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THE' STOIZY OF A TICKET AGENT.

'WVestern train's gene, iua'ami," said Farmer Brown,
conîing jute theo %aitlng-zomr of theo littie deot.

"9The train I wus te taIre 7 " 1 said, gasping.
"Yea, ma'am. Tee bad, but csn'tho lielped. Har-

nes ivill giveoeut soiiîotiies, you kîîow," syînpathiz-
W isi the next Westorn-bouid train due?"

"Net tili six o'clock. You'vo fivo houre te wsit.
B3e dreadftil tirosoîne, ma'am. Tîoro's a nice family
that liu'o in t'other part of the lieuse : s'pose 1 toto
yeu iiithjore. I knowl Mm. Holly 'l give you abite te
eat, and sho'll bo prend te lot you rcst on lier spare
bcd. Fine ivenuani, Miss Hollyiis; I know lier. Wo n't
you g o in and sec lier ma'amn 1 "

IlNo, I thîsuk you sir. T dare say that l'Il bo quite
conufortable here."

Il Wall, jesan as yeu pîcaso. But now I iiiust bo go-
ing. Hope you'll get te your journcy's und. safo,
ma'am. Goed-by."

And Farnior Brown left the roem, mountud lus wag-
gon, and soon disappeared down thîe dusty road.

I 1usd been visiting a friend ivho livod in the ceurgtry
settlittent, somoe fivo or six miles tran thîe solitary
building diguified by the name of depet, and whoiî the
time came for îuîo te returiî homne, she placod nme in
tho cna of a neiglubouring farmer who was geing te a
distant village and would pass the station.

Durilig our ride we mot witli an accident Part of
tho harnesa gave away, and ivo were detained sucli a
length of tintîe that, as thre render knows3, 1 ivas tu. late
for the train.

After farnier Brun loft mu, I amuuscd myseif by
reading a nowspaper which Borne ene lad loft lying on
the seat.

Finishiug thuis, I studied tho d aigu of the wail-
paper, counted the panes of glass in the little window,
and woadered at thu tidiness of theo 9hîoie apartment.

IlCountry dopots are generally sucli vile, dirty
places ! Wonder why this is an exception 7 " I said
te myseîf. Thon a thouglit struck me. IlOh, proba-
bly thxe place is kept dlean by Mrs. Holly, over whoso
virtues Farmer Brown was se enthusiastic. Wonder
if tis same worthy femalo wouil gve me a glass of
water 7 " and I tapped on the door comrnunicating wîth
the other apartmnent.

IlComo in !" said a choery voicb, aud entoring, I
found myscîf in eue of the prettiest, cosicat mres I had
ever aecon.

The mont dehicato tint of buif was on the wails, cool
inatting coi ered the fluor, mushin curtaits, festooned
iwith ivy, hung at the windows, aud hue and thare
%vero pictures, brackets, bookis sud flowers, aud aIl the
dainty beouogings tîtat maresa room look so ",homely"
andl pleasauit.

And, most charming of ail, thoro lay in a white-
draped cradle s rosy baby, fast aalcep, with rings ef
golden hiair over lis white brow, and the great, rcd,
vehu'et rose clasped ini lis dimpled baud.

Over hirs beut a women of tiweîty-twq or three-
a little mite of a woman, wvith a brighut, dark face,
vividly-colourod, big black oycs, and wondrous dark
hair wouind ini hcavy braids about lier statcly head.

Slhe rose with a brigît anuilo wlîcn 1 entored.
"Excuse nie , but miay 1 trouble you for a glass of

watev 7 "
"lNo trouble at ail, ma'am. Pray bo scated. Ex-

cuse nue ; " snd sho loft the moain.
Prcacnthy ahie ruturned, bcarirag a salt ot coi ered

with a snuivy-vwhite niapi, and containing a glass of
îîatur, a glass o! croaaîy milk, a saucer of luscioaîa
strawbcrrics, sud a plate cf yehîow spongo cakme light
as yollow fann.

"Pardon me," sho said, smiling, Ilif I taire tee
great a liberty; but, yeu sc, Farmer Brown tela nme
of your being obligea te irait se long, and I thought
you mniglt hocliungry. "

"lWhy, lueu very kimnd you are!" I exclaimed in
plcascd surprise.

