dence. - Jesus Ohrist was and remains
very God. And while itis true thet the

, | oternal life of God.is a plaral life, so that

when be bad eaten the Passover for the last
time, and had instituted the Holy Supper, |
“and that prayer otill hushes us into & holy
"silence, and fills ns with'a strange, desp
pesce. ‘The seventh chapter of John's
.~ Gospel is the Holy of Holies, where the evil
“‘between earth and beaven is held widp
spart. . It gives us a glimpse of the eternal
and everavailing intercession of our Lord.
And be prayed on the cross for others and
for himeself.

Two things never appear in the prayers
of Jesus, though in the prayer which be
taught his disciples, ae indicating the spirit
and the“scope of their petitions, they have
a place. Inthe first place, Jesus never
prayed for the forgiveness of sins. Con-
fossion of wrong and penitence are wholly
wanting.  There is no bint of such things
oven in the great prayer which preceded
is of startling significance. It can only
mesn that the consciousness of personal
sin was something of which be was abso-
lutely ignotant, so that not even impend-
ing death could awaken it. ‘He prayed as
*a sinless and holy soul prays; and this
makeg it clear that prayer is more than &
means of grace, helpful to sinful men and
women, but needless in s ‘stafe of morsl
perfection. ~ Jesus did not pray less, but
more, than his disciples. Nor did he cease
to pray when he rose from the dead and as-
cended into heaven. - He declared that he
would | continue to pray, snd that his
. prayers would be answered. Whatever of
-mystery there msy be counected with this
beavenly intercession, the: simple ‘fact re-
mains that be is-represented as our Advo-
cate before the Father, pleading: on our
bebalf and praying for us. - This makes it
clear that prayer’is more than & means of
grace for the sinful and erring. It is the
eternal ordinance of heaven snd of earth.
'We shall riever cease to pray. ;

- The second thing which is absent in the
prayérs -of Jesus is the petition for such
good ihings as the body needs. He re-
fused to turn the stoes into bread, thongh
he knew that the power was not wanting in

us to pray for our daily bread—

prays for.us, not as God, nor as glorified
Man, but as the Incarnate Son of God,
God in the Forin of exslted and glorified
man. Assuch, be still ‘shares in ‘our de-
pendence, and that brings hire, even in
heaven, under the law of prayer. So that
the intercession is not figurative and rheto-
rical, but real and effective.

Prayer strikes its roots in the moral
economy of God. It isnot the duty and
the privilege of gome; it is the duty and
the privilege of all. * It is not the necessity
of the few; it is the necessity of all The
sttitude ot prayer is the normal de of
a dependant and conscious in-
cluding its visible snd ancinted king, who
in his eonscious dependance is also con-
scious of his eternsl Godhead. Nor can
prayer/ever cease. It must be the eternal
bpeech of the consciouslg dependent crea-
ture to the Creator and Father, to which,
be is eternally respomsive. There will

, equipment for spintual service,
communion snd intercession will continue
to be the mormal speech of the eternal
hesvens. And when we pray our Father

not know what is best for him; and

should make him humble and submissive,
exalting God’s will above his own, and
doing this gladly. He who praysis s sin-
ner; and thet sbould make him penitent.
Yet he who prays is also by the grace of
adoption in Jesus Christ & child of God
and ap heir of glory ;and that should make
him bold, ssking great things, and expeoct-
ing them. Prayer s grateful, ‘modest,
bumble, pevitent, bold speech. In prayer,
too, we are reminded that we ocoupy
& common plsce with our fellow-
men. The plarsl number . must ot
drop out of our ‘speech. If we are self-
ish, God is not. He is no respec-
tor of persons. He does not share
our jealousies and batreds, and they are
offensive to him.  He willnot forgive us,
if we do not from our hearts forgive our
enemies. Therefore we must pray for
them, too; and so_ intercession tor all men
must enter into our speech with God.
Prayer summons us to ‘an exalted state of
of mind. It involves gratitude, sincerity,

| earnestness, persistence, humility, submis-

sion, penitence, boldness. comprehen-
sive charity. ‘The. character of whom
we pray must also be taken into
account. It.is his favor we seek, mot
the applause of men. Hence we must
pray, not to be seen or heard of others
standing’spart and sttracting attention, but
speaking to our God in secret. He is in-
finitely exalted ; and therefore our speech
should be profoundly reverent. There
should be frankness without flippancy and
offensive familiarity. Our place is at the
foot of God's throme. He is infinite in
wisjom, powers goodhess and grace. That
commands and justifies the most obsolute

| confidence in him, snd surrender to his

9% ,M&-Ml natural and necessary

.order'in the things for which we pray. | lit
Nothing is excluded.. We may snd we
{ ought to, carry 'everything to God in




