
The Western Home iWonthly-
one Touch of Nature
(Continued f rom Page 35)

David and Martha uriderstood cach other
00 well[ that the question of adoption wee
neyer mentioned between them.

The touoh of the Barton baby, however,
had recaled the firet thrill of feeling that
bad been arouaed by the sight of Jack ini
David'5 arma, and Martha's heart wes
verv softened as she took the key from
uncr the door mat and let herseif into the
suimy, wel-kept kitchen.

As she prepared David's lunch, she
kept unconscioualy humrning to hierne&
the song she had heard Joe Brtn sin
"iRock-a-bye baby, upon the trec top."

Her thougets were eo far away that she
was quite startled whc!j David cntered a
little later, sayin,sslhe laida percel on
the table: "There, Martha,I1stopped at
the jenkin'a sale and brought you home a
picture."

Martha undid the wrappings, and re-
vealed the picture of a littie child frcah
from Ie bath, the tint of health in hie
cheeks, the damp hair ln curly disorder
over hie hcad; hie body round and dimpled.
But it was the expression of the eyes
which arrcsted hier attention. Thieyjeld
a trusting dcmand for love rather than an
uncertaiplea for it.

"Whly, Davy, helooks like Jack. We'll
hiang hM ii our bedroom," she said.

David sighed contentedly. Somehow
he felt that he did flot wish others to look
or comment upon the picture and lhe was
wedll.leeeed to know that Martha shared.

As the days slipped by, Mertha found
herseif gzn at the> picture frequently.
The littiech*ld seemed te have become a
real presence in the home. She found
h=rellonging to cuddle the littie fellow,
to dressMinl and to sit hlm on a rug i the
kitchen to:play i the sunshine.

Always, when she looked at the picture
she thought of Jack, and she wnderc
how hie wes thrivin*h the rather clark
moons in hie city home. "Children," she
commented to heracif, "are like gerenlum.

A few days later, she announced to
David that she hsd some shopping to do
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in the city, and would take Jack's month-
ly alloirance i with hcr. The truth was,
she wished tô sece the littile feiloir, who
seemed to have become specially her own
lu the laet two ireeks.

She found Jack getting hie breakfest and
moon establîshed herselinl hie favor. H.
secmed to feel by a child's true intuition,
that the childicas heart yearned for -hlm.
He basked i the baptiam of love that the
long-tervcd heart showered upon him.

The day had been a lonely one te David.
He end Martha had become very depend-
cnt on one another. He glanccd up at
the dlock many times before tired Nature
had her way sud he sank into sleep.
When he airoke, it ires te find a child in
hie arme and a sleepy head on hie shoulder,
while Martha whispered the only Px-
planation he ever received: "I've brought
cuir baby home."

Swan Lake H.E.

The. Pcbruary meeting cf the H.Ej.
iras held on iSaturday, 27th ult. Mra.
Gardner again kindly aoted as sccretary
during the absence cf Mra. Ilartidil.
The president opened -the. meeting by
showing the imembers the Certificate of
Regfistration 'which lied been received
from the Agrieutural Coflege, and wmmch.
iA ias decidcd te have framcd.

The subject cf the programme was
<'Delegates Report" cf the HIE.S. Con-
veution in Winnipeg. Mrs. Gordon gave
lier impressions firat, and spoke of the
reception given to the delegates at -the
Agricultural Coliege, touchedl on'the fric-
tion w'hlch has existeol for norne time
*etween -those who are in authority and
tuos. ubo think they- ought te b. and
mmicii as rau<h lesa noticeable this year,
and of the nomination cf an Advisory
B3oard oontaining thrce presidents of so-
cieies:-Mrs. Speechly of Pilot .Mound,
Mra. Cooper of Minnedosa and Mra. Hunt
cf B3enito, through whom local branéhes
can seuil protesta and suggestions and cf
which Professer fBlack still remaina hcead.
1 Mira. Moore gave a very interedting
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paper *Mcih cleverly skinimed the éream
4rom the most important speeches given
and whieh was brighteid by amusing
persoual notes and co m ents. It is im-
possib1e,"i the email space M~ our cern-
m'and, 4o give more than a resume of
the inoat Important points made. The
convenrtion passed the following resolu-
tisz lo b. presented to 'the &chool Trust-
es' Convention: That, whereas the
physieni wclfare of the childxren in the
sehools bas au important relation te
their mental development, tlMs aocity is
desirious of patting itself on record as,
ýrging the. extension of medical inspec-

tion la shools throughout the province.
Alse resolvcd ttt Qs socety places

itzelf on -record as being in favor of i-
creased attention bedng given to the
teachizç of agriculture and domestie
science in the sohoole.

3fisa Ycman of the Souris edhool spoke
of the good influence the country H.E.
Societies eau have on the ethools, ammd of
the many ways the twoe-bodies oould
work together for the good of the chul-
dren, ii. parents, 'thè teachers, and the
coinmunity et large. As matters are et
present, the. techera bave too mueh
rcsponsibility ithe smsl towns;
they are made responsible for the
mental, moral and spiritual 'welfare of
their pupils, uiiereas the parents should,
cectainly b. responable, in the last tir.
înstances. A enother's influence should
be mudh setronger than it is, and a great
deal of good would !be done if parents
would talke more irâterestin theachools
iwhere their childrcn attend a.nd lu the.
teachera ubo bave the guidance cf the
growing dhild just at Vint period of its
1f. whei it da moat readilj in"
for good or evil.

Mirs. Drosdhuret of Wmnipegî iste<l
on the iimprtaees of a ireil balaneod-
meal and proved that the food for the-
body ohould b. m« earefufly ani aclen-,
tiflcaily prepared sas that for 'tue brain.

~Mr. Newrton also epoke' emphaticaily.
on the value of good meals, and naid tit>
h. hoped before long t. see every sehool
i the. province equipped with a rural
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3. General Joffre

4. Laie fanl Robe rts

2. Gen. Sir John French 5. Admirai Beaffy


