Some Needed Reforms.
EpiTtor FARMER'S ADVOCATE:
Farming in the West is undergoing a change,

is in a sort of transition period, and as a conse-
quence many problems are cropping up for
Some of these concern the production
end of the business, some the selling end, and

solution.

some the social. Considering the first mentioned,
the one which receives the larger share of the
farmer’s attention and at which he is now busily
engaged, many interesting points present them-
selves. One of the primary requisites of the

production end is labor, which at present is

beginning to give the farmer some anxiety.
Requisitions sent in from the various centers for
men, indicate that a considerable amount of
extra help will be required this year, while a con-
sideration of the labor market indicates that the
available supply is none too large. While rail-
road construction is not extensive as was last
year expected, it engages the employment of a
larger number of men and cuts down considerably
the number available for farm work.

Little as yet is definitely known regarding the
number that will avail themselves of the excur-
sions which start from eastern parts in a short
time, but already officials from the two pro-
vincial Departments of Agriculture are making
preparations for their reception and distribution.
Take the province of Saskatchewan alone. At
date of writing, August 1oth, applications for
5,500 men have already been reeeived by the
Department of Agriculture and Mr. Hedley Auld,
chief of the Bureau of Statistics, states that
8,000 1s a conservative estimate of the number
that will yet be required and that in all probabil-
ity another thousand will be necessary to harvest
this year’s crop. Last year 8,066 men were
actually distributed, but this year, although there
is an increase of 159, in the average, all of which
will likely be harvested, the yield over the pro-
vince does not promise to be so high so last year,
which was phenomenal. Much will depend on
the weather from now on, as regards vield, and
in the matter of the number of men that will be
required to harvest the crop.

To the thoughtful the question of just how
long we can depend for our harvest help on these
excursions, must have presented itself. The
supply in the East is not by any means inex-
haustible. In fact, the farmers there have been
for a number of years complaining that the West
was taking the best of their young men, lessening
the available supply of farm help, necessitating
a change in their methods of farming on that
account and in some districts causing a deprecia-
tion in the value of farm land. This is in the
main true. There are on record statistics that
go to show that a considerable proportion of
those that come out on the harvest excursions
remain in the country; some go back East only
to return later, while some :

g0 back and stay
there.

‘ As long as our supply of homesteads and
low-priced land holds out, and as long as it is
to the interests of the railways to run them. we
can count on excursions, but the number in the
]‘311.\'} taking advantage of th¢m cannot continue
as 1t has been doing.

Ihére are not enough
young men.

{ [he demand here is constantly
growing while the source of supply is decreasing.

: . o : grain and grass growing : stock raising §

Recently an ingenious citizen of the Republic to grain and grass TORAE RAC S I Tusiog, with
. the manure back in the land, brings about the

desired result.

the south advanced the idea that a sort of inter-

national harvesting gang be organized and follow
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rotation 1s necessary.
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warrant the title ‘‘the flour barrel of the world
to confine our attention and place our dependence
in one crop alone; to strain every muscle of our
bodies during seeding; to take just enough gentle
exercise for a pleasant healthy appetite while the
crop is ripening and then to rustle up harvest-
help, anything that looks like a man, and to go at
it again in harvest-time like a whirl-wind? § L o
Present indications are that an opportune time EpiTOR FARMER’'S ADVOCATE:
is at hand for a change. Wheat growing on
account of the relatively small initial outlay
required, the quick and frequently abundant
returns that can readily be converted into cash,
is the ideal crop for the homesteader or the
beginner. But it cannot be wheat, wheat, all
the time. The land will not stand it and the
farmer’s duty to his family demands that he leave
them a farm in good condition and not one from
which almost everything but weeds has been
taken.

|
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Judging at Regina.

