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THE OWL.

Owls may be recognized by their short
and hulky Jurm, with head dspropor-
tionately  large,  fully  feathered, and
often furnished with tufts like the cars
of quadrupeds  ‘The eves are very large,
ard fi; most formed for seeing in twi-
tght or at nlght, presenting a ‘vacant
ntote when evposed to daylight. The
it gy are broad, and rounded, adapted
for sigorous and uoizeless but not rapid
fight in pursmit of hving prey in morn-
myg and eveniug twilight,  The plunage
fs soft and downy.

Ouwls are great benefactors to man by
destroy ing mice and other noxious ani-
mals, but frum their nocturnal habits
and dismal screeching cry, they are
generally regarded  wlth  suverstitious
fear.

In Scripture the owl is almost always
assocfated  with  desolation; painters,
poets, and story tellers introduce it as a
bird of il omen, and as the companion
of ghosts, witches, demons, and magi-
clans; almost all uncultivated nations
look uren it as an unwelcome visitor
‘he ancient Greeks and Romans., how-
wer, macte it the emblem of wisdom, an.l
rered to Abmerva, and indeed its large
ead » 1 solemn eyes give it an air of

fsdo: 1. which {ts brain does not sanc-

on.

Lot ‘Tennyson in the following linos
fves his impressions of this strange
ird

Vhen cats run home and night is come,
And dew is cold upon the ground,
And the far-off stream 1s dumb,
And the whirring sail goes round,
And the whirring sail goes round ;
Alone and warming his five wits,
The white owl fn the belfry sits.

When merry miJkmalds click the latch
And rarely smells the new-mown hay,
And the cock hath sung beneath the
thatch,
Twice o1 thrice his roundelay,
Twice or thrice his roundelay ;
Alone and warming his flve wits,
The white owl in the belfry sits.

A STONE AGE HOUSE.

On St. Kilda's Island which lies in the
Atlantie Ocean, eighiy-two miles west of
the main island of the Hebrides, a house
belonging to the stone age has been dis-
covered, with 2 number of stone weapons,
hamnmers and axes There are only
seventy -one inhabitants on  the island,
which is four thousan<d iacres in extent.
The minister is at the same time the
dt ctor and the school-teacher. He sails
to the mainland once a year to shop for
the whole island.

STRANGE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.

1i, the West Indian Islands, says an
cxchange, there are trees that bear a
pod with a split o1 open edge, the wind
blowing throug. this makes a whistling
noise that is not agreeable. When the
trade-winds blow, this whistle is loud
and continuous. In a certaln valley
there are many suca trees,  The natives
.call them whistling trees. In the Soudan
there is a species of tree the leal of
which, when stung by certain insects
peculiar to the region, who use the
leaves as n home for thelr cggs, cwel's
and forms a bladder.  When the Insect
leaves this bladder throngh a hole, ne
makes It a musical instrument.  When
the wind blows through the trees, these
leaves give out a sound like a flute.

: York.

THE CUBFEW.

Docs everyone who bas read
the peautitul poem, * Curfew
must not ring to-night,” know
know Jjust what the * curfew
means ? IFor those who do
uot we print the followlng ac-
count from the " Bacyclopedia
Britanntcn ”* :

A signal, as by tolling a bell,
to warn the inhabitaats of a
town to oxungtish thelr fires
and lights and retire to rest
Thls was a common practhee
throughout the varfous coun-
tties  of Europe during the
Middle Ages  espectally  in
citles taken in war. In the
low lLatin of these times it
was termed “ignitignjum,” or
Cpyritugium.” ‘The curfew is

commonly sadd to have been
introduced  into England by
William  the Conqueror, who

