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pose of sending these poor people out to Cana-
da. Neither did it appear to him to be cleaily
cstablished, that the distress was owing to the
reduction of the duties on barnlla ; but even if
that were cstablished, he doubted whether they
were called upon to provide for all cascs in
which distress was the result of an alteration
in the dutics. ‘The proper remedy for such
evils was to avoid the forination of an artificial
value,—(Hear, hear.) There was another
question also involved in the consideration,
namely, whether the IHighlanders alone were
to reccive the benent of tus grant of £1:20,000.
There were other places 1n which distress was
cqually prevalent. In the Lowlands of Scot-
land, i several parts of England, and various
districts of Ircland, distress and fanune were
peculiarly pressing and urgent.  Could Parha-
ment. propo.c, under these circumstances, to
confine to the Highlands alt the bencefit of tins
grant? To the statements of the Ion. gen-
tleman, as to the peculiar fitness of sending
these persons to Canada, 1t would be a suffi-
cient reason to deny the grant that others,
cqual distress, had been refused.  That, alune,
seemed a sufficient reason against making the
grant general ; buty with respect to making it
with a view to sending these persons out to
Canada, there were other objections which
should be taken into consideration. The ques-
tion of emigration was a very important one,
and should always be viewed inconjunction with
other circumstances. It should be ascertamed
whether, in addition to transfernng those peo-
ple to Canada, they could be placed in such a
position there as would enable them to procure
a livelihood. ‘What was to be done with the
older members of the community, for whom 1t
would be difficult to make a provision by throw-
ing them upon the public? Any attempt of
this sort should, therefore, be made in concert
with the authorities appomnted by the Crown in
Canada, as well as with the new Asscmbly
which was about to be called into existence
there.—(Hear, kear.) On any question likely
to affect the finances of the country, the opimon
of that Assembly should belooked to with great
consideration and respect. In giving assent,
then, to the motion of the Ilon’ble gentleman,
he should, for the several reasons  assigned,
question the conclusion to which the Hon'ble
gentleman had come, but, at the same time, he
should not adopt the harsh suude of refusing
his assent to the motion.”

The following Memorandum on Free Grants
of Lurd to Emigrants, by the Honorable S.
B. Harrisud, explains the reasons which have
guided the Government in making those grants.
We have already stated that only fifty-cight
persons have actually scttled on the Garrafraxa
road, Mr. Ilarrison has himself sct led enn-
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grants on lund, 6o that Jus statements are
derived frem practical experience,

Mcemorandusn on Free Grants of Land
to Lmigrants,

BY THE HON. £, DB, HARRISON.

I assume that the object in making free grants
of land iy, to create a cluss of ngniculturalists
Luving an interest un the swil, by bemng made
owners of a portivn of ity and v lse surplus
labuur, beyund what ay be nccessary for the
subsistence of theniselyes and families, may be
made advantageous to the coninunity at large.
Ina new suliicient, so fur at least as regards
agriculture mercly, the relativn of employer and
cnupluycd, and caputalist and lubourer, cannot
caist, Eapenience has furmished many lanent-
able examples in Canada of the fulure of cap-
talists to render the clearing of heavy tisbered
land, and raising grain froni ity a profitable spec-
ulation in a cunmercial point of view, whilst on
the other hand, the were labvurer has, when
industrivug, mvanably succeeded in reaching
the ubject of his awmbition, the procuretseny of
subsistence, and  the realizativn of o cunpe-
tency relatively great for him.

Tlns observation 1s confined to employment
of caputal in mmprovements of an agricultural
charzeter, and does not extend to such improve-
ments us benefit the community by the erection
of mills or burldings for manufacturing purpo-
ses. 'The first object of the scttler is toacquire
the means of subsistence. It is not until he
has done this, and Ilns neighbourhood has as-
sumed somewhat the character of an old settle-
ment, that he is sohicitous about the disposal of
his gurplus produce. ‘To bring a settlement to
such a state 1t appears to be most advantageous
to admit cettlers who are cqual, or nearly so,
in point of capital ; they assist cach other by
their mutual exertions, and their efforts are suf-
ficient to advance the settlement to the position
of having surplus produce to dispose of.—
Wilst accomplishing this object, they are satis-
fied 1if their subsistence is provided ; and when
it 1s attened, they are 1 a situation to avail
themsclves of the mncreased faciities arising
from the improvement of the country.

It may be necessary to review the course
adopted upen a scttlement in the bush,  The
land generally is thickly covered with trees, its
surfuce matted with hving roots, and its sub-
stance of an exceedingly light and porous cha-
racter. The only mede in which a crop can be
got into newly cleared forest land, thus thickly
covered with stumps and undecayed roots, is
by sowing the seed on the surface of the land,
af'ter the vegetublematter 1s destroyed by fire ;
and then ceratching 1t in the best manner pos-
sible with a very strong rough harrow. ILren
when this 1s done with the greatest care, 1t of-