In looking over your report of Saskatchewan’s
provincial exhibition at Regina I notice some
omissions and misleading statements which ]
would like to correct. _

The judges were asked by the directors to
select a male champion and reserve, also a female
champion and reserve. We placed the Van Horne
horse, Lord Ardwell, for champion (already
mentioned) and Baron of Arcola for reserve (not
mentioned). In the female class Mr. P. M.
Bredt's four-year-old, Irene, was placed champion
The experience of the past is the teacher of the and W. H. Bryce's y arling, Lady Montrave
present, and it is no less the prophet of the future. Ronald, reserve champion; 111‘1h(‘ later class the
We can learn much from other countries or differ- assistance of Dr. Folmie of B. C. was called and he
ent districts of the same countrv. Agriculture reversed my judgment, placing the four-year-old
in older parts was years ago much the same as ahead of the yearling filly.
it is here now, that is tosay, they grew wheat, In the Clydesdale teams the judgment of Mr.
wheat, wheat, and kept at it until the land got Gibson and Prof. Rutherford was not reversed
sick of the job and finally so weak that it refused ,¢ stated, as Rosadora took the place of Lady
to produce a paying crop. Then they quit wheat Rotha and made a different turnout.
and tried to coax the land to grow something Regina. TuLLy ELDER.
else, but while it did better at that it was too e
weak and worn out to return a good profit. Then
they got sore on it and those of them that could
lit out for the towns and cities. Are we drifting

[.\\'v are aware that we had made an error in
naming Lady Rotha instead of Rosadora, but that
does not alter the case perceptibly, for Mr. Gibson
. . T : i ' placed Lady Rotha over Rosadora in their class.
in the same direction? To the writer if he reads We oladly make the correction in the names. As
the sign aright, there are three facts indicating ¢ "5 " " oo f0r championship, we are glad to
in the case of the older established farms the have thvif n'mﬂ-% 4 it is ofter difficult e
necessity for a change. The scarcity, frequent :l](] rings of f\‘tn(“kv when the judging is going on,
11}('”1(‘?011('_\‘_:m(l high price of farm 1;1_bur.thut IS put we must admit that we were under the
hired for a few mnn_ths only, the alarming increase impression that the competition ‘0 the female
and spread. of ”“Xl.ﬂu&w{wis "4”,1(_] F]\(* df‘])h‘t?”n championship was between Irene and Baron’s
of fertility, the <10glm<* in the soil M‘I“l']”(A”]“(.].”f*: Lassie and supposed the second choice was the
capabilities,comprise the three. More mixed farming I‘;:<;‘.I'\'(‘( “En ]
must be done if these difficulties aretobeovercome. o
This is not equivalent to saying to every farmer.

“Go into the stock business,” for on some farms, Brood or Yeld Mare.
the newer ones, the beginners will find wheat will __ ) '

return a quicker profit on a smaller investment. EDITOR FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

Their land being new will stand and in some cases
improve with continuous cropping with the one
crop for a few years. But this cannot be con-
tinued. While wheat may still be a staple crop,

a system of farming which will keep down weeds, 4nd as a yeld mare at the Winnipeg Exhibition.
conserve fertility, keep the land in good condition, T think a judge should use his eyes and not give
('”“}’]P the farmer to k('(']) ])i\‘ ]gﬂu»]' the vear a veld H\;ﬁ‘t‘ a ];1'i2(' i!) the t»!‘(un-i mare (‘1:’1.\\, nor
round and at the same time return a profit a mare in foal a prize in the veld class
be worked out. Summerbury, Sask .

As 1 am interested in horse judging and horse
showing, 1 am anxious to know how it 1s that
the same horse, I mean Ladv Rotha, was shown
in the brood mare class at Regina Spring Show

, must

J. B: L.
[These matters are veryv largely regulated by
the rules in the prize list. Lady Rotha. whatever
she may have looked at Regina, has since been
proved to have been in foal. At Winnipeg the
prize list insists that a brood mare must have a
foal by her side and as Lady Rotha did not foal
until after the exhibition she was not eligible to
be shown in the brood mare section. but was
eligible in the veld mare class. Personally we
think the rules ¢overning the brood mare class
should be somewhat flexible, so that a mare that
gives evidence of having raised a foal or of being
in foal would be eligible. At spring shows it 1s
difficult to decide verv often when a mare 1s not
due to foal until late, whether she is more properly

The unsatisfactory nature of our labor supply
1s only too apparent to every farmer ; the necessity
for prompt, vigorous, intelligent action in regard
to the weeds cannot fail to have escaped his
attention, especially this season, and the reduc-
tion in his yields to the acre must have forced
itself rudely upon him before now. These are
the facts that have presented themselves to us
repeatedly. How much longer are we to ignore
them, to procrastinate and to delay the working
out of a remedy? Many have sought a remedy,
but the great majority still refuse to act. A
A judicious mixture of

