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,---erhaps the Mxost interestling' tribe ofJ Indiana in the Great West of Canada
is the Blackfeet. This nation belongi to
the great Algonkian lilguistie stock and
comprises four bands on four separate
reserves-Bolids, Blackfeet 'and Peigans,,
ail resident in Southern Alberta, inand
South Peigan, located in Montana imme-
diately south of the International Boun-
dary line. These four bands with their
allies, the Gros Ventres and Sarcees,
formed the Biackfoot Confederac y, a
powerful combination wvhich for a cen-
tu.ry held by force of arms against al
conters an extensive territory reaching
front the Missouri river forth to the
Rcd Deer, and from the Rockies east to
the Cypress His. The protection of
tl4eir vrast territory against invasion im-
posed upon the Indiana a life of almost
constant warfare with the numerous
enemies surrounding them on ail aides,
a nd developed in thern a proud and im-
pcrious spirit which, after more than
thirtyyar of reservation life, ls stili
the proi irt characteristic of the
Blackfee .XC,5

No tribe o-te plains has excited more
admiration axnong observers competent
to judge. Physically, they were mag.
nificent men, and, at one time are said
ta have numbered from twenty to thirty
thousand people.

man to settie in Calgary, havi ng a mis-
sion church there, says that while the
Crees regarded white men as brothers,
the Blackfeet regarded them 'as demi-
godà, auperiorin intelligence and capable
of doing t'le Indian gooed or ill.

They were proud, haughty and numer-
oua. It is said there Mere some 10,000
of them i~n Canad4 in the sixties. They
hid a regular poli tico-religious organiza-
tion. But in ten years their numbers
decreased by baif and their organization
fell into decay. The reason? The
.&mericans about 1866 crossed the line,
and established ten or more trading posts
or forts where fire water flowed freely
and hundreds of the poor Indians fell
victims to the whiteman's craving for
xnoney. Some poisoned, same frozen to
death while in a state of intoxication.
many more were shot down by Ameni-
can bullets. In 1870 came smali pox4ý.fn
1874 tlîcy are said tahbave been "clothed
in raga," without furs and without
guns.

It was this state of affaira that led ta
the mounted police being sent ta Macleod
ta crush out this wanton debauching and
xobbing in the name of trade. In a few
years they had gained again much of
their former prosperity and becarne a
peaceful tribe. Father Scollen is au-
thority for the atatement that in 1875
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lust now the chief interest in the war is centered in the Balkans, where the unexpected han
(,ccurred. The photo shows a Britih Red Cran Convoy enroute to Serbi&

L. V. Kielly, author of "The Ranch
,Mcn" bas thia paragrapli regarding
them:

"W'hen the white 'en came to trade
with the natives they fouind the Black-
feet a warlike race of magnificent borse-
men, trappers of beaver, huntens of
buffalo, living bandsomely on the spoils
of chiase and %var. They found. them
alneady engaged in almost incessant war
with the Assinaboines and Crees; tbey
found them treacherous, reckless, brave,
underhanded as occasion requined, and
quite topen to trade for whiteman's
blankets, guns and whisky."

Their bittenest enemies were the Crees
who held the country in the viinity of
Edmonton. Somcthing of the fear of
titis nonthern nation for tbe ]lackfeet
may be seen ia a letter which Sweet
Grass, Chief of the Crees, ditated to W.
J. Christie. chef factor of the Hudson's
Bay Company at Edmnonton, for trans-
mission ta the representative of the
"Great Mother" at Ottawa, in 1876. Ina
part it read. 

l"We want you to stop tbe Amenieans1
froni comning ta trade in our lands and1
giving 'fine ater' amimunition and1
arins cta aur enemies, the Blackfeet."

That such an overture was neglIectedE
for years without untowand results is
oun good fortune.

It wvas death ta a Cree ta, cross the
Biackfeet bonder. Foriunately these mwars
-itiî the Creeà often were mere fravs8
for the glony of young bucks seeking ,a
repuitation, itot a war ta the bitter enîd.t

'lite Blackfeet did flot allow ivbitenuena
in tîteir tenitory. Captain Paiiiser wast
adiniitted ia 1857 because bie nepresented
lier majesty and carried the British fiag.
Captain Butler also was ailowed intor
iteir domains for the same renaon. Rev.i
fýatiter Scollen, who was the first white-h

,the Sioux Indiatns who were at n-ar in the
United States, wanted the Blackfeet ta
make an alliance with them. ta extermin-
ate the white men in the land. This, he
says. they flatly refused ta do, because
they san- that the white man of Canada
was thieir fricnd and could be relied
upon ta do justly with thiem.

Thomas R. Clipsham, pioneer mission-
ary of Protestant denominations ta the
Blackfeet' bas had some interesting ex-
peniencea in bis work witli the red men.
Over a score of years aga lie came, when
there was littie else on the bald bleak
prairie 'tian coyotes, buffalo and Indians.
H1e helped ta rua the fifth and third me-
ridians in 1882, when it was a "sigbit for
sone eyes" ta se a white man. Wbiie
tbus engaged the party on a Sundav
morning topped a Tise near Fort Walsh
ta find an encampment of 2,000 Black--
feet with Big Bear as their leader. The
vnlley, he tells-was covened -%vitlî teepees,
and, the fear of the survvors was great.
it looked as thoughi the old fart was sur-
rounded. But ail fear was dispelled whcen
it ivas leanned tijat the Indians hiad mere-
]y gathered ta reinin& the autiiorities
that titeir grub stake had disappeared.
Once the larder biad been rcpicnislied al
signa of hostility vanislbed.

in 1884, Mr. Clipsharn parted ivith
$54.00 for two dav's travel over the du,2tv
plains ta get froîin Calgary ta Mclclod
in a creal.ing and urîcomf(ntalbIe old
stage. He. had been direced by the
Methodist C'litrcli to carry the gospel ta
the red marn of Soutliern. Canada West,
and for long Yvar-s lie toiled ainoingst
tltem. living their life and slïaring theiz:
meagre co9îforts and many liandships.

Titis was during the tinte of the ter.
riLle Riel rebellion, when the mene men-
i)on of' a whbite man stinred the fine of
hatred in the red man's'breast and when
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