4 3%

Messenger and- Visitor

Published in the interests of the Baptist denomin-
ation of the Maritime Provinces by

The Maritime Baptist Publishing Co., Ltd.

TERM $1 50 per annum in advance.

8. McC. BLack - - - Editor
Address all communications and make all pay-
ments to the MESSENGER 'AND VISITOR.

If labels are not changed within reasonable time after
remittances are made advise “Business Manager,” Box 330
St. Jobn, N. B

¢riusedby Paterson & Oo.. 107 Germain Street,

The propriely of Baptists observing the festiv-ls of the
Chrisian Year was lately the subject of a paper and a
sequent li-cussion in the Baptist Ministers’ Conference of
St.  Johs I'he_author of the paper took quite decidrd
ground in the vegative of this proposition. Amorg the

arguments ad-anced in support of his contention were—
that Scrptucal authority for the keeping of the festivals 1s
entirely wanting ; that their observance imples defercnce
40 ecclesiastical auth-ritics which Baptists canpot consis-

tently recogn:y that the o fluence of the observance of such
“holy 5O 1 to inspire avd foster the sentiment that
one ;c,. 1 niore boly than another and the observance is
thus 10 vith ritaalivin and sacerdotalism, and that in

the keeping of thewe festivals celebrating events in the hife

of our ! 1« birth and death and resurrection—the ef
foct is (I the attention of the worshipper to the
event it Il rather than 10 its results.  The writer held tht
belp and preation wou'd come in fullest measure to the
believer n sy dw-lline at certain recurring scasons yeat
by year upou the hirth, the sufferings and death aud the
gesurrec o0 of our Lord, but by recogoizing as the as ured

truth of (e gospel that the Son ol God has come nito the
world, that He has given Himself as a sacrifice once for all
that He migh' put away sin. and that, being risen from
the dead He dieth no more, but ever liveth to make the hie

of believers eflective and viclorious.

The discuwion which followed the reading of
the pipr. was interesting and somewhat anunated,
and while tlire was no failure to »ppreciate
its purpose ol general character, there was ou the part of

fisposttion to challen ze the force or va'idity of the

$oMme a o

arghment

It wi juestione d for instance, whether the
fact, )fa fat it s that the observance of the
festivals of the Christian Year has bad a tendency to cause

some per-ons (o regard these seaspns as particularly sacred
and to inlor that they were uader less obligation to live
righteon wowily and godly at other times, is a valid ar-
guwen! ag 1nst the cbservance of such anniversaries as
Chnistma wter, since such an argument might per-
haps with equal force be advanced against observance of the
Los 1y xception was also taken to the allegation
that 16 (he obwervance of these anniversaries by Baptists
there was, necessarily or actually, anv deference to the

toman or the Anglican Churches, since

author o

we are liee in tu h a magter, whatever others may or may
mot have 3 one, 1o exercise the right of Christian judgment.
Most of th= pisiors present we believe, had been accustom
ed at ibhe Uhn 1s season and at Easter, to call attention

to th Ad.ent and the Resurrection in services of a more ot
lessspecial (harac'er. It was urged in support of this prac-
tic+ that these events in the history of the revelation of Di
vine grace t» men were of 51 lranmndent'gznrmnce that
their aunual observance by special secvices ws appropriate
and sulutacy, and that the fact that at certain seasons of
the year the mind, of the people were very geperally being
direc ed to these subjcts constituted for the pastor an op
y tu d-epea a good impression, by an appropriate

DOt
14-. v 01 disconrse. an opportumty which it was not
wise 1 negzlec It will be seen, accosdingly, that it was
found po ¢ 10 say som~thiog for. as well as agaiost, the
fest va th* Christian Year, and that the Conference
was ! 1 zethier of oue opinioa in its view of the subject.
Probat o1t wou'd ot be unfair to regard the St. [ohn
Con'eten repres<ntative of the different views at present
held oo th yjct by the ministers of our denomination
m th 1 L

