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can be no douht that it is the intention of the French -Canadians to take

entire possession of the Province of Quebec, and to drive the English out

of the province. There can be quite as little doubt that in pursuance of

this ohject, and iii order to further their own peculiar ends, they have

repeatedly so used their legislatîve power as to discriniinate against the

English niinority, and to trainple on aîid set at naught the riglits of the

latter. A few instances will suffice to, nake this clear :

Under the municipal law of the Province o? Quebec, no territory
forming part of what is called a townshil5 înunicipality can be separated
from the municipality of whiîch it forais part, in order to be erected into a
separate municipality, except on petition of two-tlîirds of the municipal
electors of the territory whicli it is souglit to separate, and of lialf o? the
electors o? the remainder o? the municipality. This is ohviously a just and
salutary provision o? law. A few years ago (I think in 1884), it was sought
to divide up a township municipality in the cotinty of Shefford ; the rate-
piyers of this municipality were for the most part EnIglish. The French
ratepayers iii the territory which it was proposed te set aside, thougli
somcewhat less in number than the English ratepayers dwelling in the

saine territory, were proportionately far more numerous than in other
parts of the township. Tiiere was no good reason why the new muni-
cipality should have been created-the change was unnecessary, and
it was opposed by a majority lîoth of the ratepayers o? the township and
of the ratepayers of the proposed niew intunicipality. But it hall this to
rccomimend it, that it would inceroase the influence of the French ratepay-
ers in the municipal atYairs of the counity, an(l correspondingly dinuinish
that of the English ratiepayers.

As there was a mîajority against it, the change could iîot be miade t)zder
the law. Accordingly recourse was hiad to special legisiation. A bill was

introduced in the Leg'isiative Assenibly, and despite the indignant protests

o? the English Members in the Flouse, o? the Englîsbi ratepayers of the

townships in question, and of the English -speaking people of the pbovinice
it in due time became law, and thie new municipality was duly created.

This shows that the French in Quebec, wben prevented by the law of

the land from obtaining an unjust advantage over the Englishi citizens of

the province, are not above resorting to special legisiation to secure such

advantage. Further coinientary is needless.

Another example of an equally startling kind will sutice by way of

illustration. Urefer to what is coinînonly known iii tlîis province as the,

Ste. Barbe case."

At the tinie of the Conquest, part of the land in the present Province

of Quebec had been already grantcd by the French Crown, whilc a con-

siderable portion was still ungranted. The forner clams of lands wr

held under what was called the seigniorial tenure. The Crown lands, how-

ever, when granted after the Conquest, were bield under what is kniown as

f ree and commun soccage. These lands were coin monly known as township

lands, and were miainly situated in the present «Eastern Townships, and iii

the counties o? Iluntingdoii, Chateauguay, etc. The seigniorial lands wem'e

then and are stili subject to the Frenchi system of municipal law, under

which the Romnan Catholic bishop of the diocese, with the con-sent of the

Executive, lias the power of setting apart certain territories, linder the

name of parishes, net only for ecclesiastical l)ut also for municipal purposes.

These parishes thus set apart are regular municipal corporations. Wliether

the township lands are subjeet to this Frenchi municipal systemn is a mîatter

which 1 shali not atteipt to diseuss as a question of law. As a niatter

of faut,' however, there can he no doubt that it was universally believed,

and that the belief was acted ilpon, that these lands were not subjeet to

the pecullar parish system. It was believed that municipal corporations i

the townships could be created in one of two ways only : (1) by the county

counicil in the manner prescribed by law, and (2) by Act of the Legisla-

ture - and such until very lately bias becti the practice. This belief and

practice we -re the more natural because the townships were originally

peopled by English scttlers, it being reasonable to suppose that those men

should live under a municipal system to wlîich they lîad been accustomed,

and which suited their requirenients, instead of under a systeni peculiar to

people of a different race.
About seventy years ago a number of Old Country immigrants settled

in what is now the township of Godmanchester, in the county of ilun-

tingdon. They were assigned land, wbich in course of time they brouglit

into a good state of cultivation. At that time ail or nearly ail o? the

inhabitants o? the cou nty were of English descent or spoke the Englisb lan-

guage. There were no French, or none to speak of. By degrees, however,

Frenchi came in, in considerable numbers, and bouglit (generally on credit)

swamp lands of little value which the English settiers did flot think it

worth their while even to, cultivatc. These meni were of far less intelli-

genc a soialstading, than the English settlers; their lands were far

less valuable, and altogether they were no0 great acquisition to the county.

Up t;o 1855, the local municipalîties in the county of Huntingdon were

township municipalities, and were so-called. In 1855 certain territory

was ýseparated froni the township o? Godmanchester, and erected into a

munýicipality under the name of the pariali o? St. Anicet. This new muni-

cipality, though called a parish, was not o? the nature of the parish muni-

cipalities in the French Roman Catholic parts o? the Province. In every-

thing but namle it was an ordinary township municipality. In 1882 the

Roman Catholic Bishop of Montreal was asked to erect a part of this se-

called parish of St. Anicet into a regular parisb iunicipality. Hie cern-

plied with the requeSt ;his action was approved by the Lieutenant-
Govener~fCoucîî and an Order-in-Council was passed by which this
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territory wvas declared te have lîccoîne a panisl inunicipality under the
naie o? Ste. Barbe.

