'h'eatc ight. In Australia and
in

endom Christmas is, above all things else, the
ldren’s day. It is & day when we can all be child-
‘yen, while at the same time, as mature men and women,
“realizing that all that is best in our civilization we owe
born in Bethlehem.

SOCIALISM vs. CHRISTIANITY

.' | 'The core of the teaching of Jesus is that each one of
us must,_ be faithful to his, or her, conscience, and
must. as an individual work out the Golden Rule of
e O T te-sowion, to bring about
* into any )
folis i ot e g Wt tbree
spiri orces within us. This
is whemmilm is fundamentally wrong in assert.uzﬁ
the possibility establishing a State-system w1
conscience, power and will, su'bhma. ted above human
limitations, so that it control with supreme wisdom
Svery ndrvidusl ""'fvh“t‘mf;spa““ P T Vs, the great
[ individual. e [ arx, the grea
p:éietandpmachero Socialism,_isdireo&o poseg
: uEy an
heir associates in the Bolshevik control of Russia,
are high-priests of Marxism, and under their rule
Tabor in Russia is ruthlessly subjected to State-control
more rigorous and tyrannical than the State-control in
ever was. - Socialism, in & word, aims at re-
ducing iymmanity to the conditions of the bee-hive,
and making eve i

:

worker a living machine and no
more. It scornfully disregards the essentials of human
individualities, which the teaching of Jesus has made
the things of highest importance in the world. There
is profound significance in the fact that the Bolshevik
reginie has banished every suggestion of Christianity
from the schools in Russia. Christmas does not fit
into Bolshevism.

and in every other land in .

ik t, on which he could
transport himself and others whithersoever he would.
The second had a medicine which would cure any

i The third had a glass through which he could
i i he might choose to

.+ the magic should make use of it to see what was
ing'on at home. He saw his father ill in bed, with
physicians standﬂ by his bedside and despairing
of his life. Immediately all three brothers upon
the magic carpet; the one who owned it made it trans-
port them to their father’s bedside in the twinkling of
an eye, whereupon the brother who possessed the medi-
cine which would cure antim disease, administered some
of it to their father, and by their father’s life was
saved. The perplexity of the father, when he had to
decide which son’s gift had been of the most value to
him, illustrates very fairly the difficulty of saying
whether land, labor or capital is most essential to pro-
duction. No aﬁroductlon is possible’ without the co-
operation of three.

PRINCIPLES TO PUT IN PRACTICE

What is it that we do on Christmas Day? We -
commemorate the birth of the Divine Infant at Beth-

lehem. By devoting the day to peace and good-will,
and by doing our most that the Christmas spirit may
not be confined to that one day alone, we are endeavor-
ing to fulfil the Gospel. The story of the herald angels’
singing, is one of the most beautiful in all literature.
The shepherds were watching their flocks in the field
by night, when they heard ‘‘the multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying ‘Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth, peace good-will towards
men.” Those who devote their thoughts and their
acts to peace and good-will, and who plan how to make
the blessed Christmas season one of happiness to others,
illustrate in practice the principle underlying the whole
Gospel, and in so doing, give glory to God in the high-
est, as mankind can best give glory to God in the high-
est. For it is not by words of prayer and praise that
God is most truly glorified, but by words of kindness
and by deeds done for others in accordance with the
Divine will. The Christian, whose life is most truly
in accord with the spirit of the teachings and the deeds
of Christ himself, is the active Christian.

_ No other season of the year brin

gtu:dm:dﬂ}:yth:GoldenRtﬂe. .Wesh_:\ﬂlldnotgmtthe
grant any special, unjust p any class
or interest. S Bal ie to na, we shold not want All-of-us
to do something unjustly to the advantage of Some-of
us, at the expense of the Rest-of-us.. 5

GOOD CHEER AND INSPIRATION

has two Springs. One begins in April.
Thllejh%tzer blossoms in December. istn g a
E&ingﬁnn which touches with a renewal of life, many
ping emotions. The - recurrence of the festlval
which Christendom has for ages hallowed with rejoic-
ing, not only reminds us of the centuries that have
since Christianity came into the world, but stirs
the heart with the happiest impulses. The young
associate it with experience of the geatest delight; the
old with hallowed recollections of their own childhood.
to us all such. new-
ness of feeling. It is the season dominated bg the h%l-
er and homelier sentiments, by worship, by joy, by

charity, by good cheer. The good news heard by
shepherds has lost none of its power, but has, on the
contrary, been many times multiplied. Ignorance;
the,foe of the race, must NArrowing
factor in human affairs. There has been ebb and flow
of human weal; but it is for every one of us to resolve
to do his, and her, utmost to make each succeeding
Christmas s better one.- However sadly we have known
human weal to ebb, we must always remember that its
rise and fall have not been as those of the ocean tide
which Tecedes to where it began, but the rise and fall

. of a great stream, which always and gver pursues its

way onwards towards the supreme fulfilment. While
the earth endures the spirit of Christmas will continue
to be the inspiration of the utmost tness ‘of soul,
the basis ofEe best and truest brotherliness of men,
the inmost secret of what is best in the life of the world.
A great day, indeed, for humanity, is Christmas—the
great day of all the year, to be honored by the bringing
forth of the best that our hearts can give our neigh-

bors.
CONFUSING HUMAN ILLS

The teachings of Jesus, unlike the teachings of Karl
Marx, and of many of those who are loudest in the world
today in their advocacy of schemes for bringing about
the millenium overnight, make no confysion between
two totally different classes of ills in the world. Cer-
tain ills belong to the hardships of human life. The
are natural. They are part of the struggle wi
Nature for existence. We cannot blame our wmen
for our share of these. Certain other ills are due to
the greed and injustice of men, and to the imperfections
or errors of our existing systems for the ing on of
human life and business. These ills are rightly made
a subject of discussion; their removal is rightly made an
object of agitation. The first mentioned clias of ills
is to be dealt with only by manly and womanly effort
and courage and energy; the other class of ills 1s to be
dealt with by associated effort. The great trouble
with so many of the ‘“reformers” with schemes for
making the conditions of human life better, is that they
do not distinguish between the two classes of ills, and
Froclalm that their schemes will cure both. They de-

ude themselves into believing that State ‘action can
do more than it is possible for State action to do.
regard to certain ills, each and every individual must
work out his, or her, own salvation, and so bring to
realization human values which it is utterly beyond the
power of any State-system to develop.

THE GREAT TURNING POINT M

The birth which Christmas commemorates, is the
greatest of all historical events, because it gave human-
ity a new idea and a new inspiration. It is the only
birthday honored all the world over as a festival of
joy and love, the anniversary of the greatest turning
point in the record of humankind, from which we now
date our every day. The Christmas festival was
many centuries a%sot, to coincide with an ancient p&ﬁaﬂ
festival at the Solstice, when the days having reac
their shortest, begin to lengthen, because the sun at
that turning point of the year, swings back again In
his course, rising higher in the heavens with each suc-
ceeding day. So the Sun of Righteousness, with an
ideal appropriateness, is made to come in with the
birth of the new solar year.
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