The other speaker who had something to say was Mr.
Litvinoff who spoke for the Soviet Union. His country,
he said, had not been a member of the League at first,
and had come in after long doubts and hesitations, but
having entered the League, it had been unfailingly loyal
to the League, and was ready to perform all the decisions
of the League, which were directed to conserving peace,
and combatting the aggressors, irrespective of whether
those decisions coincided with Russia’s immediate
interest as a state. He compared Article 16 to a fire
brigade which was evidently set up in the innocent hope
that by some lucky chance there would be no fires.
Unfortunately fires have broken out, very bad fires, and
the action of the League seemed to be that we must at
once dissolve the fire brigade—of course, not forever, he
added sarcastically, but merely temporarily. Directly the
danger of fire disappears, we shall re-assemble the fire
brigade without a moment’s delay.

So the nineteenth assembly of the League of Nations
began, in a spirit of fear and distrust, regret and recrim-
ination.

I thoroughly enjoyed having a seat on the Fifth Com-
mittee, which dealt with social legislation of all kinds.
There was something here to be proud of—the work
among refugees, the great efforts that were being
successfully made to stem the evils of narcotics and bring
to nought the designs of evil men, the work of health
organizations, nutrition and housing, and securing better
labor conditions, the prevention of epidemics by inter-
national co-operation. I learned much about these and
could see that in these and in kindred matters, the
League had abundantly justified its existence. The
League may have failed as a police court, but as a
research bureau and a clearing house of ideas it was
succeeding.
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