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APPEALS OF AN INCEN DIARY.

ure a few
submitted

In the Nova Scotia lggisla
weeks ago Premier Muyrray

the financial statement e year. It
will be interecsting to ‘-9 compari- |
son with the financial|affairs of Bri-
tish Columbia, especially - 2% Mr. Mc-
Bride has nailed the “bgtter rx!_l's" flag
to the mast Bnd wil wer the

British Columbig is u
1ichest province in"fhe»? :
with a revenue equal to the combhg‘ed

revenues of four ‘or five

provinces, which havg a population
four or five times larg¢r. “British
Columbia, the attemptfto mke those

provinces swell the re 8 otﬂ;h}s
province can have but psult,” and
that wil} be a demand fjrom the poorer
provinces fer largely 1
sidies. For last year Britis
bia will receive from the
ernment @ million doljars;
Chinese head tax. Thg
distribution of fifty pex
tax to the provinces ' hjls neyer- been
raised by the other proyinces, and yet
if Mr. McBride. simply [ ceive the
people,’ continues his grand stp
it very probably will be.| The|time wiil
certainly come, if it -has not already
arrived, when the people~of British
Columbia will fully ‘appfeciat¢ the un-
fairness and unpatriotic [attitude of the
Conservative party on this question.

THE COAL STRIKH.

yo of the
Pass and

The operatives in all Bhut ty
coal mines in the Crow’s [Nest
in the province of Alberta laid down
their tools on Saturday|morging last,
strike

tention alleged being 4gn

having again declared a the con-

unhrequited

demand for a “closed” pr union shop
and an| increase in the| wage scale.
Something over five tHousand men,

with their families and dppendants, are
thus again cast upon the tenfler mer-
cies of the organizations |to which they
belong for continued support.

It is always Aifficult flor those not
directly | interested in these frequently

ocenrrine conflicts bhetwgen perators

and colliery workmen to| know all the
detaile of alleged grievgnces|on the
r2rt of  the men or allegged rpights of
emnlavers. The Miners’ Union |transact
their husinese ynder oaths of| secrecy,
and manaeare uguallv give [out no
more information than spits their own
rurnoses. Tt i’ claimed,| howpver, bv
thnsa wha ehould be in p nosition to
know that the nregsent cgnflict| was not
mevnecrted hv either owhers or work-
men, and that. at the termination of
the agreement entered into two vears
ago, a freeh litter of difficulties would
arvive,
“That there had been cénferance= he-
tween the onnosed factiovls with a view
to reaching a hasis of settlement an? a
new waee gcale—to become |effective
on the | termination of | the | present
agreement—ic evidenced |by the an-
nouncement tht the aperators cancede
B nc RF5 ner|cent) on the
present scale and the further intimation
that the demand of the miner$’ unions
fe for 125 per cent. Thus the apnarl
ent difference between |demand and
concession—apart from the question of
the nnen or closed shopi+-would be a
matter of seven per centl in wages.
The Times cannot see that the ques-
tion of an open or closefl shop is one
which can be settled byl any others
than those directly conceérned| The is-
sve is one as old as uni in labor
cirrles ded an
operatives is

~Avannn

nism
and one which-+prov,
agreed wage gcale for al
observed—has little that| appeals to
those outside the spherg of | contest,
and where other cqnditions are
equable.| it meets with gcant| popular
sympathy.

On the other hand, the wage scale,
we think, is one which rhight|properly
be submitted to arbitration, ag jis now
so uriversallv and so effectuglly done
in most cases where duch |disputes

arise., The Lemieux Act| a ‘epmmend-

able piece of legislation g¢nactdd bv the

Dominiqn government after the com-
paratively recent disastrous

Lethbridge. is admirably addpted

disputes.

Neither of the parties
and conflict under discyssion
voked the good offices of] this
it is alleged, that the

merchants and others, jn the

strike at
to
provide against such hardships as in-
evitably ensue upon a strike over wage

to the dispute
has in-
act, ‘'and,
business men,
Crow’s

vigfons for nrbltraung nch amereneeo. .T :

TR

‘Lemieux Act says: =

Mhmmrmmlow
e todeclueurmseabckont,orfor

- |any employee to go-on strike, on ac-

‘count of any dispute prior to a refer-
Jence of such ispute to & board of con-
ciliation and invmmuon o

As the opemton have neg’ declwed
a lockout, ft would appear  that thé
miners must be held responsible for the
violation of the law incident to- ' the
declaration of a strike, and the situa-
tion thus developed may account for

merchant class.

