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- By FREDERIC S. ISHAM,

The slanting rays of the sinking sun
shot athwart the valley, glancing from the
ttile rooms of the homes of the peasantry
and illumined the lofty towers of a great
manorial chateau, ' ;

Into the.little town at the foot of the
big house rode shortly before nightfall the

jester and his companion.

ats -sharpness,

_-Hig first greeting that morning _had
glance
In
“ her face was the freshness of dawn, the
&mace of springtide. Overhead sang a
lark; at their feet- a brook whispered;
around them. solitude, vast, infinite. He
apoke and she answered; her reserve be-
eame infectious; they ate their oaten cakes
and drank their wine, each strongly con-
scious of the presence of the other. Then
he rose, saddled their horses and assisted

been- a swift, almest questionming,
before which she had looked away.

.her o mounnt.

/<880 they rode, pausing beﬁmes to rest,
and: even then she had little to spy save
ence when they stopped at a rustic bridge

which spanned a stream.

: “Who is it that has wedded the prin-

27 e o
':?oi' a;moment he did not: answer; then
. briefly related the story.
_ “And why did you not tell me this be-

" fore?”’ ghe asked when he had finished.

.-“Would you have credited me then?” he

replied; with a smile.

. Quickly she looked at him. Was. there
that. in her: eyes. :which. to .him roboed
memory: of its, gting? At their feet. the.
syvater. leapéd and.langhed, curled around
:the: stonés and /. rdn  on-  With :dancing
, bubbles., Perhaps he returned her.glance
tao readily; perhaps the. recollection of
the,_ride the night before recurred over-
vivadly to her, for she gazed suddenly
away, and he wondered in what direciion
‘her thoughts tended, when she _said with

gome reserve:—-

. (Shall we go on?’

3

“base,, At once

A they drew, rein.
'\ “Shell we :
ant..
£ “Webat
. on?’ she ' asked.
meet?? o

SWeRb oWy 2o
the towp.ran a

& Wi

~werely. glancing, indi

_ glaved at them franght with mystery and

‘the possibility of spying eyes behind, but
the. thoroughfare. in that vicinity appeared
deserted save for an old woman seated in
a- doorway. Before this ‘randma, whose
lackluster eyes were fastened steadfastly
before her, the fool paused and asked the
“direction of the inn.
| “Follow your nose, if nature gave you a
straight one,”’ cried a jeering wvoice from
#the other side of the thoroughfare. “If it
fbe crooked, 'a blind man and a dog were a
1 hotter gaidet’ oo vinon oo Lo
.The speaker, a squat, misshapen figure,
‘had emerged from -a passage furning into

‘the street, and now stood, twirling a fool’s
head on a.stick and gazing impudently at

. the newcomers. : .
“Ha, ha!” laughed the oddity who had
volunteered this malapert response to the
“Yonder -signpost,
pointing ‘to" the aged deme, “has lost its
fingers, or, rather, its ears. Better trust

jester’s inquiry.-

te your mose,’ ;
“Triboulet,” exclaimed Jacqueline,

. “Is it.you, ladybird?” said the surprised
. dwarf, recognizing in twrn the maid. “And
with the plaisant,” staring hard at the
fool. Then a cunning look gradually re-
placed the wonder depicted on his fea-
 tures; ‘/You are fleeing from the court, I

toaward it,” he: remarked jocosely.
“What mean you,

horseman sternly.

 “That I have run away from

dory.
“When did you leave
‘he. other slowly.

“Soveral days ago,” replied the dwarf,
azing narrowly at hig’ questioner. “Down
the road. He should he far away. by this

?time.”

_Suspiciously the dukes’ jester regarded
the hunchback and then glanced dubiously
=3 the gate through which they had
‘He had experienced

Triboulet’s duplicity and malice, yet ‘in
. this instance was disposed fo give credence

to his story, because he doubted not that

Touis of Hochfels would make all haste

out of Francie’ kingdom. Nor did it ap-
that Triboulet should
pine for the excitement of his former life,
the pleasures and gayety which prevailed
1f the hunchback’s infor-
now have
little fear of overtaking the free baron
and his following, as not far beyond the
chateau town the main road broke into
éwo parts, the one continuing southward

toward
.entered the town.

‘pear unreasonable
-at Fools’ hall.

mation were true they need

nd the other branching off to the east.

ﬁ“'hﬂe the horseman was.thus reflecting,
Wriboulet, like an imp, began to dance be- |

fore "them.

