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uthers the liîeaveiiiness of the trecisure. Sonie have xîo oye for thie
Iîinian elenîcît : otiiers fail to detect the Divinie. Sonie refuse to con-
sider the Scriptures in tlheir lîistoii.al Iight, as literature spanining a %vide
period, aîid treat thiein instead as a moire quarry of proof texts where ail

prsare of equal value. Others find iii thein nothing more thian ordi-
irnry literature, to be explained like, other products of lîiani tlîowTît.
In botu cases t1ie reverent and humble spirit nay bc lackig, for that
ýspirt iS ivilliiug to icarui both what the Lord lias said muid howv the Lord
lins spokemi. ofE remeit years criticisma lias been iiiclinied to exaggerate
the hiumami cienent in Scripture, persistetitly inclimîed, indeed, in somne
-quarters to demmy any distinctly Divine elenient. It lias looked o11 the
history of Israei, on its lawvs, its institutions, its records, its expeience
anong, thie iîaticns, as if ail thiese nighit be expiained on a purely
naturalistie basis, Nwitliout any other supernatural intervention or any
-clearer Divine revelation thian couici ho fciind iii ancient Roman or eanly
British history. Wre caninot, hlowpver, expeet that such a inethîod will
attain the truth, hecause it cornes to the B3ible not to expiain it but te
Cex1)aifl it away, not with réverent spirit to recognize amiy evidence of a
Divine eleinent but iih dccided conviction that thiere is no Divine
ýelenient, not with the listening, rece)tive hieart thiat says Il I wiIl liban
wliat God the Lord hiath saidl," but rather iii the spirit that wvoulà banishi
tlie Lord of tnmmth froin the gardoni of knoivledge, as it asks iii a toue evenl
more of denial than of doubt, "lYen, biath God said ? »>

Thiis need of the reverent nnd hiunble, spirit is further illustratedl if we
*consider, fer instance, the clainis of Christ. it seeis to us «whlen we
read Chinist's dlainms, the words thiat disclose his sclf-consciousness, that
.sliew us whnt Re considered 1liniseif to be, that wve are iii the. very
centre of Divine revelation, at the innier shrine of thie sanctuary. Chiarles
Lamb said that if Shakespeare camp. into the roomn we 'vould ail rise to
greet humui b)ut that if Jesus camne iii we would ail kneel dow'n before
Hini. Als 'vo think of the wvay iii which He i esents Iliniseif to us,
oendowed vitl i e pow~er amîd revealing the love of the Fatiier, clothced
with autlîority to forgive sins and te execute judginleimt, wvortIiy of Divine
honour amîd glory and worship, w'e seeni constrainied to bew down'm before
we examinme, to revere in order thiat wve niay understand. *fhere were
those W~ho iistenied te Bis wvordsi wvho heard. Ils dlaims, w'lio Iookied
upon Blis person, not wit1î a neyeront and humble iîeart, but with the
-coldly critical, flippant, self-conceited spirit, andi %ve know how fan they
wc efrom iearingi the trath concerning Min. Having eyes they saw miot,
and hiaving cars they henni net, miither did they understaind. WhVlateven
tlieîin professions they were the anti-supernaturalists of thieir day, and

*Said lu tijeir irroverence, by thie -vay of explaining Christ and Bis
wvords, l"He lath a dcvii," "HTow eail this nian give us Bis flesli te
oeat1" " Ali, thou that dcstroyest the temple and buildest it iii thre
days, save thyseif, and comvpe down fromi the cross," "lHe saved otliers,
l-inmself Be camînot save." To that spirit the kno-%vledge of Divine
things, the inteligent apprehiension of the Penson of Chrnist, beconies
iîtten1y impossible, as is the knowledge, of the, sun's noonday glory to
the blind.

But) indeed, the very conception of the Gcîd -%hloni we wvorslîip, the


