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Nation by Garnier and Jogues in 1640. Nine villages visited by
them were endowed by the missionaries with the names ofai
aposties, two of which are given in Sanson's map of 1656. (c)
In one "bourg" called S. Thomas, they baptized a boy five yeara
old belonging to the Neutral Nation, who died immediately
afterwards. "He saw himself straightway out of bani8h-
men, and happy in his own country." The famine had driven
his parents to the village of the Tobacco Nation. The devoted
missiouaries add, that this was the first fruits of the Neutral
nation.

In the fall of the same year " The Mission of the- Angels "
was begun among the Neutrals. The lot fell upon Jean de
Brebeuf and Joseph Marie Chaumonot. The former was the
pioneer of the Jesuit Mission. He had spent three years among
the Hurons from 1626 to 1629, çànd, after the restoration of -

Canada to the French by Charles I., he had returned in 1634 to
t1he cene ofis eaier~labors. His a'-soiate had only come
from Francrthe year before. Brebeuf was distinguished for his
mastery of the native tongues, and Chaumonot had been
recognized , as an apt student of languages. The plan of the
Jesuits was to establish in the new mission a fixed and per-
manent residenc,, which should be the "retreat" of the m.ission-
aries of the surrounding country, as Ste. Marie was of those of
the Huron mission.

Lalemant from their report describes the Neutral. Nation as
exceedingly populous, including about forty villages ("bourgs
ou bourgades.") The nearest villages were four or five days'

journey or about forty leagues (100 miles) distant from the
Hurons, going due south. He estimates the ditierence in latitude
between Ste. Marie and the nearest village of the Neutrals to the
south at about 1°*55'. Elsewhere the distance is spoken of as
about thirty leagues.

From the first "'bourg," going on to the south or south-west
(a mistake foi south-east it would seem,) it was about four days'
journey to the mouth of the Niagara River. On this side of the

(c) The principal "bourg" was Ehwae, surnamed S. Pierre et S. Paul. If S. Pierre
on Sanson's map is the same place, this must have been near the southern end of te
county of Bruce. The other villageormisuon shown on theumap is S.Blmoaet S
Inde.