“A gocd joke, my master and mistress
in motley,” he cried. “The king was weak
enough to exchange his dwarf for a de-
moiselle, The latter has fled; the mon-
arch has neither one nor the other, there-

. fove i§ he himself the fool.. And-thou,
. mistress, art also worthy of the madcap

—

\”

n. During the day
the young. girl had seemed diffident and
constrained, She who had been all viva-
city and life, on a sudden kept silence, or
when she did speak her tongue had lost

¥Phey: had not loog Jéft the brook and
the: hridge when from afar they caught

: ‘the chateau and the clus-
tening pregeny, df red foofed houses at its

j enter the town, or avoid it
by riding over the mead?” said the plais-

danger. would : there be-in going.
: :;»;";.V%om«; might: we

hifully be regarded: ‘the, shining
residence.  “No one, 1
think,” he at length replied, and they
4 BB
ind great wall with |
& ‘!men and a deep./moat, but-no per- |
-gon. questioned  their right. to. the freedom
..of .the. place, @ sleepy, soldier af the gatc
ntly st them - a
they passed beneath the heavy archway.
f3abeled. houses with a.tendeney to incline
from . the perpendicular overlooked the
winding street; dull, round panes of glass

Author of the * Strollers,” :

bells,” he added, his distorted face up-
turned to the jestress.

“How so " she asked, not concealing the
repugnance he inspired.

“Because you prefer a fool's cap to a
king’s crown,” he answered, looking sig-
nificantly at her companion, “wherein you
but followed the royal preference for head
coverings, Ho, ho! I saw which way the
wind blew; how the monareh’s eyes kin-
dled when they rested on you; how the
wings of Mme, d’Etampes’ coif fluttered
like an angry butterfly.”

“Silence, rogue!” commanded the duke’s
fool, wheeling his horse toward the dwarf.

“And then for her to turn from a throne
room to a dungeon!™ went on Triboulet
satirically as he retreated. “As Brusquet
wrote, ’twas :
“Morbleu! A merry monarch and a jest-

ress fair;

A jestress fair, I ween!”

But ere the hunchback could finish this
scurrilous doggrel of the court, over which
doubtless many loose witlings had laugh-
ed, the girls’ companion, placing his hand

space between two houses, where he was
safe from pursuit. Jacqueline’s face had
‘become flushed. Her lips were compress-
ed. The countenance of the duke’s plais-
ant seemed paler than its wont.

“Little mionster!”” he muttered.

But the hunchback in his retreat was
new regarding meither the horseman nor
the young girl. His glittering -eyes, as if
fascinated, rested on the weapon of the
plaisant. \

“What a fine blade you've got there!”
e said curiously. “Much better' - than'
a ‘wooden sword. Jeweled, too, by' the
holy bagpipe! And a coat of arms”—inore
excitedly—“yes, the eoat of arms of the
great constable of Dubrois! As proud a
aword as that of the king. ‘Where did you
get it?” And in his sudden interest the
dwarf half ventured from his place of re-
fuge.

“Amswer him mot!” said the girl
hastily.

“Was it you, mistress, gave it him?”
he asked, with a sudden sharp lcok.

reply.

“By the dust of kings, when last 1 saw
it, the haughty comstable himself it. was
who avore it,” continued Triboylet, “Aye;
when he défied Trancis to his face. 1 can
see him mow; & rich surcoat over his gilded
armorjthe quieen: mother gading at him with

pany - startled, even the king overawed.

{"Dwas L broke the spell, ahile the mon-

arch and the court were silent, not daving

te speak.” . : :

2 ¥on!?

flashed a, flame of deepest hatred, :
The. hunchback shrank back, then laugh-

ed, ‘4, Triboulgt!” he boasted, . “ ‘Ha,’
s, | said 1, “he's greater than the king!’ where-

wpon Francis frowned, started and ans-
wered _the constable, refusing his claim.
Not long thereafter the constable died in
Spain, and I completed the jest. ‘So,’
said I, ‘he is less than a man. And the

D |
|

on his sword and started toward the
d.-warf, The words died on Triboulet’s
Eps. Hastily he dedged into a narrow’

Her contemptuous gaze was her only-

all lier séul in her eyes, the brilliant. com-.

Jrom. the young woman's:eyes |

king, who remembered, laughed.”
“Let us go,” said the jestress,

very

Silently the plaisant cbeyed, and Tri-
boulet once more ventured forth. ‘Momus
go with you!” he called outi after them.

More quickly they rode on.
with suppressed rage
duke’s fool reganded his companion. Her
face was cold and set, and as his glance
rested on its pale, pure outline, beneath
his breath hie cursed Brusquet, Triboulet
‘and all their kind. He understood mow—
too well—the secret of her flight.

