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that each species had its own peculiar adaptation for the success-
fui distribution of its spores. In one case, -viz.. that of the
conimon polypore which grows on the sides cf trees. it was
adrnirably shoýwn bv an excellent specinien that the vertical
position of the spor-e-bearing tubes is essential te distribution
of spores and that when the position of the fruiting body had
been altered by the falling of the tree that a re-adjustient cf
the plane of thie fruiting body threugh 900 had taken place the
succeeding season. Anether specimen exhibited showed the
effects cf the mycéliumi in changing the colour cf the wood
libres froin the normal shade te a brilliant green.

During the discussion which followed Mr. Eastham's address
Mr. Gussow referred te several peculiar uses cf the tissue pro-
duced by the fruiting bodies cf certain fungi that grow on
wood. Hc cited an instance which had corne under his ewn
observation where the silk-like fibres from the under or spore-
breeding surface cf a polypore had been used ip' the making cf
a ren arkably good cap. He a*iso referred te t lie peculiar way
in which ruide fire-arms were dischargcd at the turne cf the
Thirty Vears' War in Europe. Somne cf the dry and spongy
fibres collected froni the fruiting bodies cf certain wood fungi
%vere used sornewhat after the manner cf a fuse. This was
ignited by sparks froni a steel and flint and '¼..vtntuallv" the
gun went off. J. W. G.

NOTES ON THE OCCURRENCE 0F INTERESTING
FORMS 0F CYPERACE,£ IN QUEBEC.

By Bite. VîcToituN. LONG%-uBUIL COLLEGE. LNGUB9UI, QUE.

Verv littie is known cf the distribution of our local Cyper-
acea. 13eing cf shight or ne economnic value. these plants
are cf ne interest te thte averae nn.adeen bota--t- tem
selves frequently overlook thern.

.Apart frein any utilitairian consideration, the sedges play
aimportant part in nature. It is b"ï means cf this type cf

erganisi that plant life takes hold cf marshes. shoals, river-
hanks and damp places generally. If the finality. of the
multitude of individuals appears ebvieus, that of the imm yente
numnber cf species is yet an unsolved problen. It is te be
remlembered that the study cf the Carex species alone, number-
ing about 1.000, constitutes a whole science by ituelf, and
dernands the labour cf numerous specialists.

The object cf these notes is te makeicnown severul species,
or vairities. cf this famili', collected by the writer, in Quebec,
which are, hie believes, mostlv new.for that province, if net for
Canada.
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