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"The Flapper"y
A Story of the Beaver and its Habits

By Otto Leonard Anderson

On a small stream that empties into the upper Missiseîippi,there lives a colonyi of Beaver, protected by the laws of humani-
ty and lef t, in solitude, to enjoy their isolated existence. Here we find themn moving back and forth through the water as they
performa their daily tanks, damming their home waters and creating a large pooi covering what formerly comprised a small
acreage cf-clover land. Undisturbed they live, cut off from the rest of the worid and forniing a amaîl government of their owni
each content to be among hie own companions and far away from the harm that civilization would undoubtedly bring te
theni.

Often have we heard the remark "Working like a ,Beaver.' There is littie timne for play in a Beaver's life. Wihen it is not
busy storing poplar twigs on the bottom of the pond for future use, it in busily engaged repairing one of its engineering feats.
The remaining timne is spent exploring the immediate vicinity of its home, at al times keeping well within sight of the water
and continually watching for its mont feared enemy-the human being. 1 sometimes wonder what te the. real rea8an for the
Beaver'a presonce upen this earth. It seemis as if its entire if e was dedicated ta destruction and yet, at times, the good

which it does proves to b. cf equal value te the destruction. Working unceasingly, with a fervor that ta strangely lacking
in human nature, this littie animal goea about its duties as though they were planned and mapped out for it. Strange as it
may seem, 1 believe that there is a real purpose for their presence here if it is nothing more than ta assist Nature in retarding
thi low of our streams. It is fortunate, that in orly a few instances, the high waters which their dams eventually bring
about, have inconvenienced us by flooding roads and hampering traffic in aur rural sections. These animais are protected
by man-made laws until the destruction which they cause becomnes considerable. When they are killed it is usually because
they have made. an enemy cf anc cf our law-abiding citizens, through their misguided industry.

There is ne animal that offers a more interesting study, for the amusement of aur inquisitive research workers, than the
Beaver. Their habits, nature and physique prove ta be welI worth the time ene $pends in studying them.

Strange aise, there is no luat in the human race, foar the lives cf these animais. Few mon desire to kîll them uniess for corn
mercial use or for the. good of the cammunity. The sight of a waif or squirrel excites the sporting bleod in the majority of 011W

citizens but strangely,- f ew men ever kihl the Beaver for the. love cf sport. They pesseas a certain plasning peraonallty which Pro-
tects them. f rom physical violence. Often times 1 have been in a position to take their lives but remained content te watch thel
work and study their traits and characteristics. Were it a wolf, deer ar any ether wild animal undoubtedly my desire te khi

would have over-ruled my inquisitiveness antd my firet thought would b. to, kili. Then, as mont men, 1 would uomplimeflt
myself fer having cammitted a crime againat an innocent creature with practically ne means of protection against th*.
methoe and weapons adepted by man.

THfE colony lad groiwn. consider-ably since the Spring litte'r lad
been added to ifs number. Ten

in ahl, flicy now formed a goverument
of flicir own, capable of profectîing
flic riglits whidli Nature liad given
fhem and safe from fthc violence of
man. Two sets of aduit Beaver and
six young ones comprised the clan.
Commerce and revenge lad claimed
five of their number and lcft flic deep
pang of fear in the hearts of those
remamning.

There was but one of tliem, at flic
present time, that showcd signs of
being. beyond control of lier cîders.
This one lad been properly christened
the "Flapper". The stories of how
lier brothers and sisters had mettheir
fate meant nothing to lier, fier
parents' continual pleadings were of
no avail. SIc had resolved to enjoy
licrself at any cost. Bygones were'
bygones to lier-tiey were jusf ac-
cidents. Shc let tliem go at that.

fier brother was leas adventurcsome.
Hie w85 content to remain under the
careful guidance of thie parental eye.
Whatever his parents told him lie
swallowed whole, and bore in mind
that at ail fimes, lie was to tiake
precaution against bodily liarm. Next
came his work and last his pleasure,

which was to him, beingable toi take
an occasional promenade info tlie
vicinity around their home. On fliese
visits int o foreign lands, lie wus
always accompanied by one of lis
elders, who would remain close ai
hand and warn hlm of any approadli-
ing dangers. filsname wasDa.

The father was solcmn as the Sphinx
îfsclf a strong, compact animal weigli-
ing abo.ut 50 pounds. At an carly age
lic liad been the victim of a frap and
lis confinued presence in the colony,
was accountcd for only because lie
lad dccided, fo go througlif c witliout
thc 'use of his leff foreleg, whici lie
had chewcd off. Like fthc Flapper,
lis disposition liad been a rovîng one
and flic current opinion was t0 flic
effeet that she had inlierifcd this trait
from him. fier cautious moflier at
infervals reminded lier spouse of this
f aet. "Certainly fthc girl does not
f ake after me", she would remark
when another incident in the Flap-
per 's Mie lad caused their blood to,
mun cold.

Thc rcmaining inembers wcre
distant relatives and liad migrafed
with flie Flapper's family from a
point a mile or two upstream., after
the previous death foll liad warned
them thaf that place was noï~onger

safe. "Caution" was their motte.
No unnecessary chances were taken by
any of tliem. Ail watched with opeIl
mouths wlien tlic Flapper wet by,
bent on another exploration. " SurelY
if has beenr only pure luck that she
is stili with us," they would remark.

Yet the Flapper went~ steadily OU.
Unconvineed by the entreiaties of the
others: "PLl take ec'are of myseif, YOtl
mind your own busi'ness," she had
told the neiglibors on one occasiOl'.
Since then lier will hadl been undhisp
putcd. fier parents had long sinc8

given up thec thouglit of educating
lier f0, tlie dangers that existed a""t
had f0 content tlicmselves witi flie
thouglit that she would Iaarn thenl
herself-and she did.

We first find our protege okn
unceasingly witli fwo more of the, 131'
Their object was to feil a tail POPîar
tree which for some time liaA C811"d
the Flapper considerable iflcQl've"1

ence because if blocked a ready P8*
leading up .from the water. Thieir
infentios were to have flie tree £I
towArd the stream. Ito sie11
assured theým that it would easi'y
cover the entire distance and leaV8 »
'mucli desired bridge. The three 0
them had worked diligefltly for au
hour gnawing at thie trunk of 1eto