Furtively,
in his heart, the

What

”

fool?” demanded the

the duke,
fool,” answer the hunchback. “The for-
eign lord dared to beat me—Triboulet—
swho have only been beaten by the king.
Sooner or later must I have fled in any
event, for what is Triboulet without the
court or the«court without Tribonlet?” his
indignation merging iuto. arrogant vain-

the duke?” asked

he had heretofore been faiily assured of
' was unmistakably confirmed. The sight
' of the tavern which they came suddenly
upon and the appearance of the innkeeper
interrupted this dark trend of thought,
and, springing from his horse, the jester
helped the girl to dismount.

‘the house, being situated in the imme-
diate proximity of the grand chateau, re-
odived a certain patronage from mnobie
lords and ladies. This trade had given
the proprietor such an opinion of his hos-
telry that common folks were not wont to
be overwhelmed with welcome. In the
present instance the man showed a dis-
position to scrutinize too closely the mod-
est attire of the newcomens and the plain
housings of their charges, when the curt
voice of the jester recalled him sharply
from his forward occupation. :

With a shade less of disrespect the pro-
prictor bade them follow him, Rooms
~vere given them, and in the larger of the
two chambers the plaisant, desiring to
avoid publicity of the dining and tap
room, ordered their supper to be served.

During the mepast the ginl scarcely
spoke; the capon #he hardly touched; the
claret she merely sipped. Once when she
held the glass to her lips he noticed her
hand trembled just a little, and then when
<l set down the goblet how it closed, al-
most fiereely. >
“Oh,” she said at dength, as though giv-
up, she could mo longer control, - *“‘the
irony, the tragedy, of it!”

“What, Jacqueline?”’ he asked gently,
although he felt the bloed surging in his
Tvead s

“Maorbleu! . A merry monarch”’—
she began, and broke off abruptly, rising
to her feet, with a gesture of aversion,
and moving vestlessly
“Affter all these yeans!
had gone hefore!”

Yor some time he sat avith his sword
across his knees, thinking deeply. She
went to the window and looked out. When
she spoke again her voice had regained
its self-command.

“A dark.night,” she said mechanically.

“Jacqueline,” he asked, glancing up from
the blade, “why in the crypt that day we
escaped did you pause it that monument ?”

Quickly she turned, gazing at him from
the half darkness in which she  stood.

“Did you see to whom the mmonument
was erected ¥’ she asked in a low voice.

““I'o the wife of the constable. But
what was Anne, duchess of Dubrois} to
you?”’

“She was the last lady of the castle,”
said the girl softly.

“And how was it, mistress, the castle

After all that

ing utterance to’some thought which, pent !

across the room.|

.was ccnfiseated by the king?” he contin-
ved after apause.

|- “Shall I tell you the story?” she asked,
| er voice hardening. )
& “If you will,” he anawered.
“I'riboulet’s description of the scene

iwh»ere the constable braved the king, in-

| sisting on shis rights, was true,” she ob-
| served proudly. ‘
‘ “But why had the moble nwearer of this
| sword been deprived of his feudality and
| tenure?”
| “Becausé he wis strong and great, and
| the king feared him; Dbecause he was
. noble and hamdsome, and the quéen regent
{loved him. It was mot her hand only
Louite of $avoy, Francis’ mother, offered,
| but the thrame.”

Quickly she crcesed the. room and lean-
‘ed upon the table. ‘In the glimmer of the
candles her face was soft and temder. He
thought he had mever seen a swéeter or
more womanly expression,

“But he refused it,” she continued, “for
he loved caly the memory of his wife,
Lady Anne, she a perfect being; the other
—what?” . I

On her, features shone a fine contempt.

“Phen follwed the endless persecition

and spite of a Worhan scorned,’ she con-
tinued rapidly. “One by one his honors
were wrested from him. He. who had
borne the flag triumphantly through Italy
was deprived of the government of Milan
and replaced by a brother of Mme. de
Uhateaubriant, then favorite of the king.
His castle, lands, were confiscaped until,
driven to despair, he fled and allied him-
self with the emperor. ‘Traitor,” they call-
ed him—he, a: Bayard!”
A moment she stood, an exalted look
on her features—tall, erect—then stepped
toward him and took the sword. With a
bright:and radiant glance she surveyed it,
pro-sed the hilt to her lips and with both
hands held it to her bosom. As if fascin-
ated, the fool watched her. Her counten-
ance was upturned; a moment, and it fell;
a dark shadow crossed it; beneath her
lashes her eyes nwere like night.

“But he failed because Charles, the em-
peror, failed him,” she said almost mech-
anically, “and, broken in spirit, met his
death miserably in exile. Yet his cause
was just. His memory is dearer than that
'of a conqueror. She, the queen’ mother,
is dead. God alone may deal with her.”