"eNot at al. It ia pîcasure te nie. If you are hiot
aud dusty, perhaps you'd like te hathe your face. If
s0 just stop in liera" and sIe led the wvay inte- au
hittie wrhite bcdroom, the vcry hart of cicanlinessand
purity.

In a little whiile I was a differant being fron the
cross, dusty, hungry mortel who lad sat in the hot
waitiug-room.

I found Mrs. HOlly a perfect littlo gom et a wouuan,
snd, aftr the mannor ef our sex, ie soon homame se
well acquaintcd as if ire had known eaclu other for
years.

And 'while 1 lay latiguidhy on licr comfortablo sofa,
sud BIe seated in lier kow rocking-chair, stitchod away
at lier baby's druas, she tohd me the romance cf hoer
hife,

I havelived in this dopotalrny days," sIe began,
"M 3y father iras agent lucre, sud ho served the com-
p any se long sud so elol tlust when hue diod they kmud-
ly alowevd me te romain in this place, irith tho sme
iragos tee. For, you sec, I iras saenteon, and, fatiier
lad long beforo tauglît me telegraphy and aithe other
worc. About a ycar after fathor'is deatir I bocaumo
aequaintedl with Jack--Jace Hfolly-mxy huSbaud;
sud Mrs. Hehly leokedl up and smueo

IJack wu as o f tho best cua er on thre rond,
(anad ir, we), avd ovory eu on zidcrod luiri au

lienest, likoly young follow. Ho tlieughit the wvorld
of me, and wo beomme oiigaged. But you know lîow
girls are. The wcakcst of thet» cati nake a strong
mari tremble."

Il1A wcak, white girl licld ail hiis hcart.strings in
lier semaîl, white har1d,' " 1 said.

IYes, and I dare say 1 ofteîi pullod Jacki's heart-
stringa rather liard ; but lio was gentie and kind wheiî
1 flirtcd with the country lads, and whon I was wild
and wayivard lie didn't remonstrato. But euie day
there came along a city clîap, ivlîe engagea board for
the suinmor at a farm hause in the nciglibourhood.

11Thîis Clarence Devarges as hoe wua called wvas hand-
saine, ivell.drosd, aud liad« that polialhcd, indescrib-
able air that in ne fascinating to mont silly girls. Jack
was kind and wcll-manored. but lie didn't have a
bit of style about liim aind style is wlîat I doted on in
thune days se I sniubbod Jack, and smiled on Mr.
Dovaiges whon hie offoed nie his attentions. 1 flirtud
mont drcadfully witlî lîiîn tili aven gonerous Jack wvas
displeascd.

Ci en merning, leoking somowliat grave and wd,
lio came into the ticket-officc. The hast passonger liad
gene, and the train %vas moving out. Jack's train had
stoppcd te take on freight.

"' «Wall, how long is this thing going to last 1 ' said
Jack.

'<What thing V' I anappod out.
WVhy, this affair with Dovarges. I sec it in going

boyoîîd a more flirtation.'
"Pray what ef it 7'
"Only that I du flot want my future wife's name

jeined ivith that ef a--' Jack paused, then added,
earuicstly, 'Wall, I warn you against this fellow.
WVho knews whe h li i*

Il 1M. Devargea is a perfect gentleman, and that is
more than I can say of Bomne ethers' PI said, hotly ;
and thon some demen prompted me te add, IlAnd, Mr.
Rolly, in regard te your future wifo, 1 believe I de
net aspire te that honour-and-and here is yeu rnI drew off the little golden band and handed it tehigm.

Il'1Nell, do you moan this V inquired Jack, with his
white lips.

Il 1Yen, I do. I'ma tirait of your carping and criti-
cising. This afihir may as wr.ll bo ended now snd for-
ever,' pettishly.

Il«Se bo it, thon. Good-by,' said Jack, and with-
eut another word left the roorn.

"lTo tell the truth, 1 hadn't meaxit haif I said, and
overy, minute expected that Jack weuld kis me aud
wc'd maIreup. But now ho waa geneforevor. Amtrst
came ovcr my oyes as I watched thre fast-disappesring
train, and I would have indulged in a good cry, but
just thon tho 'speciai' came puffing up and the presi-
dont of the road carne in. lie was l a la o~gen:tle-
mari whom 1 had known since I was a wee girl.