Fo s are i clined tv think that the
question Goone U he d cided on practical rather than ec-
c'estast t plu grounds.  If the observance of such
festiva' fistaias and 1‘..aster"gwe.s manifestly good re
sults, of ot ves the spiritual life of the churches and
exerts a sa y 1unfluence on the believing and unbelieving

in the“cungregation, let us observe these festivals with a
good conscience  The fact that they are prescribed in the
gituals of the Roman, the Anglican and other Churches
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does not vitiate them and need not in the leastzdisturb
us. Nor need we be disturbed if it is not possible to
find Scriptural authority for the observance - of
thesa Christian anniversaries In convection with our
Christian  life and work we quite rightly observe and
do many things for which 1t would be impossible
for us te fiod scriptural authority or example. The questions
of chief importance in connection with this subject, as it
seems to us, are whether the spirit which 1nspires the keep
ing of the festivals of the Chinstian year 1s in  the fullest
degree the Chostian Spirit, and whether the results are in
the high: st degree salutary. In reference to the first of
these questions the writer «f the pap r which we have men
tione ! presented some thoughts, roted above, which fre
certainly worthy of close attention. And in reference to
the second question —theThagacter of the results sought
aund sscur+ i —it also e think will bear carelul consideration
The Easter servi@e in a Baptist church is often very attract
ive, with s special music, its  dwplay of flowers, not to
mention the display of oullinery, (a discourse on the
resurrecti: n should of course be appropnate in a Christian
church on any Lord's Day) but may it not be doubted
whether the nifluence of 1t all v Baptist churches 1s spirit
ually uphfiing ?  Probablv a good many Baptists will be
chisposed to defend the observance of Easter on the (not very
high) ground of a necessary concession to popular senti
ment. Trere 1s a demand for Easter flowers and music, and
if the pe ‘tle cannot i d these 1 their own church they
will go elsew here for them. The fact may be admitted,
but is the preseut day celebration of East r, in motive and
result, 10 hine with what 1s highest in Christian  ideal and
attainmeot *
*® "
+
EDUCATION FOR OUR GIRLS.

The Lonton Academy says: * The preseat moment
is one at which it i8 more. important than ever that a
standard of taste should be ¢reated, and ., as experience
ghows, there is no better way of inluencing ity women.
1t is not only a question of wen of letrers, who have
beeu proved uver and over again to owe a great deal
to the influ nee of their mothers, but of the whole
position of litcrature as an invaluable influence for
good en the national eharacter and development.*’

Writing on the same subject Professor Butcher says

“The humanistie training of wemen is an  affair of
national concern.  From the nature of the case woman's
influence in laying the carly foundations of litorary
education has always lieon great. And the signs in
the fv.\r‘.n(."pr(vfnm'mu all now point to women having
an increasing share in forming the literatury taste of
the young While the older literary tradition, resting
chiefly on the classical languages, is being impaired or
modificd, the study of literature and language is tak-
ing a variety of new forms  As yet, ideas are fluid and
methodsexperimental. A standard of taste has still to be
created. Peopdeare casting about and beginning to take
fresh bearings. And so it hecomes of cardinal importance
that literature, for whieh women have often so marked
an aptitude, should be made a sound and solid discip-
line ; that the feeling for it should be developed into
a reasoned appreciation ; that it should not be looked
on merely as a showy accomplishment, and that
fluency should not be mistaken for mastery. In making
the liter.ry cducation of women more thorough we
shall d> much towards transmitting a true tradition
and standard of humane letters.”’

These views of Old World writers touch npon one
part of the education of women. This side the Atlantie,
we believe, the ideal is broader and more adequate.
The literary taste is cousidered only one of the
many good results of college training for women. The
increased breadth of vision and interest, the greater
power for different kinds of service and the elevation
of character are some of the aims in view. But what
the Academy says of the power of taste in a country,
and of the rel:tion of women thereto, is perfectly cor-
rect. We are glad to note that the numbers of young
women who seek advanced eulture in the colleges is
increasing. In our growing West there will be a de-
mand for teachers and for leaders in the family and
social life that can be et only by well disciplined
women whoso intensity rx devotion is wisely directed
to the highest interests of society.

At the Teacher's Institute at Hantsport, recently
held, attention was called to the place of English,
language and literature in education. We are convine-
ed that comparatively few of our people have any ad-
equato appreciation of the heritage they possess in
their mother tongue and in the literature written
therein. So much of the national life and history are
preserved in books available to all that it is easily pos-
sible for the standard of taste and of ethics to be ele-
vated and m;\dé‘inﬂuuntlal by a study of the masters of
English proseand poetry.

) L

—Rev H. F Laflamme and Mrs. Laflamme, missiovaries
of the Ontario Board, have returned from India after a
period of service extending over nine years. They are at
present in Wolfville, where Mr. Laflamme delivered a stim-
ulating address on Sunday evening.
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Editorial Notes.

