THE SEARCHLIGHT

“I can see through your plan,” no )

conlinued.

“Circumstances mads n loafer of me,
and you now wish to employ the same
means to malke me honest again.*”

Sir. “I may be bad and wicke
Your methods are
very drastic, bul T (hink your glan is
“The Story of

I am not a fool.

good,~—Chap. 111,
Diclatorship.*’

bat

my

Some days ago there drifted into the
oifice of u prominent attoruay in Toroute
street o man of small stature, probably
an years of age, his whiskery tinged with
zrey, small eyes amt a face that betoliened
an alr of complete satlsfauctivn with L
self.  His busluess with the ittorney heing
of a private nature Iy 1ot necessary  for
publication, but what subsequentiy  fol-
lowed betweest the two ix worth recording,
ag tending to show the ddever and loghoal
reasoning Involved sotetines b a Htthe oft
hand  discusslon,  Che conversatlon  be-
l;\ ecn the two led to the ncldence of taxa
tion.

The visltor matntalued  “that weallth
should be the basis of taxation, and that
alt things scen and unscen should be levied
upon for taxatlon.'”

T'hlg statewent from a man of apparent
futellgence aud houesty rather anuoyed
the attorney, who I3 generally  loolked
upon as belng a pretty clever fellow in
ceonomles, and for u moment  perfeet
sllence seigned. However, affafrg brgan to
look Iuteresting, as the attorney slowly
sottied himself back in his chaly, and In
quiet tones cowmienced to read his visitor
a brlef lecture on taxation and econowmics,

“Aud so you Dbelleve,” he sald, “that
wenlth should be the basls of all taxation ?
Very well,let us see where your conclusions
lend to, “The clothies you wear—your har,
your, shoes, the jewellery you are sporting,
the house you llve In,  the machinery
In your factory; In fact, cvery concelvable
article of use you can think of. Where
A the clements the, arve composcd of
come from otigihally 7 You wlll, of course,
reply, the earth.  Now, as these things
manifestly were not created in thelr pres-
ent form, thea it s perfeetly cleay that
the toll of r.an produced them, Briefly,
then, all things come from land by the
npp)‘cntlon of labor. Let me further dem-
onstrate this. If you cut Jdown trees and
transfer them Into lumber, or mine coal
for fuel, gold and sliver for jcwellorf. ron,
etc., for machlnery, or dig clay and make
into bricks, or it you should breed sheep,
cattle and horses, from which sonrees the
wool of ti.e sheep goes to mnake your cloth-
fng and hats, the hlde of lLiorses, ane cattle
to supply leather for your shoes, a' d many
other articles of commerce, or if you catch
a fish, shoot a bird, grow wheat, frauit or
vegetables for your su?ply of dally food--
do you not observe that the clement of
Inbor enters Into everytbing I have men.
tioned 7 Consequently It follows that the
product of labor naturally belongs to the
Prodnccr. And Is it not true that by the
utelligence, industry and thrift of iven all
these things may Ve acqulred 2 Yet, un-
fortunately, how many there are who die
of etarration every year—

“WWhile niltlons of lands want acres.

And millions of acres want Lands.®

“Now the cssential thing required for all,
and necessary to all, In order to praduce
and live, I8 free access to the carth—the
source of all wealth."

“But how 7' exclalms our visltor.

“We'll como to that in a moment. Do
you Zollow mo 2 sald the attorney.

The visifor nodding his asxsent, the at-
torney again procecded,

“By your propositlon of making wealth
the Dasls of taxation, you delegate a power
1o the state thtough our Jaw akers, to doe
what you and I would be ashaiield 1o coni
tenanee any ludividual dotug- that s to call
on alf men fn the commutiity, dematdinog
of them n pottlon of what they had o
dneed, becanse they happeacd 1o have nune
of the goutd  things of life  than  the
tupecuntous dodividaal - who  called o
them Wohat yYon would refuse to con.
tenanee In an individual doing, aud which
wonld be an act of coininon robhery, you
muaetleally glve a power to the state to
do. and fn this you regard it no wroug,
Ihe oty difference between the two eases
18 that with the Ibdividuad the spollsy he
obtalns iy lost to Its owners, while on the
other hand the gpolls exacted for the state
1s expended for the goveriment of all, hat
not 11 provortion to the Lenetits recelved
of government.  Your propostlion alse iu-
volves a direct Interference with man's
Hhe, « and method of producing wealth,
besides 1t enables dishonest men o oxeape
their share of the taxation levied by ner-
Juring themselves, mrd making the honest
men of the comwunity pay ot belng truth-
ful. In brief, your proposition breeds fraal
and perjury and corruption, and dlscour-
ages men for belng Industrious and tbrifty
by taxing them, while you peribic {die fand
speculators to reap vaiues they have uot
produced, and lords of the soll, ground
1ent collectors, to escape taxation altoge-
ther.  And you cail thig honest and just?

