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would best contribute to the Growth and Increase of it ; whilst it would
stimulate the Adventurers themselves to the most vigorous Exertions, it
would invite and encourage Emigration to it ; for as the present Inhabitants
before the Rebellion principally resided in the now United States, their
extensive connections there, from their Attachment to Your Majesty, their
ancient Predilection in favour of the British Government, their Dislike
of the Republican Government they now live under, as well as from their
Family, and Personal Attachments, would be strongly induced to remove
to this new Colony : Should Your Majesty graciously vouchsafe Your
Royal Protection to these Settlements, we are confident that in every
Competition for the Favour of the Indians Your Majesty will have a
decided Advantage, not only from the Influence which many of your
Petitioners are known to have over them, but because Numbers of the
present Settlers have long been in Habits of Friendship and mutual good
Offices with them, sharing the same Dangers, and fighting in the same
Cause, and whose former Prepossession would thus, by means of a familiar
and constant Intercourse with Your Majesty’s Faithful Subjects, be best
preserved and rendered permanent.

Upon the whole, whether we consider the Relief and Prosperity of the
Settlers as Sufferers in the Cause of their King and Country, for whom
Your Majesty has ever expressed so Benevolent a Disposition, or the Ad-
vancement of the Settlement, as conducive to the Benefit of the Nation,
in either View, and ‘much more in both respects, do we conceive that the
Plan now proposed is such an one as will merit and obtain Your Royal
Attention and Patronage.

For our Part, we conceive ourselves bound by the strongest Ties
. to use every Endeavour in our Power to promote the Wishes of these .
People ; It was by our Example that numbers of them were induced to quit
their former Possessions, and to take up Arms, by which they have been
deprived of their Property, and Banished from their Country ; and it was
from their expectation of the Success of our Representation to their Sover-
‘eign, that they have entered upon the arduous undertaking of forming
Settlements in a wild and inhospitable Country ;—Well knowing the
Disposition of these People, and the Habits in which they have been bred,
we think it our Duty most respectfully to declare it to be our opinion, that
unless they can obtain the object they are in pursuit of, they will be dis-
couraged from Carrying on their present Enterprize, and prefer some other
part of Your Majesty’s Dominions, where they may enjoy the Blessings of
the British Constitution, but where perhaps they would not be equally
useful as they will be in their present situation, should they receive the
Protection they solicit.

Your Petitioners, therefore, impelled by motives of Humanity towards
a Number of Distressed Families, by a sense of Honor and Justice to a set
of deserving Men, who placed Confidence in them, and to whose Eventual
Loss of Property and Reverse of Fortune, they consider themselves in a



