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the impression that, amongst the differ-
ent topics skimmed over in the conrse of
that too short conversation, no reference
was mads to the all-absorbing questions
tbat agitate the publie mind in Canada.
Of conrss, on these it could not be ex-
pected that Hs Grace would care to
pronounce—much lees sy anything
tbat might be used a8 a public, or even
quasi public statement. Like allgreat
gtndents of human events he certainly
has f: llowed, from & distance, and in as-
much as his countless occupations and
imediate carea and responsibilities would
alluw, the different currents of ecclesias-
tical, educational and journalistic eventa
in Capada; and, without pretending to
judge of matters so far outside the circle
of bis own great sphere, atill he is able
to go directly to the source of the d fii-
culties and to indicate the causes, the
effects, and the most probable final re-
gu} 8. The incorsistency of the promot-
ers of discord in the matter of vur school
agitation is more apparent to him than
to many of those who are in the very
beart of the struggle. With that justice,
8o characteristic of the Catholio prelate,
he can see the rights that car French-
Canadiap friends have to the larguage,
aud their inheritance of iusututiors;
while, with the keenness of the far see-
ivg ubserver of events, he ia aware of the
steady advance that the Eoglish tungue
is making, psrticularly in this age ol
commerce nnd bugsiness acotivity, of rush
and g:ab.

As fur ag th.e present schoul diffi:ulty
ie concerned, while it would be unfair to
at'ribute any expression of opinion to
tve learned and experienced prelate, still
we can eay that he is in accord with the
view that the whole matter must eventu-
ally right iteel¢ upon the cons'ituticnal
keel of the Privy Couneil’s judgment, and
that it will strike all impartial minds
how inconsittent are the men whosought
protection for the mincrity, when in all
bhuman probability that minority was
going to be Protestunt, and who now re-
pudiate thcse guarantees when the
change of circumstances, bronght ahont
by the introduction of ratlwsys and the
ivflux of ancther element, esiablished a
Protestant maj rity. The great common
sense of the count:y will, inthe long run,
securo real eqrality of rightas for the peo-
pla.

The kind y way in which Archbishop
Irelarnd speaks of our non Cathalic fellu w-
chr.stians is, in itself, an explanation of
mugh of the agtounding it fluence which
be wields even cutside the members of
‘bis own fi Id. There ia wothing parrow
in nis views, nothing smsll in his idens ;
he stands upon an eminence and gsrzes
sround in all directions. His js n truly
Catholic soul ; with sympaihies a8 far-
reaching as the limits of bumanity, and
sentimentas as delicate ss they aregrand.

We havestriven, without at all infring-
ing upon the privacy of the oceasion, to
give cur readers some idea—however in
adequate ard feeble—of the man, of b.s
pbysical as well as mental stature, of his
characteristics, in as far as the circum-
stances would permit us to judge of
them. We feel that we are doing a duty
naitempting, in our rough and feeble
81yle, tu present a pen pioture of cne
whose high station and universal pres-
lige, cons:itute him a most conspicuous
personality in the ranks of the mitred
tierarchy of our Chuich. Heartily do
we repeat, for Archbishop Ireland, the
sincere wish conveyed in the simple
wo.de ad mullos annos !

WE have to tbank the Daily Witness
for the courtesy extended, in allowing
U8 10 have the purtrait of the late Judge
Barry, in time for out isve—which was
8 ey enrlier (han usuai—ls~t week, In

fact we have many such kindly turns, on
the part of our contemporary, for which
to be grateful. While we difter strongly
on certain qaestions, still that difference
in no way preventa an accord upon many
other matters of deep social and general
interest, and in no way does it affect
that matuoal assistance which the ethica
of true journalism demand. It is always
a pleasnre for us to acknowled-e any
such fuvors aud to return the compli-
ment whenever circumstances all .w,

S ————
THE TRUE SPIRIT.