The visitor, wlho had listened attentively
throughout to the attorncey, at last began
to speal:s

“I gee more clearly now,"” he said. “Your
remarks have bLeen a revelation to me;
I had always belleved land to be wealth, In
other words, property (labor products), and
that it could be dlsposed of just llke any
other article of wenlth, Land s thg
source of all wealth, and Is lmited In
quantity willst wealth can _be clther In
creased or dlmmlnished, according to its ac-
cessibllity to " land, and it follows from
this that If the land can be ‘owned’
mononolized or held out of use, there is
really nothing in our law to nrevent a
few men acqulrltg control of thie whole
available source of wealth, to the detri-
ment and roidation of thousands Hving
and those yet unborn.

oMenier, tbe chocolate
i3 the absolute owner and king of the
Isiand of Antlcostl. All persony living on
this Island are subject to tribute and regu.
latlons. Thus the power of land mottopoly
Is great and wlcked cnough to deprive
men of the oppottunity and means of lve
{ihood, and If It docs not altogether do
this, though It does do so, It can at least
make them pay pretty dearly in ground

manufacturer,

rent, avd in additlon to thar pay all taxe.
tlon for government besides.

“How to remeqy tuls evil and its attend.

ant eovils, and at the same time Jnstitute
n system of taxation that will be sclentifie,
and equal In applie~tlon, 1 do not ag yet
colieelve of 2 course of uctlon

As Ienry Geurge hags  shown,”  suald
the attorney, *‘the pian i3 ghupllelty itselt
Abolish all taxstion that i3 now lnposed
ot fabor atd the resuafts of fnbor, abolish
fng one foris of a tax after another by
degrees, it (he oy svutcee feft for reve
nue s the gite value of Jand, Why? Be
caune the slie or locatlon value of langd
Ix created by the presence aund Industry of
tlie  whole community, and properly so,
pelongs to all. By the adoption of thls
course all ovbhoxlous features of the pres.
ent want of system are relegated to the
rear, and there Is Instituted a princlple
which at ouce reaffiring the equal right of
all men to the use and cnjoyment of the
carth, and wbo will thus, as members of
sovlety, teceive thelr share of compehsa-
tion fer belug eacluded from particular
portlons of the carth’s surface, to whbich
wll have cqual rights—the rental value of
Iand which represents or reflects what the
peeple have colicetively created, add this
rentat value when collected goes Into
the treasury of tle communlty, to be cox-
poid-d for the benefit of all. This plan
will force idie land on the market how
Teld ont « ¢ 1 * for speculation. You can
readily see, think, how it 1s possible for
crery et to accgire the possession, sint
‘ownership,' of land on equal terms with
all other men Smply on paying one tax.
ang that baced on the rental value of
Jand  Besldeg thly advantage, the state
or community for cver relleves men from
further payment to it for holding or ob-
talnlng  wealth, thus sthinunlating produs.
tion i all Lrancbes ana walks of iife, open.
fue anehues for the employment of 1dle
laber and caplital, waking posstble moe
happy and contented Lumes, and rendering
full fustlice among men.”

Iixit visltor; hia saw the cat.

Mr. Robert Hall, the single. tax alder-
manle candidate In__the Fourth Ward, Is
again In the deld. Ylis chances for suceess
are by no means small, Consldering the
candldates whom he run agalnst iast year
—and they were all old heads~Mr. Hall
did remnatrkably twell,

GUASGOW BUCCESS,

The victory referred to is an uninlstak
able one, cvery candldate offering himselt
had  submitted to him a serles o2
questions stralght and to the point, there
was no chance provided to escape glvin,
an ANSWer one way or another. A man was
elther opposed to the single tax or he was
fn tavor of it, The rapld progress of pub.
lle theught and the advance In leglslatlon
along the Jines advocated by Henry George
will soon be difficult to chronjcle. After
a while when the crowd Lecomes very nue.
merous~-and the bands begln playing, we'it
hear an oft repeated phrase, ‘I always
did belleve In 16