ordained, under severe penal-
tles. that 2t the ringing of the
curfew at elght o'cloek in the
evening  all lghts and fires
should be extinguished. It
seemy probable, however, that
he merely enforced an exist-
jng and very common pulice regulation
to that effect. The absolute prohibi-
tion of lights after the ringing of the
curfew be)l was abolished by Heury the
First in 1100.  The practice of tolling a
tell at a fixed hour in thie evening, stiil
extant in many places, ts a survival of
the ancient curfew., The common hour
was at first seven, and 1t was gradually
advanced to eight, and in some places to
n'ne o'clock. In Scotland ten is not an
unusual hour. As a precaution against
conflagraticns the curfew was a most
useful regulation at a period when it
was the custom to place the fire in a
hole in the middle of the floor, under an
opening in the roof, to allow th> esrcape
of the smoke. When a family retired
to rest for the night the fire was ex-
tinguished by covering it up, and hence
the torm: * couvre-fen,” or curfew. But
this salutary regulation served another
important end, since by obliging the peo-
ple to keep within doors, nocturnal
brawls in the street were in great mea-
sure prevented. There s a popular tra-
dition, for which no historical authority
can be assigned, that the severity ex-
hibited by William the Conqueror in en-
fcreing obedience to the curfew was par-
ticularly designed to prevent the English
from assembling {n seccret to plan
schemes of rebellion against hunself.
The ringing of the * prayer bell,” as it
is called, which s still practiced in some
Protestant countries, originated fn that
of the curfew bell.

A LESSON FROM A LILY.

At a teachers' convention lately, a lady,
in speaking about the inflience o1 beau-
tiful objects upon the character and con-
duct of pupils, 0ld a pretty story of an
occurrence which took place in New
This is the story as told by The
News-Tribune :

*Into a school made up chiefly of
children from the slums the teacker one
day carried a beautiful calla lily. Cr
course the children gathered about the

. pure, waxy blossom in great dehight.

* One of them was a little girl. a waif

of the streets, who had pno care bestowed
~upon her, as was evinced by the dirty,

" ragged condition she

was alwayvs fn.
Not only was her clothing soiled. but
Ler face and hands seemed totally un-

1 acquainted with soap and water.

** As this little one drew near the lovely
flower. she suddenly turned and ran
dcwn the stairs and out of the buijld-
ing. In a few minutes she returnci
with her hands wazited perfectly clean
and pushed her way up to the flower.
where she stood and admired it with -
tense satisfaction.

“ It would seem.” continued Mrs.
Coffin, ** that when the child saw the lily
in {ts white purity, she suddenly realized
that she was not fit to come into its at-

n:osphcre. and the litte thing fled awvay

!to make herself suitable for such com-
panienship. Did not this have an ele-
valing, refining effect on the child ? Let
us gather all the beauty we can into the
school-room."™

Thanksgiving.
BY LIZZIE CLARK MARDY.

. November comes with chilling wind,

And hint of snowflakes in the air ;

The streams in {cy fetters sleep.
The forest trees are brown and bare.

And set our hearts are warm aod glad,
Our hearthstones glow with hearty

cheer,

We open wide the welcome door,

For, 10 ! Thanksgiving time s here.

QEN. CUSTER AND HIS
MOTHER.

Mrs. Custer, in her * Boits
and Saddles,” tells this beau-
titu! tralt of her husband's
character * ‘T'he hardest trial
of my husband's Ife was
parting  with  his  mother.
Such partings were the only
otoaglons when | ever saw
him lose entire control of
hinirelf, and 1 always lookrd
futvard o the hour of thelr
separation “with dread. For
hours before we started I
have sgeen him follow his
mother about, whispering
sone  comfurting  word to
her, or, opening the closed
door of her room, where, wo-
manitke, she fought out her
grief alone, sit beside her asg
lcng as ho could endure it
She had been an fanvalld for
80 muny years that each part-
ing seemed to be the final
one. Her groans and sobs
were heartrending. Sheclung
to himm every step when he
sturted to go, and, exhausted
at last, was led back, half
fainting, to the lounge. The
general would rush out of the
house, sobbing like a child,
and then throw himself into the car-
riage beside me, completely unnerved.
I could only give silent comfort. My
heart bled for him, and in the long
silence that followed as we journeyed on,
I knew thut hir thoughts were with his
mother. At our flrst stop he was out
of the cars in an instant buying fruit
to send back to her. Before we were
even unpacked at the hotel, where we
made our first stay of any length, he
had dashed oft a letter. I have since
seen those missives. No matter how
hurriedly he wrote, they were proofs of
the tenderest, most filal love, and full
of the prophecies he never tailed to make
of tne reunion he felt would soon come.”
—Michigan Christian Advocate.