The real spirit of Christianity is one of
charity, one of tolerance, one of natural
assistance. We olten hear of most gen-

‘erous acts on the part of Protestants

when Catholic undertskings ara concern-
ed; likeni e do we fiud Catholics acting
with great liberality towarda Protestants.
These things are as they ought to be,
But too fr. gnently do we read of & very
unchriatian spirit displayed in the lapg.
uage used by persons whose position and
vceation sbeuld make them more consid-
erate and tolerant. It is painful 1o bear
or resd of thise clergymen who ascend
their pulpits or p'atfc rms to abuee or in-
sult those who do not happen to be of
their particular belief. It makes an in-
telligent, a largo minded, an educated
person feel ashamed of the age he lives
in, or rather of a category «fthe men
who live in hisage. Unfortunately, and
wo must admit it in all frankness, this
method of burting unn« cessarily the feel-
ings of others, is not entirely confined to
the non-Catholic clergymen. Bat if we
have too frequent examples of uncalled
for and huriful barshness, thank God
they are the exceptions. We would be
long sorry to hold our Citholic friends
respongible fir the cxpressi ns that too
frequently fall from thelips of some over-
gealous mivisters. Above all, we would
not like to blame the high-minded and
sincere members of other communions
for the rakid, s¢peelees, calvrurnicus as-
sertions of those fire-brand preachers who
make s businesa of their unti Roymanism
aud who exert their talents in the d:xec-
tion of destr)ying every germ of Curig-
tian Charity in the hearts of rheir hear
ers.

But it is refreshing and reassuring to
turn from the contemplation of bigoted
outbursis to the samp’es of kinlly fecl-
ing that are 80 freqaent, but so very
sparingly recrdad. In a recent number
of the * Qatlook,” & non Catliolic publica-
tion, we find the following: “An inter-
e-ting item bhas reached us fruom Onio,
where a Rouman Ca'bolic priest gave
notice at two services uf 8 benefit which
was to be beld in bchalf of a Lutheram
paator who bad lost all bis property by
fire. Tha priest recommended that his
people buy ticke's, and so help a map
whose miefortune was great, but the
worth of whose work al} recognizad.” A
contemporary adds: “Such happenings
ag these are more common than some
people imagine, but it is nntbing unusual
for the friendliest relstions to exist be
tween the priest and the FPrutestant
preacher in country missions.” And we
might add, in many city distric's as
well. ‘

In this very city of Mntreal there
was & time when ths Citholic and pon-
Catholic congregations used the same
edifice for purposes of worsbip. We are
parsonally aware of a case, in the more
remote sections of the country, in which
the missionary priest took charge of the
Protestant congregation until its mem-
bers were able tu secure a minister of
their own. He did not attempt to im-
pose bis tenets upon them ; he went to
their assemblies on Sunday and read the

Boriptures and instructed them on the

generally accepted moral code of Chris:-
tianity ; he attended their siok and con-
soled their dying ; he went about doing
all the good in bis power. And when
the time came that they were able to
have a cleigyman of their own denomin-
ati. n the priest handed him over a well-
instructed and model congregation. In
the very same case, years afterwards,
the minister would summon the priest
when bis services were required by any
(atholics in the more remote parts of
the district. There was no rivalry be-
tween these men ; but there was a great
emulation. Of coure these exceptional
instances ; yet they suffice to illustrate
how much much more suaccessfully the
true Cbristian spirit of charity can be
inculoated by means of mutual uader-
standing than by methods the very re-
verse.

It is not necessary to sacrifice one iota
of cur faith, nor to admit s single error,
nor (o be less tenacious of the great
dogmag of our Church; while clinging
faithful'y to the teachings of our Holy
Religion, we can still help in creating a
better feeling and in causing those who
disagree with us on matters of belief to
reapect and admire the tenets of our
Church. If the non-Catholics with whom
we have to dealare bigoted and ignorant,
they are unworthy of serious attention ;
if enlightened and high minded, they
can appreciate the generous treatment
they receive more than they can be made
to fear the harsher methods. For these
reasons, amongst others, we would like
to see & more general spirit of mutual
sy mpathy exist. Soon the more intolerant
would gradually become ashamed of
their cosrser ways, and the sharp and
cutting edge of acrimanious controversy
would ba blasted, And the people will
alwaye take the key-note from their
gpiritual directors, If the men appoint-
od to guide and teach exbibit a more
open charity,in preceipt and practice,
the example will be followed by the
laity,

There will always be a'number,greater or
smaller, of individuals who make it their
busineus, eitber for political or pcraonal
ends, to create disturbances, and to bring
discord iuto the community, But the
great common gense of the people, in
general, will orush them out, and the
poiversal wave of gharity will bear them
off to the oblivion that is their natural
condition. In this seagon of burning
questions, each atlecting, to a certan
degree, the interests of the different sec-
tions of our cosmopolitan & ciety, it is
well to pause in the middle of & general
excitement and to rcflect well before
giving expression to our ideas. Uace the
words are spoken that hart, it is difficult
to recall them, or to efface the lament-
able effects that they are calculated to
produce. The greater the heat of argu-
ment, the stronger the elements of con-
tention, the more peed is there for calm-
ness, meditation, study and careful (x-
pression.

