
Q.-Or for the sanie price ? A.-No, I could not; I am only speaking of certain
people who do nothing else; it is like a trade by itself.

By Mr. FREED:-

Q.--Is arpenter work, house fitting, stair fitting, &c., more elaborate than it
used to be ? A.-Yes, it is in Toron to.

Q.-Does the use of machinery encourage this elaborateness of work ? A.-It is
quite likelv.

Q.-You think that if' machinery has taken some work from the men it has on
the i ler haid creat ed wo:k ? A.-We are all right in the suîmmer tiie. The ques-
lion is what is best to employ the great najority through the winter, and if we had
less machinervy ad more nianual labo there would be a better chance in that way.
A great many more would have a chance. and, besides, there would be better mechanics,
whereas the machines do so much work that the men get eareless as to certain parts
of their work.

By Mr. ARSTROxNo:-

Q.-But in the absence of that condition of tlhings do you not think that the short-
ness of the hours of labor would give more work ? It is almost impossible, you know,
to stop tlhe onward iarch of nmachinery. A.-The shortening of the hiours of lalor I
look on like this : Take the sunmner nonths hore. There is always a certain amoun t

of woirk to be (onie in Toronto, ai men are more enployed, but the trouble is that
there are so many holidays, and so nuch wet weather. I would not find faîult with
shortening the lours of labor; I am an eight-hour man, but 1 never find futilt with a
man wVi)ho works ten hours. When the work gets slacker, make the hours six or seven ;
make whatever may be necessary to take up the labor whenever the ien are begin-
ning to get idle.

By Mr. IEAKES:-
Q.--Do you know the percentage of idle men in your trade in Toronto ? A.-

believe it would bo as much as one-half any war.
Q.-Do you not keep a record in your Union ? A.-I think there nust be one-

half of them at any rate.
Q.-You wouid bc sutrr)iise( to learn that three per cent. was the outside last

winter ? A.-Do you mean idle mien ?
Q.-Yes ? A--What (1o you iean by winter ?
Q.- mean that three per cent. would be the average, taking it from the 15th of

Novemuber to the 1st of April ? A.-Our firm emfploy perhaps on an aveuage, twenty
to thirty men, and I know they are about as honorable a firm of employers as there
is in the city. I have seen themi keep on work at a disadvantage to keep the men
eniployed, anid I kniow that there is an average of ten per cent. umnemployed in the
winter. Perhaps a good day may come now and then, but that is not steady work ;
perhaps a (Lay or a eo>uple of lays in the cweek or something like that.

Q.-Yes, at your shop, but do not they get work elsewhere ? A.-They canno t

get it at the shops, because we work in our shop in as col weather as any one else.
Q.-)o you think that one-half the men in your trade in Toronto are idle in tho

winter ? A.--1 do. Unless it is weather like this that is the case ; I am speaking of
the weather which is very severe. You cannot get men to shingle when thc thermo-
meter is ten degrees below zero, an(d the last two or three years have been the wors t

I have seen iin Toronto ; the winters have been very long and severe.

By Mr. FREED -
Q.-Do you know any employing carpenters in Toronto who give any proportion

of their profits, over and above wages, to their workmen ? A-No, I (o not.
Q.-Hlave you given any thought to that matter ? A.- have often thought it

would be a very good thing if we could co-operate together in that way, and I do not
sec why it should not be done. I am afraid though, that when the end of the yeai
showed a balance of profit it would be all right, but if there were a loss then it would