More ecmposed, she resumed her place
in the chair on the other side of the table,
the sword across her ari. :

“And how cyme you,mistress, he asked,
regarding her closely, “in the pleasure pal-
ace built by Francis?* i

“When the castle was taken, all who
had not fled were a gamekeeper and his
little girl-myself. The latter’>—ironically
—“pleased some of the court ladies. They
commended her wit, and ‘gradually was
she advanced to the high position she oc-
cupied when you arrived,” with a strange
glance across the board at her listener.

“And the gamekeeper—your father—is
dead?” \

“Long since.” »

“The comstable' had no children?”

“Yes, a girl who, it is believed, died
with him in Spain.”

‘Fhe-entrance of the servant to'remove
the dishes interrupted their further con-
verpsaticn. As the door opened from . be-
dcny came the voices ¢f newcomers, - the
impatient icall of tipplers for ale, the rat-

the  recollections  the conversation’ had
evoked, to Jacqueline the din passed un-
noticed, and whén the rosy cheeked lass
had gone it was the jester who first spoke.

“Wihat a commentary on the mockery
of fite that the sword of such a man, so
‘llustrious, so unfortunate, should he in-
trusted to a fool!” ;
7 “Why,” she said, looking at him,  her
amms-on the table, “you drew it bravely,
and ‘once more bravely kept it-sheathed.”

Her facé flushed. She half smiled, then
placed the blade on the board before him.

“There it is.”

Above the sword he reached over, as if
to place his hand on hers, but she quickly
rose. Absently he returned the weapon
to his girdle.

“How, tired T feel!” she said.

Immediately he got mp. “You are worn
-out from the journey,” he observed quick-
ly. :

But he knew it was not the journey that
had mest affected her.

“I will leave you,” he went on. “Have
you ‘evervthing you need?” .

“Bverything,” she answered carelessly.

He walked to the door. The light was
on his face; hers remained shaded.

“(zood-night,” she said.

“(yood-night, Jacqueline, duchess of Du-
brois,” he amswered, and, turning, disap-
peared down the corridor.

From one of the watchtowers- of the
town rang the clear mote of a trumpet, a
tribute of melody, occasioned by: the awak-
ening in the cast. As the last clavion
tones re-echoed over ‘the sleeping village
a cerimson Tim appeared above the horizon,
and soon the entire wheel of the charfot
of the sun god rolled up out of the illimi-
table abyss and began its daily race across
the skv.

About the same time the sleepy guard
at the tawn gate was relieved by an equally
drowsy appearing trooper. Here and there
windows were flung open, and around the
well in the small public square the maids
began to congregate. In the taproom of
the tavern the landlord moved about, set-
ting to rights the tables and cdhains or
sprinkling fresh sand on the floor. The
host had but opened the front door, per-
mitting the fresh, invigorating air from
without to enter, when the duke’s plaisant,
his cloak over his arm, descended the
stairs and, addressing thé landlord, asked
wihen he and his companion couldj be pro-
vided with breakfast.

“Breakfast!” grumbled the proprietor.
“The maids are hardly up, and the fires
must yet he started. Tt will be an hour
or more befote you can be served. You
ride forth early.”

Phe plaisunt made no reply as he strode
to the door and Jookgd out, noted sundry
siggp of awakening life down the narrow
strect and ‘then returned to the taproom.

“You had a moisy company here last
night, landlord,” he vouchsafed, glancing
around the room and recalling the laughter
and shouts he had heard below until a
late thour.

“Noisy company!’] retorted the inn-
keeper. ‘““A goodly company that ate and
drank freely. Distinguished company that
| paid dreely; the king's own guards, who
| ave acting as escort to Robert, the duke
| of Friedwald, and this bride, the princess.
| Noisy company, forsooth!”

“The duke is here also?”’
“Yes; at the chateau. The princess had
! hecome weary of travel: besides, had
| sprained her ankle, T heacd, and would
| have it the cavalcade should tarry a few
{days. ‘They e'en stopped at my door,” he
{ went on ostentatiously, “and called for a
{ glass of wine for the princess. 'Tis true
| she took it with a frown, but the hard-
4 ehips “of journeying do mot agree with
| grand felks.”

These lagt words the jester, absorbed in
ltﬂlought, did not hear. With his back to

|
|

tle of dishes in the kit¢hen. Wrapped in |

the man, he. stoeed gazing through the

high window, apparently across the street.

But'between the two houges: on the other
side of the thoroughfare was a considerable
open ' space, @nd through this, far away
on the mount, could be seen the chateau.

“And yet it Was a handsome cavalcade,”
continued the proprietor, his predilection
for pomp overcoining his c¢hurlishness;
“the princess on a steed with velvet hous-
ings, sét with precious silks; her ladies
attired in eastern silks; behind, the men
of arms—Francis’ troops in rich ammor,the
duke’s soldiers more simply arrayed. At
the head of the procession rode”—

““Have the horses brought out at. once.”