There are a number of different

1 ! 1 hi 1 list 1, t a brood or a veld mare ;.11(1 r'_\hﬂ)ih\l‘.\‘ \h(vu]‘] be
T e e . 5 . wayvs 1in which this may be accomplished, i
the harvesting of the crops from South America ) e » v

up through the States and into Canada. It
operation, but 1t 1s doubtful if the Western farmer y
can count on that for the solution of his labor {
difficulties. He can, however, depend on a supply

enough has been said to convince the most obdu-
. . ) rate of the necessity for a change 1 » directi
looks easy and some dav may be put 1 practical ' ; inge in the direction

willing to abide bv the rules of the exhibition

}H»:H'li }(1]

ndicated. The manner in which he works it out
nust be determined by himself: no hard and Darnley and Prince of Wales,
ast rule can be laid down as what suits one farm 13 ,;10n FARMER'S ADVOCAT

) . L o mayv not ¢ive the best result on another OW-
from another source, Great Britain. The excur- 1 ! A I tice : i 7 |
sions run by the C. P. R. last | ‘ ever, much can be learned from the methods of notice an excellent article in vour valuable
$ s : . R. last vear whe » . . : ‘ . -
800 laborers 2 - car 1611 SOME another.  Contributions on the subject are use- Paper on these two celebrated sires, and from
1,800 laborers were brought from Iingland direct ereoalls ! i
to the West, demonstrated what Id be d v ful and helpful. personally: knowing these two noted horses 1
> >St, demonstrated what could be » \ ] LI
bis d; ) 19 1a uld be done 1n Sask IS think the writer does ample justice to them, but
this direction. The supply in Ontario and the {alls 1 - 3 1 .
further Bast wiil ¢ fail T ; i latls 1nto the common error of not doing justice to
¢ : Las 7 no at or some » cac ) f 7 ) s
; . v ol - 1: ‘ U”“" o h The Good Work of Clover. Prince of Wales’ back breedine: but of course,
vear sees shipload after shipload from Great Clvdesidale faticier ) ;
Britai ) . : The repor » have received thi : lesdale tanciers do not like to acknowledge the
ritain and other LEuropean countries, land in 1e reports we have received this season of flour Ehislic) ) ) : ! <
. : A _ing crops of red clover lifferent ts of Manitol Nl cart horse blood which undoubtedh
Canada, induced to come by the available home- M8 D5 1O% Tatl CIOVEr ML GUMerent parts ol Mamtioba ‘

steads in the West. But so urgent is the Ontario
B y o
farmer’s demand for help that a large number

re most gratifying tojus, since we have so persistently &t

uch his veins The secretarv of the
i i “Ivdesdale '
dvocated the growing of this crop to fertilize and ¢ !Vdesd;

Hw] ( Su(‘l:'!\

a few vears ago was
. : renovate the scil The determination with which advancing somethine like the same theorv as
of these are 1!11%‘1'(’{'}'1(\11. Many of them, how- some farmers have persisted in sowing clover seed Your present writer puts forth, but the breeder
ever, pn]»\‘ remain for a vear or two;then after and in changing conditions to tryv to find the best of Prince of Wales came ".mih ind  distincth
recelving a training in farm work thev take the treatment to get a catch is deserving of the com- 1r e ,Ti,']‘{l,]i',, s - Liavins 1,(, 1
excursions to the West. It is larcely on these mendation of every well-wisher of the country, and im A 5 “'W i ”‘1 B 1a1 ..,y ‘,!; 11 i'li N A
that the promoters of the excursions and those Merits the gratitude of every farmer.  In the action W, rwickalire.  fro ,.'(\.‘;‘ ‘i“ ‘ .;” o M:-,]('(,
thev are designed to benefit must ultimately ©f the clover j int upon Hiclds that have been long o0 - i ?‘I‘;w --w”*l’ of s I"' . T'\("'
relv: cultivated w licve the solution of the problem: of . LU T'S. ! ‘;”;,\‘ OL Vour various
But is the West, in harvestine her crops moisture conserving and of e gal wll e CE S o [ ol Wales 1 AL GLLES the
Sihiasie < SRS found, and if the crop is persisted with, it will prove W ave been able to detect the Shire in many
alwavs to require a large number of men for 4 one of the stronvest enemies of weeds Suceessful 1ot 1 rmation nd acain seeinc that
short length of time? Are we alwavs coing to owers are invited to give the fact every prominence ! Ldms ftere oo S lor
e
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