These proceedings, assuining, as tlîey did, the riglit o? tlîe Roman
Catholic hierarclîy te interineddle iii the municipal governmnent of the
township lands, caused th(, Eno'nlishi inhiab)itanit8 o? the county no little
alarmn and indignation, and both tTîe countv council and the English
i'atepayers in tie territory concernied refuqed te recognlise the pretended
iîîunîcipality. Matters wvent on iii thjis way for' several years till, in the
session o? 1886, application ;vas made te the Provinicial Legislature for a
special bill to erect Ste. Barbe into a parish minicipaLlity. The application
was opposed, and, after a great deal o? dispute, a bill was pansed in which
the proclamation o? 1882 was referred te, somne errons contained in the
proclamation corrected, and Ste. Barbe was iecognised as a civil and
ecclesiastical parish. Nothing was s4aid as te tue granting of municipal
powens, unless the word "civil," containied iii the Act, is to be taken as a
broader terni, including withiîî its nîcaning the narrewer terni " mýunicipal."
The question then arose as te whetlier the Act referred te hîad created a
canonical pariât, the creation o? wbichi inerely affected thme Roman Catholic
inhabitants o? the parish, andi eveni theiii for religions and scbool purposes
only, or whether it created a parisu iinicipality. 'Ple inajoî'ity of the
ratepayers o? the alleged inunicipality had already elected a nmunicipal
council. This council attenipted te obtain recogitiion frein the county
council, and aise seized the goods o? certain Englisli ratepayers 'vho had
refused te pay their taxes. The county counicil again refused te recognise
the niew nnicipality, and again declined te allow the soi-disant mayor to
take bis seat as a connty councillor. A writ of mundamus was then
applied foi' te compel the county council te recogism the rnayor o? Ste.
Barbe. In Septemiber tbe judge o? the district î'endered judgment, hiolding
that Ste. Barbe wvas a duly constituted pai'ish inunicipality, and ordering
the county cotincil te allow tue, iîîayor o? the panisl te take bis seat.

If this jiidgînent is not revem'sed its effects will be niost disastrous.
It vintually inaintains that the Romn Catholic bishops iii aIl parts of
the pr'ovince have the î'igbt te cî'eate municipal corporations, or, in other
words, that the municipal systeni o? the province is under the control,
neot o? the State, but o? the Roman Catbolic Cîmuncl. Such a state of
things is bad enougli in those parts o? the province whîichi are alnmiost
exclusively Roman Catholic; but that it should exist in those counties
where the Englisb are iii the iuajority, wlîere tliey were originally the
onhy settlers, whcre a forum o? municipal governinent suited te their ideas
and requirements bias existed almost froîîî tinie, iinieinonial ; ii short, that
the Englishi inhabitants o? the province, in their municipal'affairs, slîould
bc subject te the clergy o? a clîurch o? whicbi comparatively few o? them
are members, is really sbocking. That sncbh things could exist undeî' the
Britishî flag, and in the last quarter o? the nineteenth century, seenis well
nigbi incredible.

To multiply instances would be umîele.s4. Tho two adduced satisactorily
show that the political and religieus rigbts o? the minority iii the Province
of Quebec are in danger. To protect those î'ights thîey have need o? ahi
the weapons at their command, aiid they are at heast entitled te every
protection wbich the political constitution o? their country now affords
thein. The power o? Disallowance is a power which inay at any time be
used for their protection. It imposes a certain restraint upon the majonity
in the Provincial LegisIature, and tends te check their abuse of b oe
which circumstances andi tîme Constitution have given thom. The safe-
guards pnovided for the English minority are, as it is, sliglît and insuf-
ficient. If Disallowancc is abolislied, these safeguards, sligbt as tbey are
will be still further weakened. The (lay wben the Province of Quebec
will be exclusively Fr'ench, and wlien tîme Ronian Catholie Churcli will
rule the province supreme and uncontrolled, will be greatly hastened.
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LUINDON LETTleR.

To the clang o? wedding belîs, and the yells of the unemnployed assembled
on the Embankment, I went to the Savoy Churcli the other day ini order to
assîst at the marriage o? one o? Sir William llardman's daugliters. It is
the oddest, ugliest o? gray buildings, with a queer stunted open tower, and
walls (round wbich the ground lias risen te a height o? six or seven feet)
which look as if they imever had been yeutng, and over which the masens
and their foremen gossiped o? Henry VIII. and lis matrimonial troubles
as they put the finishing touches. Unusual as it is for a sacred edifice to,
have a wicked and disreputable appearance, yet this littie skulking building,
built in among the Great Strand lieuses, manages, I can't tell you how, to
împress one most unavourably as te its moral character. Melanclholy
graves. with undecipherable inscriptions, hune the weedy footpath leading
to the low-browed door. Melancholy graves, on which lie, scattered thinly,the last yellow and brown leaves from the tall swaying plane-trees, and in
which lie (surely ?) swash-bucklers frein Alsatia yonder, bullying, cowardly
rascal', lonely students from the Temple near by, Lincoln's Inn Scroges,
or miserable disceutented spinsters wbe yawned and scolded their lives
awayý in the decayed streets about Clare Market. Irving, with bis fine
fifteentb-century face, passed ini just in front o? mie, glancing on this side
and:that at the dingy prospect; perbaps lie was looking for the last resting-
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