In any event, the winning hand is
held by the- operators, as, with the ap-
proach of summer the heavy demand
for coal is over for the time and the
loss to be suffered by the owners is
congiderably less than would be the
case had the strike been declared when
the ‘demand for coal would tax the
combined output of the mines.

Whatever method is adopted top ad-;
just the differericeg existing, the rhiners
must suffer in their standing because.
of tlie“i} defiance of the law which pro-

we*are” of the opinion that organized
labor has weakened its claim upon
.| publig- svmpathy by declaring a strike
withott invoking the aid of the powers
which might have obviated so painful,
and_ possibly disastrous, a clash.

THE PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

The provincial government is to be
congratulated on having secured the
services of 'F. M. Rattenbury to com-
plete the designs for the legislative
buildings
years -ago.

which were commenced
THe old buildings were
generally looked upon by visitors who
were in a position to judge as models
of their kind.’
mired, and the inquiry usually was:
“Who is the man who designed this,

They were always ad-

beautiful pile?” It was hard for them
to believe that the designer was a
local architect, and harder still to un-
derstand that the cost was only a mil-
lion dellars. The buildings have been
pictured by nearly everyone who has
come here, and these pictures have
been sent to every part of the world.
Every Victorian looks with pride upon
the Parliament Buildings, and _ resi-
dents of other parts of the province
are equally proud to be able to say
this is their capital.

That the new builldings will be
worthy of the position they are to oc-
cupy and ofthis great province, goes
witHout saying when it i$ known that’
their erection will be in such capaé:le
hands. The additions are sorely need-
ed. For a long time past the library.
accommodation has been totally in-
adequate to the needs. of the institu-
tion, and Mr. Scholefield has been
working there under a severe handi-
cap. The printing offices are also
much too small, and the museum is
so full of specimens that during the
height of the tourist season it is dif-
ficult to move around in the building.
Collecting would have had to .be
stopped altogether were it not that
the new building is expected to be
ready before many years, and in the
meantime many specimens can be
stored in the cellars. It is satisfac-
tory to know that ample accommoda-
tion is to be provided for these insti-
tutions.

THE SONGH‘EE\"S INDIANS.

Apparently the Songhees Indians
who are leaving. the reserve on the
shores of Victoria harbor for another
on the shores of Esquimalt harbor are
determined to make good use of their
money and: justify the action of the
Dominion Government in allowing
them to be: paid such large sums,
‘They are having plans drawn for fine
houses on the picturesque site which
they have chosen, some of the build-
ings to cost nearly half of the amount
they will receive from the government,
Their new home has already.been sub-
divided by Gore & McGregor, and pro-
vision made for water and a sewer
system. It i8 to be hoped that the
members of the local tribe will now
adapt themselves to the changed con-
dition of their finances and live as be-
comes men and women who &are
possessed of property and who have
some pride in themselves and their
country. Some of the men are well
educated and very intelligent. 1t is
very much to be desired that they shall
use all the influence they possess with
their fellows, and that the Songhees
may in future be a standing reproach
to any who say that the Indians are
unable to keep pace with the growth of
civilization in this western country.
They have one of the most beautiful
spots on this earth for a home. They
will this week be given a large sum of
money to spend as they think fit. They
have now every opportunity to make
good, and it is to be hoped they will do
this. Doubtless there will be certain
low whites who will do their best to
wheedle the money out of the hands of
these people. This is the opportunity
for the Indians to show what they are
worth by investing the money wisely
an: resisting any attempts to lead
them into bad habits. If they are made
of the right stuff, they will now show it,

‘the lack of sympathy manifested by the |

‘;Success cannqt bel exyeceed at

boardm operator-and: rmineraﬂke‘—an& looking honestly. for

mﬂ’w' m'wm; amt iiﬂtnhn.
the United States "and France i an

limiting armaments. Germany is not
‘mpdy.vThe muorlty of fhe people thore

will still support the Dmt -govern-
-maat; ‘which. is kept in-power by the
jlnjo element.
‘democratic feeling growing up in the
Fatherland, ~which is already, {inding
‘expression; and -which- eventually will
assert itself. 'When thisg feeling has
spread to include a sufficient number
of the -¢€lectors, the cout}t,ry will' be

In the mea.nt.ﬁhe the gooii work Las

more discussing peace and arbitration.

