good time is always had by every-
one s0 I urge you flot to miss it.
Following this the U of A March-
ing Band will lead everyone to
the street in front of the Adminis-
tration Building where the City of
Edmonton is sponsoring the Steer'n
Stomp, a western-style barbecue
and dance. On Saturday night its
Sock It To Me Time in the main
gym of the Physical Education
Building. Music is by the Purpie
Haze.

I hope you will ail enjoy FIW-'68
and hope that the 1968-69 schooî
year wilb be your most successful
one yet.

-Wes Alexander

THINGS BLEW WIIDE OPEN
..but WUSC survived onywoy


