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fortiess, incoing 'and as it were beseiging lm 'in it- s'prenadh
every moment among- the neiglibourimg houses and redulnmg him
witimu narroiver and narrower limits confirmin ,hiin at length to'thé
site of the Kremlin alone.

' IWeiready breathed notiif'but smoke and ashes. 'Niglt ap
proached, and was about to add darlkness to oui dangers.; the
Eiinoctial gaies in alliance with the Russians, incréarad in 'iolehce.
The King'.of~ Naples aand 'prince Eugene hastened to'tli&.spot; in
comipaný*,with the prince Neaüfchâitel they made 'their way to thë
Emperor, aind urged him by theiF entreates; their gestures, and on
their knees and ingisted on removing him from this scëfie of deiolas
tion.' Al was in vain

- Napoleon, in'possession of the'alace of the Czars, vas bent oû
flot yelding that conquest éven to the coniflagratiön, vhen aI at diïce
the shout'of" the Kremlin is on fire !". passed froi nouth'to mouth,
and'roused' us fromnthe 'contemplative stupor ith which ve had
beén seized* The Emperor vent out to rec'niniïre the danger.
Twice had the fire comnmunicated' to the building in'which lc w.as,
and t'lce'had it bean extinguishied : but the tower of:thersèriFwas
still burning. A soldier of the police haid been fourid il it. le was
brought, and Napoleon cansed him to be interragated in his presendé.
This man was the incendiary lie had executed his'oniinission t the
signal given by his Chief. It was evident thût every thing'was'devot-
ed to destruction, the antient and sacred Kiemlin itself not '-cepted.
. The gestures of the Emperor betokened disdain and vexatiôn,'the.
vretch was hurried into the first court where the enraged gienhdieis
dispatched hlim with their beyonets.

" This incident dècided. Napolcon. ' He hastily desended the nor-
thern stair case, lhmous for the massacre of thé Strelitzes and de-
sired to b guided out of the city, te thé distánce of a league on the
road to Petersburgh,- toward the Imperial palace of Petàbývsky. But
ive were incircled by a sea of fire, vhich blocked- up ali the'gates of
the Citadel, and frustrated the first attempts that weré nade te de-
part. After ,some- search, we discdvered a postern gaté léading'be-
tween the rocks to the Moskwa.* It ivas by this narrow pas'age that
Napolcon, his officers and guard escaped from tho Kremlin. 'But
vhat had.they gained by this movemeut? .They bad approached
nearer to the fire, and could neither retreat nor renain wlere'they
were.;' and how 'vere they to advance P how force a passage tilroiugh
the waves of this ocean offlame ? Those wiho had traversed the city,
stunned by the tempest, and blinded by the ashes, could no'find

. their way, since the streets themselves were no longer 'distinguisha-
ble amidst sinoke and ruins. ;I .11;ý

e There w'as no time to'be lost. Tlhe roaring of the flames aroîïnd
us becaie every moment more violent.' A single narrow vinding
Street, al] on fire, appeared to' he ratier the entrance tiü the otitlet
to this hell. The Emperor rushed on.foot' and without; liesitition
into this narroy passage. He advanced 'arid the crackling of'the
flames, the crash offoors, and the ihl 'of burnimñ 'timbers aridof
the red hot iron roofs ,hich tumbIed around' hiir. Thesc ruilfs'Jni-
peded his progress. The flames whichi with iinpetuous roar, oiisuni-