—Among those present at the memorial service for Dr
Higgins were three men who were his pupils when he was
Principal of Horton Academy, and who themselves subse
quently filled that position, viz, Professors ] F. Tufts, |
B. Oakes and E. W, Sawyer

—Attention is called to the announcements respecting
Anniversary week, which President Trotter makes in an
other column. Aoniversary proceedings at Acadia are
always full of interest and these who attend an Anniversary
for the first time are apt to meet with delightful surprices
Those who intend going will do well to rngage lodgings in
advance - 3
The Watchman alludes to President Hurp=r being receatly
in Boston on business connected with the erection of a new
build'ug for the University. He has stated that he has
gained twelve pounds in weight, and the cancerous area
is reported to be greatly reduced. He is berng treated by
the internal administration of a med:cine which becomes
radioactive when X-rays are applied externally Dr.Harper »
it is said, has received hundreds of Jetters frem  persons
afflicted with cancer, imploring him to teN them how be
has been helped It speaks volumes for Dr. Harper's sym
pathy as well as for his indomitable courage and industry
that, in his impaired health aud with the burden of care
that is resting upon him, he has taken t'me and strength
to answer with his own hand the most urgent of these
appeals

—Dr. Robert Stuart MacArthur has just completed
thirty ive years as minister of the Calvary Raptist
chureh, Now York. IHe was called to the chareh direet-
ly from Roghester Theological Seminary. and began his
ministry the Sunday after his j;rradaation Only two
ministers in New York, it is said, have had longer
continuous pastorates than Dr. MacArthur. His pas
torate has been fruitful as well as long  During his
ministry more than 5 000 persons have heen added to
the me'nhership of the church, which now numbers
2,000. Tho church has sent out two colonies to form
new churches, established two missions, has givar
more than £2,000000 for benevolent and wissionary
purposes and has socured more than $100 000 toward a
partial endowment Dr  MacArthur is of Canadian

birth. He was boru in Dalesville, Quebee Provinee
in 1841,
We are pleased to lcarn from a member of the con

mittee having the mafter in charge that the work au
conuection with the proposed testunomal 1o Do Sawyer
proceeds satisfactonily. The idea of presenting in con
nection with the purse an album containing the autographs
of the donors, accompanied by some boef expression of
kindly sent ment toward the ex-President, has prored a
happy one. Many have responded to the suggestion of the
commttee, and the good doctor will not have to wait until
a better world 14 reached to know what kindly th ngs ts
friends have thought and said about him. 1f there are any

of our readers who have nrt vat availed themselves of the

opportunity «f making contnibu‘ions to the purse and to

the album we would ren ind them that the time is growing
short. [11s the intention to have the presentation made
on the occasion of the Culiege Convocaion on Wednesday,
June 7, and doubtless i1t will form one of the most interest
1ng featur s of Anniversary week.

—The requisite number of Presbyteries in the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church have voted for union with
the American Presbyterian church north Jut the
union, if shall take place, will apparently be effected
in the face of considerable opposition. The anti-un-
ionists among the Cumberland Presbyverians claim to
have a popular majority and the large Presbyteries on
their side. In reference to the Subject The Inferiir
says: ‘The fight against union in the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church has been a sorrier exhibition of
bigotry than we had believed that the twentieth cen-
tury would ever be condemned to witness. Every
selfish and headstrong instinct which has ever sund-
dered the sense of brotherhood among Christians and
slain the use for mutual understanding has been invok-
ed by these reckless champions. We are incapable of
thinking that men with any vision of Christ’s church
a8 bis army of conquest in the world could employ such
weapons to prevent the junction of two divisions of
his troops. Our own denomination has suflered gros
misrépresentation.”’

—The First Moncton church held a Roll Call on May
11th. The church was organized June 8, 1528. Rev
Joesph Crandall was the first pastor. The church was
received into the New Brunswic. Baptist Association
in July 1829. During Mr. Orandall’s pastorate 158 per
sons were added. Jn 1859 Rev. Duvid Crandall became
pastor and during that year 130 members were receiv
ed. The erection of a larger house of worship than the
one first used took placo in 1857, probably through the
‘‘energetio éfforts” of the late Oliver Jones Rev. K
H. Emmerson became paster in 1856 and held that of
fice at his death, Sept. 11, 1857. One of Mr. Emmer
son’s sons, Judge F. W. Emmerson, is a deacon of the
church ; and another son, Hon. H R. Emmerson, is
Minister of Railways and Oanals. Among the pastors

Lo
moa
past
hous
Me
Faly
held
od

pu bl
It s
twar
the |

ville

A D
was |

tir
was |
: Xh[’.x“
the sy
Missic

Steey

In t

Home

lines v
ed an

We
Missio
was C
directe
and tg
pointe
Quart
to Roc

but no

Seely
A re
E. Stee
Bro. S
Our
over of

Mican

whose
length
people |
’-HHIK
has Lee;
be com|
witnessi
At th
castle
the caus
member
weak an
are sigo