!" Good.day]NMis N'oUie. Every thing prosperous,
I hope. Will you do a fniwour for me V'

'Certainly, sir, if 1 can.'
"Wall you see, wheu -,v were coming.down, I mot

a mani whe owcd me soma meney. Paid me six liun-
drcd dollars, and 1 dc n't know ivliat to do with it, as we
arm going up in tho woeds te sec about ]ain eut a
now ruad We shall bu gone two days. Do1C wn
tu- taIre the meney wvith me--wili you taIre charge of
it whiho I'm gene?'

"<If you'll trust me.
'Bleassmy seul ! yea, of course. Hero's tho menoy.

Muet hurry awvay. Good niorning.'et «Scarceiy had portly Mr. Sayro trotted away, bc-
fore Mr. flovarges came sauntering in.

« , Got quite a littie sus tere, hiavetî you, Miss
Neilie ?U eying the bills in my hand.

"' 1Yos,' I roplied, laughing. 'Mr. Sayre hans; inue
me lus banker. Ljook! Six hundred dollars! How
rich I ahould fccl if it wclo mine.'

IlYuu deservo te have much more, and doubtiesa
that pretty face'll win it.'

IlSomehow his bold compliment failcd te ploase,
and se it was with coidnesa that 1 said, ' Take a chair,
Mr. Devargos.'

"<IlNo, I thank you, Miss Nellie. I have an ap-
pois tment. But will yeu ullow me te cail on yeu thîs
eveningiî'

1 : 'Wcll, I scarcely thîink: I shail ho at homne. Yeu
kuow methor and sister Lula are away, and a little
while ago I got word from grandina sayune that per-
lisps I lad botter corne and stay ai niglît mvth hoer.'

"lIt was truc that I had rceived such word from
gandins, but I had ne thouglut of accepting it. I 1usd
hoped thuat Jackr would come snd maIre up, and of
course 1 didn't cave te have Mv. Dovarges ail at the
samne tinue.

Il lVhat wiil you do withyour money, Miss Noîl V'
carelessly inquircd Mr. Dovarge.

lit0O, I shall put it right here in this drawer. No
one knows; about it, and it wiil be perfcctly secura.'

"' «Dare say ! Goed movning,' and with a courtly
bow my admirer thon loft.

IlAll that day i busied unysohf at mny dutica, and
whoin night came I put on tho drams that Jack- likod
bost, and vory anxiously waitod for his coming.

"Sevanx e'clock 1 eight e'clochc 1 the hlst train haad
came and gene, and my duties for tho day woreoever.
1 put eut the liglit of tho ticket office, wcnt into tho
aittiug-room, snd mat and wait&ed. Ton o'clock!1 hehf-

pust ten ! No use waiting any logrdewould net
como.

IlI slîivered irith a namolesa droad, sud chosod thre
door. WVont te bed and cricd mysoîf taesloep.

I 1usid alept an luu, porhiaps, and thon awoko with
s suddeu start, feeling a great difficulty in broatlîiug.
A part of the quiit lay across nîy mouth, I thiought;
but, on reachîing uny liaud te romoira it, I fouad it inas
a hîsuidkerchief aaturstcd withr-what ? chhoroforin 1

IlA thîrill et terrer psssed over me. Who lsd
done tIisi? Was thora Borne eue ini thoelieuse 1

eI 1silcntly arase, sud just thon almeat screnmod as
a suddon saund sînoto upon my car. It iras onîy the
clock striking the heur of iniduiglît. I plaeed my
hîaud upen mny huoart te soothe its foerce thuroba.

" cStopping-aiong, caretulhy avoiding ail obstacles, 1
reaclîed the door, epenod it, snd advanced inte tho
sitting-reem. No eue wua thorae; but somne eue iras
in the ticket-office, for I saw s lîghut snd huard s voice !
What did they ivant?7 The iuouey 1 -0, tho meneir
left in my charge ! Sornobody ir a teaing it, an
whist ahould 1 say te Mr. Sayre ? My God ! 1 miglit
bu accuscd cf taking it mysehf, and thus forfait loueur
sud position!

I'l athor lone my lite !'I said te mysoîf. 'Iru
dofend tlîat money until deathu! sud lookcd arouud
for somo ureapon.

IlUndor tho steve iras a large iron poker. Seizing
it caret ully, I stau-ted teward the door.