LESSON NOTES.

fOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTS AND KPISTLES.

LeSSON VIIL.—-NOVEMBER 14.

PAUL'S MINISTRY IN ROME.
Acts 28. 17-31.  Memory verses, 30, 31.
GOLDEN TEXT.

I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ; for it fs the power of God unto
salvaticn to every one that believeth.—
Rom. 1. 16.

OUTLINE.
1. Promptly at Work, v. 17-22,
2. Prociaiming Jesus, v. 23-29.
3. Preaching the Kingdom, v. 30, 31.
Place.—Rome, the capital of the em-
pire, the centre of the world.

HOME READINGS.

M. Pzul's ministry in Rome.—Acts 28.
17-22,

Tu. Paul's m!nistry in Rome.—Acts 28.
22-31.

W. The words of Isalah.—Isa. 6. 5-10.

Th. Onarist in the Scriptures.--John &.
39-47.

F. Hearing without profit.~Rom. 10,
13-21.

S. hinarance of unbeliel.—Heb. 3. 7-19.

Sa. £hut out.—Hedb, 4. 1-11.
QULSTICONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Promptly at Work, v. 17-22,
Why did Paul summon the Jews at
Rome ?
Into s'hose hands had he been de-
livered prisouer ?
To whom had he appraied ?
For what hope was ne bound ?
What had the Jews heard about him ?
2. Proclaiming Jesus, v. 23-29,
What was the theme of Paul's teach-
ing ?
By what witnesses did ke prove Jesus
to be the Messiah ?
How long did the service continye ?
How were his words received by the
Jews ?
What was the message to such as be-
lieved ? Rom. 1. 1s.
3. Preaching the Kingdom, v. 30. 31.
How long did Pau) remaln in Rome ?
° To whom did he preach ?
Who hindered him in his werk ?
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where In this lesson have ae an fllus-
tration— .
1. Of Christian zeal *
2. Of manly candour ?
3. Of feithful service 2
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A Loving Friend.

BY MRS, BROWNING.

Loving friend, the gift of one

Who, her own true faith hath run
Through thy luwer nature ;

Be my benedictions said,

With my bhand upon *hy head,
Gentle felow-creature !

Underneath my stroking hand,
Startled eyes of hazel bland,
Kindling, growing larger,
Up thuu leapest with a spring
Full of prank and curveting,
Leaping like a charger.

- . . . . - .

But of thee {t shall be said,
This dog watched beside a bed
Day and night unweary—
‘Watched within a curtained room
Where no sunbeam broke the gloom
Round the sick and weary.

This dog, if a friendly voice
Called him now to blither choice
Than such a chamber keeping,
“ Come out,” prying from the door,
Presseth backward as before,
Up against me leaping.

Therefore to this dog will T
Tenderly, not scornfully,
Render praise and favour:
With my hand upon his head,
Is my benediction said,
Therefore, and forever!

Songs For

Young People.

By E. 0. EXCELL.

A

Rrranged with Special Refarence to
the Young Life of tha Church,

It containa 270 selections, many of them
entirely new, with the choice hymns that
have won their way into the hearts of
thousands of old and young.

This book was u<ed at .\?&ssey Music Hall
during the late Epworth League Conven-
tion, and the volume of music produced,
under the leadership of Mr. Excell, was
entrancing.

* Lot the Sunshine In" is one of the
finest hymns in the book, and iv well worth
the price of the whole collection.

Let a little sunshine into your young
people’s meetings and make them as bright
and cheerful as possible. This little book
will help you all, is the music is bright,
cheerful and stirring.

Price, 25¢. each, or $2.70 per 40z postpaid.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Pablishing Houss,
Toronto,
€. W. COATES, Monrrrat.
8. F. BUESUIS, Haumax.
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