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 fortress; mc)osmg ‘and ' as it were’ besexgmg “lim *in 1t~" spreadmb'
every moment-among: the nelghbourmg houses ; ‘and: reducmg him”
within narrower and narrower’ limits onﬁrmmg “hxm at Iength to tbe'»

site of the Kremlin.algue,
- 4¢ 'We:already breathed nothmg but smoke ‘ar
- proached, and was about to .add’ darkiness® to ‘our- ‘dangers;

'\shes., nghl: ap-
he

IJqumoctlal sales in alhance with the Russians, ‘increared in vnolence. "
The King ‘of Naples and prince ‘Engene hastenéd. to thé’ spoti in .
company with ‘the prince Neaufchatel they made “their way to'thé .
“Emperor, and urged him by thexr enhea‘ttes, their géstures, and on -

ghieir knees and ingisted on removmg lum from tlus scene' of deso]a—
tlon. ‘All was in'vain, -

« Napoleon, 'in’ posséssion of the pa]ace of the Czars, was  bent onh

' not yelding that conquest éven to the coriflagration, ‘when all at diice
the shout'of £ the Kremlin is on‘fire I”_ passed frorn mouth'to mouth,
and roused’ us from'-the contemp’iatlve stupor: with ‘which we had
been seized. The Emperor went out to' recopnitre’ the ‘danger.
Twice had the fire communicated - to the bu)]dmg in“which he was,
and twice'had it been extinguished : but the tower of ;the'arsénal’ was
_still burning.”” A soldier of the police hud begn found i in‘it; " He; was

brought, and N'\poleon catsed him' to be interrogated in his presence. :
This man was the incendiary he had executed ' his conimission at the’

signal given by his Chief. "It was evident that:every thing' was-devot-

ed to destruction, the antient and sacred Kremlin- |tse]f not exccpted ‘

¢« The gestures of the Emperor betokencd disdain and vexation, ‘the,
wretch was hurried into the first court whele the enmncd gren'ldlexs

- dispatched him with their beyonets. -
< This incident décided Napoleon.-' He hast:]y deecended the nor-
thern stair case, famous for the massacre of the Stxelltzes :md de-
. sived to be guided out of the city, to the -distance of d Jeagiic on the

road to Petersburgh, toward the Imperial palace of Petacwsky, = But |

we were incircled by a sea of fire, which blocked: up all the'gates of

the Citadel, and fristrated the first' attempts that wére Tade to de-
‘part. After some- search, we discovered a postern gate léading be-
tween-the recks to' the Moskwa. It as by this' narrow passavc thal:
Napoleon, his officers and guaul escaped” from the Kremlin, “But
-wh'xt liad they gained by this movemient ? "They had approached
nearer to'the fire, and could. neither retreat nor’ remain where they
‘were.; and how ‘were they to advance ® how force a passage tlnough

thie waves of this ocean of flame ? - Those who had traversed the city,’

stunned by the tempest, and - blinded by the- ashes, ‘could not’ find
. their way, since the streets, themselves were 1o lonner‘ hstmgulslm-
- ble amidst smoke and fuins,:

-« There was no time:to be ]ost. The 1oa1mg of the ﬂamcs around
us became every ‘moment mote violent.' “A single narrow: ‘winding

Street, all on fire, appeared to be Tather the. entmnce thin the ‘outlet”.

“to this'hell. The Emperor rushed on _foot:and without; hesitation

_into this narroy passuge. He advanced ‘amiid’ the cracL)mg ofthe
fiames, the crash of loors, and the -fall ‘of burnmo tlmbers"and of
the red hot iron roofs’ 'which ‘tumbléd “arotind* hiin. ] These Jfuinsiim- -

peded. his progres:. The flames- \slnch w:th xmpetuous roar,’ consum-
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