Thus brusquely interrupted, the inu-
keeper stared blankly at his guest, who
had left the window and now stood in the
eenter of the room confrorting him, “And
the' breakfast?’ asked the man.

“I have changed my mind and do not
want it,” was the curt response.

Hastily making his way to the room of
the young girl, the jester knocked on the
door.

“Are you awake, Jacqueline?”’*

“Yes,” ansvered a voice from within.

“We must ride forth as soon as pos-
sible. The duke is at the chateau:”

“At the chateau!’” she exclaimed in sur-
prise. Then ufter a pause: ‘“And Tri-
boulet saw us. He will tell that you are
here. I will come down at once. Wait,”
she added, as an afterthought seized her.

He heard her gtep to the window. I
tﬂn’nk the gates of the chateau are open,”
she said. *“I am mot sure; it is so far.”

“Do you see any one on the road lead-
ing ‘down?”’ .

“No,” came the answer.

“Nor could I. But perhaps they have
already passed.”’

Again the jester returned to the tap-
room, where he found the landlord pol-
ishing ‘the pewter tankards.

“The homses?” said the fool sharply.

“The stable boy will bring them to the
door,” was the respcnse, and the inn-
keeper held a pot in the air and leisurely.
surveyed the shining surface.

‘“The reckoning?”’

Deliberately the man replaced thé re-
ceptacle on the table and, pressing his
thumbs together, began slowly to calcu-
Jate, “Bottle of wine, 10 sous; capon, 20
sous; ‘two rooms”— when the jester took
from his coat the purse the young girl
had given him, and, selecting a coin, threw
it ym the board. At the sight of the purse
and its golden contents the countemamnce
of the proprietor mollified. His  price

iforthwith waried with his changed esti-

mate of his ‘guest's - condition. “Two
rooms, 50 sous;’ fodder, 40 sous,” he went
on. “That would make”’—

#Keep the coin,” said the plaisant, “and
have the stable boy make haste.”

With new alacrity .the innkeeper thrust
the pistole into a leathern pouch he car-
ried at his girdle. A guest who paid so
well could afford to be eccentric, and if
he .and the young lady chose to travel
without breakfast it evas obviously mot for
the purpose of economy. Therefore, ex-
alaiming something about “a lazy rascal
that; meeded stirring up,” the mow inter-
ested landlord ‘was about to go to the barn
himself when, with a loud- clitfering, a
party of homsemen rode up to the tavern.
The 'door burst -opeh, end’ Triboulef, fel-
lowed by’ a tall; rugged looking man and
& party of tr s, -entéred the hall.

Swiftly ‘the jester! glanced around him.

"The rocm: had mo other door than that

before which the trecomers were crowded.

“T trust you are well?” jeered the dwarf.

He was fairly caught in a trap. Remorse-
fully his thoughts flew to the young girl
and the trust ehe had imposed in him.
How had he rewarded that contidence? By
a temerity which made this treachery on
the part of the hunchback possible. -Even
now before him stood Triboulet, bowing
ironically. ;

“I trust you are well?” jeered the
dwarf, and, with a light, dancing step,
began to survey the other from side to
side. “And the lady—is she also well this
morning? How pleased you both were to
see e yesterday! assuming an insolent,
albeit watehful, pose. “So you helieved
I had run away trom the duke? As if he
could get on without me. What would be
a honeymoon without Triboulet!”

“Enough of this buffoonery!” said a
decisive voice, and the dwarf drew back,
not ‘without a grimace, to make room for
a person Of soldierly mien who nosv push-
ed his way to the front. Over his doublet
this gentleman wore a somewhat frayed
but embroidered cloak; his broad hat was
{ringed with gold that had lost its Juster;
his countenance, deeply burned, seemed
that of an ¢ld campaigner. He regavded
the fool courteously, yet haughtily.

“Your sword, sir!” he commanded in
the tone of one accustomed to being
obeyed.

“To wihom should T give it?”, asked the
duke's jester.

“To the Vicomte de Gruise, comman-
dant of the town. [ have a writ for your
arrest as a heretic.” :

“Who has lodged this information aguinst
me?”

“Triboulet, That is, he procured
duke's signature to the writ.”

“And you think the duke a party to
this farce, my lord?” said the fool, with
assumed compesure. It has not oceurrved
to you that hefure the day is over all $he
village will be laughing at the spectacle
of their (’Ull]lll,‘lll([{l.ll( parden  me  being

the

led by the nose by a jester?”
(To e continued),

-| right bank of the Hun river.

