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A few would go still further in their admissions, and in their willing-
ss to borrow from Cbristianity, even professing to believe in the incar-
jon of Christ, but, with the same breath, declaring that they believe
1ddha and Zoroaster to be incarnations of the deity.

Phe Amrita Bazaar Patrika, a stubbornly orthodox Hindu newspaper

of North India, in an editorial has these words :

¢« There is scarcely an cducated man in India who has not read the
Bible. It is impossible for a Hindu not to feel a profound respect for the
Bible. The real fact is that every true Hindu is a believer in Christ also.
There is not a true Hindu all over India who does not Lelieve in the
Avatar [incarnation] of Christ. Indeed, in the matter of devotion to
Christ the Hindus and Christians are on a perfectly equal level. There
cannot be the least objection on the part of a Hindu to pray, ¢ Save me,
Father, for the sake of Jesus Clnist.” ??

They would simply add Christ, with His inimitable life and teachings
to their pantheon, but remain Hindus or non-Christians all the same. To
this end *“ The Arjya Literary Society in Calcutta, composed of non-
Christian Bengali gentlemen,” we are told, ‘‘ are now cngaged in trans-
lating the Bible into classical Bengali. They have asked and obtained
the assistance of representative men of the Christian commaunities, lest
anything should appear in the translation which should make it anti-
Christian in tone.”

The third distinct trend is toward agnosticism, and this I regard as the
most portentous trend of all, for it exists not only among those who openly
so avow themselves, but untold numbers who for <ocial reasons ally them-
selves with some one of the other parties, have really thrown themselves
into blank and cheerless agnosticism, and the number is increasing faster
than we know.

There is, however, in spile of all the above-mentioned opposition, an
uaquestionable uudercurrent tending toward evangelical Christianity.
There came to me secretly in my tent, when out upen 2 tour, a native geu-
tleman high in office, in caste, in social position, wishing to have a private
conversation with me on the claims of Jesus of Nazareth to be the Savior
of the world. After a somewhat extended conversation he said to me, in
substance :

¢ 8ir, I am not a Christian. I am still regarded as a devout Hindu,
I still perform enocugh Hindu ceremonies to avoid suspicion, but in my
heart I dare not deny the claims of the Bible. T sce the power of Jesus
Christ in the lives of His followers so distinctly that I cannot deny His
Divinity. He must be Divine or He could not work such a change in the
lives of those who become His disciples. e is not yet my Savior.  Caste,
wealth, position, family, «ll hold me back ; but even now I never allow
Him to be spoken against in my presence. I have Jong been reading the
Bible in secret.  The more I read of Christ snd ponder over His life and
teachings, and the power to conquer sin which comes from embracing His




