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ITHROUGH- A MONOCLE I
PARLIAMENT MEETS.THE new Parliament is getting seriously down
to business at last. The short end of the
session -which some incurable "grafters"
wanted to regard as a whole session with a

~whole sessional indemnity-which we had before
Christmas, simiply served to get us accustomed to
seeing thec leaders in their new positions, and to
become aware, of the fact that some new faces had
appeared in1 the background. A few of the leaders
are new to Ottawa, of course, but not to our poil-
lical 11f e. One of the advantages of the man who
does not go to Ottawa, is that lie can see our politics
large-cari take a national view of it-can watch
men ini the Provincial as well as the Federal field.
Too mrany good men suifer fromn slîortness of vision
as soon as they get fixed at Ottawa. They cannoi,
fer the lufe of themn, see beyond the limiits of the
two Parliaientary Chambers. Parliament Hill bce-
~coules Canada to theni; an-d, when they thinlc of
eýither party, they think onlly of : _- nundred odd men
wbo sit in the Houise of Comnîuîlb. Evenl the Sena-
tors are allowed little more than an hionourary
~niembership.

NI OW the Parliamientary parties are the smiallest
I part and the least influiential section of those

two great organîzatians which dlivide our politics
between themn. You may think it heresy to say so,
but there are more big aien-yes, big party meni--
ýoutside Parliament thian inside its walls. Eveni so
:staunch a Parliaient mani is Mr. Borden recog-
nized this fact when lie broughit in three of bis best
Mi1nisters fromi the Provinicial arena. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier did the saine thlng when hie formçd bis
fiirst Cabinet, by surnmoning to bis side Sir Oliver
Mowat, Mr. Fielding, Mr. Sifton and Mr. Blair.
~Then. as for the Lyreat mass of Independents who

worse than, establish anindependent body, wholly
outside of Parliament an' d outside of politics, whose
duty it would bc to properly redistribute the con-
stituencies.

THE Naval Issue is, perhaps, the one most inT mien's miinds, I know what the COURIPR ti
about the niavy; and nio one can say that you have
flot foulit for your convictions with vigour and
courage and yet with "a sweet reasonableness" that
must have muade you miany friends. I hope that you
will keep Up the fight, at ail events so far as to in-
sist uipon immiiediate and effective naval action of
somne sort. Parliamnent must not bc allowed to play
withi thiis question. Thle issues at stac are too
m-omienitous, the menaces which eall for action are
too iminiiiient, the patriotismn of oirr people is too
fervent and profouind, for Canada of ail British
counîtries to be fouind wanltinig when "Der Tag"
dawnis, As far as politics go, neither party is ini a
very good position on this question. Both hiave had
and will have their difficulties. It is not for any of

us to "shoot out thie lip" at any one else. L
not dwell upon our differences; and Jet us, abo .
things, keep clear of the odious treason of tryli
snatch a political advantage from the differefle
others over this problem which is presented to
ding Canada on the hard conditions of the que
of the Sphinx-We must solve it or we must c

A S for measures of material progress, theAerfiment will, of course, go ahead. "Full~
ahead" must, indeed, be the sign!al now for
Canadian enterprise. Population is flowing in
faster than we can handie it wheat is beingg
on the prairies faster than we can market it-il
tries are springing up on ail sides--our lure of v
natuiral opportunity bas dazzled and theýn draw,
entire world. In my opinion, there is more (10
of Parliamnent spending-too little than spenidiniý
ranch. This is no0 time to be niggardly. The
sumption should be always in favour of every p
ising enterprise which goes to Parliament aý
for encouiragement. The quiestion should nlot
Can, we afford it ?-but-Can we afford to mis1
0f course, fraudulent and foolîsh schemes 'nu
exposed and exploded. W%Âe need not "plunge. '
we must go upon the theory that we have 10'
maoney, and that this is our supreme opporti
to inivest. THE MONOCLE. MA,'
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Hlere at Ottawa, members of the 'Conserý
persuasion nod sulent *but hopeless assenit t(
principle of non-partisan appointments, but 1
nize that it is a condition, not a. t1itory, that
fronts them. The- question with them is "whe
they say at home." No matter who mnakes i
pointmlent, only one man will be blamed anc
man is the member suipportîng the governmenit
the constituency affected. They would unfeig
rejoice in being rid of the whole business, but
constituencles will flot acquit them, and s0 thE
now engaged in the bloody task of cutting off
and the tharlkless task of putting new hecads
the old ones were, Questions of national M4
tace second place. The press may talk of the
and the tariff as setting the goverinent par
the cars. Be not mistaken. The thinig that IN
them most is patronage. Life at Ottawa for
would be one continued round of pleasure if
"la marin~e" and the tariff engaged their atteni

Who wants offices? Weil, you would bc
prised if you knew them and the offices they W;
Sir Jamnes Whitney stated in 1905 that office-sE
had an idea that ail lie had to do was ta rea
ta a pigeon-hiole and pull out the offices whicd
demnanded. His federal colleague from Dunda
gentle, hiumorous story-teller, Andrew Brode!
it up to a mari wha asked for a job.

"Yes, 1 can give you a job," said Aridy,
means léing hours and bard work."

"Well, inm used to that. What job is it?"
"Gettirig a job for aIl the men whio want th
"But I can't do that," said lie.
"Neithier can 1," said Andy.

S TRANGE it is that in these days whien tl
wards of independent action andl îndustry

great, that strong, lusty men should be wdil
tie themiselves up to "goverrimient jobs,"
mneans generally the deadly routine of office
somectimies purely mechanical, ofttimnes with
chances of prom-otion. But the desire for "go
mient jobs" is a public craze. Probably the

te of
ondly
who
in tl

ror a
zeT

'V-1U Ili 1,

'odIthirsty

of heaçit