KUROPATKIN’S FORCE
HURLED BACK BY JAPS

Russians Admit Reverse With Heavy
Losses . |

Oyama Reports a Victory and Capture of 500 Men and
Officers---Desperate Fight Continued for Several
Days, and is Still On---Czar’s Troops in Retreat
---More Men and Guns Than Ever Now

v g

A

 FORCES

at the Front.

St. Petersburg, Jan. 30, 12.25 a, m.—In-|cover
stead of confirmation of Saturday night's | themselves

repont that General Kuropatkin had
broken through the Japanese left there
came Lieutenant Genmeral Sakharoff’s of-

ficial admission today that the Russians |

had been compelled to retire from Sande-
pas on account of their inability to carry
a redoubt.

1t is also significant that despatches
from Russian correspondents af the front
have again suddenly ceased, which is re-
sarded as an indication of the failure of
the operation and strengthens the first
impression that it was a demonstration

undertaken to distract.the people at home |

from the present situation.

Japs Report Rusesian Repulse.

Pokio, Jan. 29, 1.30 p. m.—The Russians
are massing about 65,000 troops on the
Japanese left and bombarding the left
flank’ and centre. Small forces of Rus-
sians are aftacking all along the line. Man-
cdhurian headquarie:s of the Japane:e avmy |
reports that on Saturday the Russians oc-
casionally bombarded the right and centre
armies, following uwp the bombardment
with attacks which the Japamese imme-
diately repulsed. In the direction®of the
left wing a Japanese detachment was vie-
tors at OChenchishpao and occupied Liu-
kiako and Liichiawopeng on Saturday, the
Russians retreating morth and west.

The Japanese occupied with infantry,
positions southeast of Heilkoutai on Satur-
day and are mow assaulting them.

Another detachment dislodged a regi-

ment of infantry, a brigade of cavalry and
twelve guns cecupying Haerhpao, five miles
south of Heikouai. {
_ The Russian strength opposing the Jap-
anese left flank is roughly estimated at
eight corps, consisting of: the Fourteeath
and Fifteenth infantry divisions, the Sec-
ond and Fifth brigades of Buropean Rifles,
the Ninth infantry division of the Tenth
comps, part of the Sixty{finst infantry di-
vision, part of the Finst Siberian corps
and the First and Ninth brigades of rifles.
Japs Capture 500 Russians.

Tokio, Jan. 29, 6 p. m.—Telegraphic ad-
vices meceived here today from the Jap-
anese Manchurian headquarters.say:.

“QOur detachment occupied Liutiako yes-
terday (Saturday) and was twice counter-
attacked by a superior force of thel enemy
last' might. - We entirely  repulsed -the
enemy. o : ‘

“Our other detachment at dawn today
(Sunday) attacked the enemy in the neigh-
borhood of Feitssaihotse, about two miles
north of Heikoutai, and occupied the posi-
tion. The enemy fiercely counter-attacked
our force, which assailed Heikoutai Ilast
night, but was repulsed entively. Today
our force occupied the meighborhood of
Heikoutai.

“l'he enemy in the direction of Liutia-
ko and Heikoutai has wretreated to the
Our force
is now pursuing them.

“In the direction of Chenchiehpao and

Likajentan the enemy made severallattacks
last; night, .but were repulsed. The ememy
attecking the points balonged to the Eighth
and Tenth corps.
_ “In the direction of Heikoutai the enemy
is composed of the First and mixed corps
of infantry, together with a cavalry di-
vision under General Mistchenkd.

“We captured 500 officers and men.

“The casualties on both sides are under
investigation.”

Sakharoff Reports Hard Fighting

St. Petersburg, Jan. 29—Lieut. General
Sakharoff has telegmphed the following
report - to the general staff under date
dan. 28:

“On Jan. 26 the enemy began to con-
centrate in considerable force near San-
depas, intending to take the offensive. Un
Jan. 27 our column on the extreme left
took the offensive against the villages of
Sumapu and Paotsia, South of Sandepas,
which were occupied by the enemy. Dur-
ing the whole of Jan. 27 -an obstinate
fight was going on here and after midnight |
we took Sumapu. |

“On Jan. 26 another column advancing |
upon Sandepas occupied in the evening a
great part of that fortified village, but
coming upon a strong redoubt with a
triple row of artificial obstacles, which
had been scarcely damaged by our fire, |
and which was armed with field artillery |
and quick firers, and seeing the impossi-
bility of carrying the redoubt without a
preliminary bombardment, our troops left
Sandepas which had been set on fire, it
being impossible to remain without risk-
ing defeat.

“On Jan. 27 and 28 Sandepas and its re-
doubt were heavily bombarded, while our
extreme column engaged near Sumapu and
Pottaia. Details have not been received.

“On Jan. 26-27 cur cavalry operating six |
miles south of Sundepas attacked and de-
feated a Japanese company and took 109
lll'J.\'Ull:‘l'S.