"' «God aid nie !' I said, with white lu p s; sud then,
opening tIe doo f the office, I stolo softlin. A maxi
ivith huis back towards me was at the other end cf the
room. Ho had forced open the damwer, taken eut the
money, sud was looking gloatingly at the criap green
bills, whlen I stole hohind him. I had just raised the
poker te strike hinu, irlen lie glanccd around.

"My God ! it iras Clarenco Dovarges !
"'liang it ! noir I supposo l'Il have te kill this

pretty -' le seuzcd une by the throat, aud, uttering
a faint cry, I sank demn. Just thon Jackr, my cmn
dear Jackr, rushed in. I heard caths, bhows, fiorce
struggling-then aIl iras dark.

"F r the first time in my lita 1 fainted away.
"'When I recovered, Jack's face was hendiug ovor

me, sud Jack's voice uttering loi ing %vords. I put
my arrm about lis neck sud cried like a weak baby.

"Arn't you hurt, Jack? '
"Not a bit, desreat. Dovarges is disabled, though,

with a pistol wound in lis log. ' Tian't ver severe,
but will prerent luis escape.'

*' 0O, Jack, hem cameo you hore
"'Wliy, you sec, whlen we parted thus mornung,:Nchi,

Ithougît l'd nover seo yen again ; but te-niglit, after
I had corne homo, I made up my nuind te corne sud
try sud Ilmare up. "

I ratIer thought ho iras s scamp, bocause, whon
1 wua iu the city yesterday, tho chiot of police teld me
that he lad reason te think tînt a noted gambler sud
Ilblackleg " lad come up iu these parts. Ho gave
a description, sud it suited Devargea perfccthy, ail ex-
ceptiug a moustache yen se admured, uvhich mas, faise
sud feUl off in our scuffle.'

Il «Wll, as I said, I sair Devarges prowling about,
sud I theught I would sec what lievias up te. He
looked, in the wmndow at yen, sud Ihucard hitm mutter,
"The ileuco taIreit? She leathome, atter ai 'What
tha douce made lier say ehe iras going te huer grand-
metler's ? Noir, I suppose D'I have te irait till my
pretty bird is asleep."

le' Saoe at doimu undor eue troc, sud 1 sat down
under another. We both sair yu open the door sud
lookL out. Aftr you had b en in bde abot auiclour,
IJavarges forced open theo sitting-voomn windoir and
crawled lu. Whle le iras in the office hightiug the
lamp, I aise got iu at tho wmndew sud concealed my-
self un the chosot, aud-well, yen know the reat.'

'Jackr,' said I tearfully, - 11u'hforgivemfor be-
ing naughty sud irsymard, snd you'll behiove me irlen
I say that I have loved you ail the time, wen't you 7'1

IlWll, ma'am, Jackr said ho would, sud îre've beent
happy eirer since. And thuis is mny story, m'axn, my
only romance.

&"4Thora, the baby lans ivoIr up ! Seo hlm, stretch
eut huis arma! I do helievo ho irants te go teuyau.
Wouhd you hike te taIre hiin 1 Be isn't a bit afraid nt
strange-rs."

TH&a Italian Government bas becu cvincing in varions
ways a sensible desire te preserve a picific policy; irhile
fcasting Fritz it did net forget France, but sent 1cr a very
acceptable Newr Ycar's gift and greeting ini the shape et a
formai and final setticuient cf the vexcd question et consuar3
jurisdiction at Tunis, a procceding wrlicir hu given great
satisfaction.

TRx sbip canal betireen tic Baltic Sea maid thc German
Occan wmll, it is cstimated, save a jotney of 6oo miles fort
vessol nuaking a trnp betwceu cither et those waters, as the
circumuatieno cf icpeninsua cf Jutland iii hounnece-

"ary In , the proposed canal wili be only saima fifty
miles-or about balf thuat et Uic Suez Cand--extending fronu
Gluchcstadt te Kiel.

OF ail Oriental carpets the Persian are hy fat thc best,
and the test et a tUce Peruian carpet is thuat used by the
mnatives theunseves, namehy, te drop a pioce of ref-hot char-
ca upout it. This leame a singe4 round spot. If Uic car.
pet is a good ont of the firit quality, the hmnid eau theu brush
off thue singea wool withont thc lest trace of the humn bcixug
aftarwad dUu<exnIlh.