We would, therefore, atk ot our own
co-religionists tobe as guarded as possible
in their lauguage and as coosiderste as
circumetances will permit in dealing
with the views, opinions, or sentiments
of those who are not of our faith. We
must remember that if our neighbor
errs, he may err bonestly ; that if we
know he is wrong, he may not know it
himeelf; that if he is intemperate in his
traatment of our creed, or our principles,
we must not be guilty of the same in-
temperance in his regard ; that if he is
wanting in true Christian charity toward
us, we have no right to follow his ex-
ample; that if be goes beyond the limits
in- his treatment of our most sacred
tenets, be may possibly doso through
ignorance of our principles, and on ac-

count of the atmosphere which he has
always breathed. In & word, we would
wish to see a spirit of harmony arise,
one that would be in accord with the
beautiful sentiments of the great Pope,
Leo XIII., as expressed so recently to the
non-Catholic world. Let that epirit but
reign for a time, and soon many mis-
understandings will disappear, many
irritating questions will be settled, and
the benefits that must accrue to both
Catholic and non-Catholic will be as
refreshing as the May breezes that come
with this glorious apring,
e ——

As LEGISLATORS, McCarthys—at least
on this side of the Atlantic—are queer
people. In the Illinois Legislature, on
May 2, Mr. McCarthy, one of the mem-
bere, introduccd the fullowing resolu-
tion :

“Resolved, That the members of the
General Assembly do hereby request the
daughters of Illinois not to accept the
hand in marriage of any person not a
citizen of the United States, by right of
birth or naturalization, as we are of the
opinion that the daughters of Iilinois
should ve patriotic in their views and
should disregard the title of any foreign-
er and marry nonef but a citizen of the
Uuited States.”

Probably the object of the foregoing is
to cutoff the titled Europeans who
might chance to covet the millionaire
girls of the West. We don't think that
it is aim d at Canadians, although if it
were thers would be little harm in the
resolution —-it wonld rcquire something
more high-handed than a mere resolu-
ticn to keep an Iflinois pirl from accept-
ing & good cfler, particularly if coming
frome this side of the lire. At least the
past would lead us to 8o believe.

THE G.vernor of Nebrasks has vetoed
the bill permitting miscegnation--that is,
inter-marriage between different races,
the white and black presumably. It will
soon be as difficult to get married in the
Wesatern States as it was once tosecure a
divorce. The trend of their legislation
serms to be 1n the direction of granting
every imaginanle facility for divorce and
of creating every conceivable ubstacle to
marrisge. If the exact reverse were the
case the criminal annpals of the country
would not be as black with abominable
crimes as they are to-day. After alla
buman legislature makes a very poor
show when attempting to regulate affairs
that have been settled nineteen bundred
years ago by the Divine Legislature.

TuE coming of 8pring, the opening
of navigation and the general brightness
and activity on all gides, have infused
new life into the world. It is only proper
that in the j urnalistic sphere pace
should be kept with the universal re-
juvenation. Cnnsequently TuE TRUE
WiTNESs intends to put on a new dress
and come out in the latest fashion. This
will probably be our last issue in the
present form ; the great number of our
resders who have taken so much inter-
est in this page of editorial notes will
find the short paragraphs continued on
the editorial page of allour future issues.

Every week brings some fresh dis-
covery of lest grma of art. It is surpris-
ing to read of the precious manuscripts -
found hidden away in the libraries and
museums of the continent. TRecently a
hitherto uznknown -cantata, by Rossini,
was discovered in the Rossini Museum
at Peaaro. It was sung there & few weeks
ago. The subject is the episode of Fran.
cesco da Rimini in Dante’s “Inferno.”
The dust of years covers many & pre-
cious relic that the hand of investigation
will sgome day resone from oblivion.
What a mighty teacher the Past hag

been | -