“Altogether the Japanese must have suf- |
erred considerable losses.”

f

Russians keport Heavy Losse
Szefangtai (Sixty Versts Southwest of|
Mukden}, Jan. 28, viaz Pekiny Jan., 29--A
battle commenced 2t daylight Jan. 25. The |
vight flank reinfsreed by troops from the !
casl began a movement against the J;np-l
anese left. One corps, leaving Szefangtai |
at midnight Jan. 24, marchéd about seven |
miles southwest and at dalight :\t.t:\(-k(‘d.i
The infantry backed up by _artillery,|

mid-day, after a sharp fight, and (‘uutinu-)

ed to make progress, the rest of the right |they banish.

tillery fire .was heavy, but the Japanese |

remained almost silent. The captured vil-|as you represent
[ Ao :
with | medicine for you

lages presented a warlike picture

Japanese and Russian dead lying side by
[

side in the streets.

The Russian infantry kept under the

| high il

f the walls of houses to protect
% from Japanese fire from ad-
{ joining villages. The country is flat’ and
[ thickly populated and- the villages are
large and rich in foodstuffs.

It is snowing and bitterly cold and the
troops eagerly seek the protection of the
villages which, in this district, have escap-
| ed destruction.

On Jan. 26 there was a heavy fire along
the right flank front and an advance was
made. The wind at the Russian’s backs
drove the snow into the faces of the Jap-
anese and it was very difficult to see any
distance. One Siberian rifle regiment suf:
fered somewhat heavy losses. ..

Jan. 27 the fighting continued on the
right flank but it does not seeg to be
developing along the centre. or eastern
flank. Probably the cold weather prevents
a further continuance of the battle.

There is’ more artillery on both sides
than in any former battle of history.

Mistchenko Wounded.

St. Petersburg, - Jan. 29—A telegram
frem Huam mountain states that General
Mistchenko has been wounded in the leg.

Japs Capture British Steamer.

&an Francisco, Jan. 28—The Merchants’
Exchange lLas received the following from
Hakedate: Fen ;

“Phe British steamer M. S. Dollar, cap-
tured by the Japanese' sailed today for
Sasebo in charge of a prize erew.”

Vietoria, Jan. 28—The steamer M. S.
Dollar, formerly the Arab, seized by the
Japanese, is- owned in Victoria. At the
office of the company it is said she was
fully insured. She ook 5,500 .tons of hay,
oats, and barley from San Francisco for
Vladivostok. ;

A Treaty With Russia Useless.

Tondon, Jan. 28—Baron Hayashi, the
Japanese minister to (ireat Britain, talked
freely to the Associated Press ‘today on
the subject of Secretary of State Hay's
proposal for a conference by the powers on
the integrity of China. Mr. Hayashi does
not favor the proposition as being likely
to result in a satisfactory adjuspment of
the question and is of the opinion. that
it wvould mot result in amy improvement
of the existing situation. S

“Mr. Hay's proposal is -decidedly inter-
esting,” said Baron Hayashi. « :

“It iy only anpther evidehce of the sin-
cere desire of the -American state, depari-
ment to reach somg aceeptable solution of
the vexed question of the ‘presérvation of
the territorial integrity of Chima.

“For my part, however, I am unable to
see how it could be effectual under the
circumstances. If a conference should de-
cide that all countries sign a treaty guar-
anteeing territorial integrity to China, it
is a question if we would be any better
off. L'reaties have "been broken before
without the signatories enforcing them by
a resort to arms.

“What is the use of making an agree-
ment with a country which has no rve-
gard for treaty promises?- China is mnoo
like a country that could maintain its own
neutrality and territorial integrity with
the moral support of the powers. If o0 a
treaty would be a good thing. But in tle
present case, in the event of a breach of
tihe ‘treaty, it 1s not likely that America
would rush into war to enforce its cb-
servance and therefore a treaty is value
less. \

“Japin is now fighting to prevent the
violation of Chinese territorial integrity
and proposes to continue to prevent it
violation by force of arms, if mecessary.”

Kuropatkin Pierces Oyame’s
Left ?

St. Petersburg, Jan. %9, 1.25 a. m.—AcC-
cording to reports current - in military
circles, General Kuropatkin has broken
through Field Marshal Oyama’s leit wing
and threatens his communications with
Yinkow. “Vheiher or not the report i
true, the Associated Press learns from a
ilitary source that General Kuro-
patkin has undertaken a general oftensive
movement on both flanks with the object
of threateming both lines of Japanese com-
municaticn and foring the Japanese from
their winter quar v, The informant of
the J\ssociated Pre~< said:

“After General Mistehenkn's raid. Gen-
eral Kurcpatkin  decided  that Oyama's
position could be turned westward from
the plains. “The advance has absolutely no
cf)xme('t»io'n with events in Eurcopean Rus-
sin, If as is reported the Russians have
already succecded in piercing the Japanese
left, they doubtless will be able to weidch
a point west of Liao Yang, in which case
the Japanese will be outflanked.
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I B SIOSTS
© O THE WhRRITH

They Adopt a Sounding Platform for
the Release of Canadian
“Slaves. "

THEIR PROGRAMME
All Means of Wealth Production. They Say,
Should Be Controlled by the Work-
ing Class, Etc., Etc.

A correspondent sends the following:

“By referendum vote, closed on Decem-
ber 31, 1904, Fredericton (N.B.) Socialist
League adopted the following platform,
which is -identical with those of British
Columbia, Ontario, Manitoba and Nova
Scotia Socialists, and has since been adopt-
ed as the platform of the newly organiz-
ed “Society Party of Canada,” whose head
quarters is in Vancouver (B.C.):

“We aflirm our allegiance to and sup-
port of the principles and programme of
the international revolutionary working
.class. o

“Labor produces all wealth and to
labor it should justly belong. To the own-
er of the means of wealth production be-
longs the product of labor. The present
cconomic &ystem is based upon capitalist
ownership of the means of wealth produc-
tion; therefore all the products of labor
belong to the capitalist. The capitalist is

| master; the worker is slave.

“So long as thé capitalists remain in
possession of the reins of government all
the powers of ‘the state will be uséd to
protect and defend: their property tights
in the means of wealth production and
their control of the product of labor.

“The capitalist system gives to the cap-
italist an ever-swelling stream of profits,
and to the worker an ever-increasing mea-
sure of misery and degredation.

“The interest of the working class lies
in the direction of setting itself frec from
capitalist exploitation by the abolition of
the wage system. To accomplish this ne-
cessitates the transformation of capitalist
property in (the means of wealth produc-
tion dnto collective or working class prop-
erty.

_“Phe _irrepressible conflict of. intercsls
betweetr: the ‘capitalist and the workeér is -
rapidly culminating in a ‘struggle for pos-
'session of the . pawer of government—the
capitalist -fo 'hold; the worker to ‘sectire
it by political action.” This is the cliss
struggle, ; -

“Iherefore we call upon all workers 1o
organize under the banner of - the Soeial-
ist Party, with the object of conquering
the public powers for the purpcse of set-
ting up and enforcing the .economic pro-
gramme of the working class, as follows:
““I. The _transformation, as rapidly as

‘possible, , ‘of capitalist property .in: $heé
‘mieans of wealth production (natural zc-

sources, factonies, mills, railways, etc.); in-

“to the collective property of the working

class. 2 :

“2. Thoyough and democratic organiza-
tion and management of industry by the
workers,

“3 The establishment, as ‘specdily as
possible, of production for use in lieu of
production for profit.

“The Socialist Party, when in office,
shall always and everywhere until the
present system is abolished, make the an-
swer to this question its guiding rule of
conduct. Will this legislation advance the
interest of the working class and aid ;the
workers in their class struggle against cap-
italism? If it will, the Socialist Party
is for it; if it will not, the Socialist Pariy
is absolutely oppesed to it.

“In accordance -with this principle the
Socialist Party pledges itself to conduct
all the public affairs placed in its hands
in such a manner as to promote the in-
terest of the working class alone.

“The B. C., Manitoba and N. B. Social-
ist parties have already affiliated with the
new “Socialist Party of Canada,” and these
of Ontavio and Nova Scotia are about to
do s0.”

ONE DEAD; TWO
BADLY NJURED IN
. COLLIERY ACCIDENT

SIS

Jan. 23—James McDon-
and

Sydney, N. 8,

injured by a fall of stone in Dominion
No. 3 colliery at Clace Bay. yesterday af-
ternoon. The stone was started from the
roof by a box car jumping the track and
striking against the pit prop. MeDonald s
neck “was broken and Richard Bramiwell
had his teeth knocked out and his avmn
broken.
e e e

LAURIER 7O VISIT

VIREINA'S GOVERNOS

'émier May Have Conferenc: With
Vice-president Fairbanks While on
His Summer Trip.

Ottawa, Jan, 29—(Speclal) —Sir - Wilfrid

Vice-President  Fairbanks

Ambherst Man Badly Hurt.

Amberst, N. S.. Jan. - 29—(Special) <Wil-
liam J. Jollymore, an employe at Rhodes,
Curry & Co. works, fell this evening from
the top of a <ar striking his hip across
the drawbar, *intlicting @ painful fracture:
He was carried to his home and medieal
attendance called, _ .