Since the first call of the Czar of-
lia “to ‘tha mnations; seﬂﬁ years

Hay a practlcﬁ so‘lmiuﬁ will be £

but with the: ‘mafority of the
3 of

ing war that. means will be
If nothing else has been 40

destroyed “for many a yqar to “com
‘With“what ‘réally amount§ to treati

been segn in the same space of time

A RAILWAY MAN’S

OPINION:

On Tuesday the United States Con-
gres§ will meet for the express purnose
»f considering - the reciprocity asgree-
ment with Canada. Arguments for and
against the agreement have been stat-
ed, and. the result is the opposition to
it in both countries has fairly broken
down. The consensus of opinion in
East and

West as well as the great central p'ains

Canada is favorable to it.

have spoken, and there has been but
one verdict. Some public bodies. have
expressed -onrosite opinions, hut these
have not been representative. Some
ournals have onnosed the agreement
in a most extravagant wav. Thev have
keot up a runnine fire unnn the gov-
ernment. bnt their .ammunitinn  has
interests which think they may be:in-
jured. ’ :
The opinions of such men as W, P.
Hinton. Passenger Agent of
the Grand, Trunk Pacific Railway, mav
Ye, taken as indicating the real cendi-
tion of affairs. Mr. Hinton has trav-
elled al' through the West in connec-
tion with hfs duties and has heen south
28 far as California. The:fact that he

Gerera’

‘| found manv neonle planning to come

here from the Tnited States to engage
in fruit growing disposes of the argu-
ments of the horticultnrists azainst the
agreement. In Canada wherever he
went he found no vali@ objection made
to reciprocity. Doubtless there were
~uibblers such as are to he found every-
where. Their arguments are ea.lly
answered.

Mr. Hinton is an optimist. He is a
business man, and as such.he sees that
the country as a whole will benefit by
the lowering of the Canadian tariff and
hy the increased markets which will be
secured by the lowering of the duties
on the Ameri¢an side. We stand to

gued that if we hagd waited we could
have secured the United States madrket
without having to lower our own tariff.
That may be true or it may not, but
at any rate it would not have met the
situation. It would not have glven us
cheap food. What we in British Col-
umbia desired more than anything else
was a reduction in the price of food
supplies, especially in the staple foods.
This we shall secure by the agresment,
and that is the chief reason why the
mass of the people support it.

—A. Melvin and J. Rumsby, cy-
clists, were fined each $5 for riding
on the sidewalk on' Friday last.
Rumsby, in pleading guilty, said there
wag no other place on which to ride.
along Fort street, where the offence
was committed.

arbitration treaty, wit;}.,)he idea of}

Yet there” is a strong

CMmenced The whole vﬁrld is once h

teen mere fireworks purchased bv the

zain from each. Some people have ar-’

tablishing a chain of itions
which will prove  to mm Mﬂf
means of ‘establishing : mmmmﬁoﬂ
between each other. ,'rwo»msh-»ower
stations having a radius of 2.0&0 imiles
in addition to the many" mtbl{g
which are being erected in ‘O\ISM"‘

the hood ohﬁpcl, dome-crowned hats, large picture ef
nt of braids, straws and colors in represented
is towards large empire picture models. The modes of
té are used for facings, while flowers, especially on the
ds, in colon, and black and white combinations

are

fdominion, are being Constructed for:

new service, and they will be eonnlat- ]
‘ed and ready tor duty wlthin Q
months,

‘When asked to express his v!evﬁ on
the Canadian reciprocity wm
umg__how it:would affect New Zealond,

] Wl.rdr stated that altho !! he
"t!ip question thorough
rish; to commit himself :
i % the - questions lf
Dh wm Mimup at the Imj
éFence, which opens on May 2;{*}3
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other snbfect that ran he discussed

thera To-dav our respect, lovalty:and
affection for the Mbotherland is not ‘only
not- weakened, but as the vears. grow
on and on in intevsitv, and T am ver- | M
snaded -that, if the - nedessity arises, | 8
nothing will be le"t undone by the sons | §

and danehters of the Old Land, wher-

ever thev are situated in he'nin~ to;

maintain those great interests. which
are assumine sno e-armous pmﬂortlnn‘s
within the British Empire.

It is id'e to disguise the fart that
other world powers hayve egrown in
wealth and nopulation, and -that their
armaments have grown fast and: wide=
lv. In wiew of this we mmnst recognize
that  Pritain’s nposition, " relatively to
ather nations, chan~ed—not he-
rause she has rested, hnt “ernnge thev
have advanced hv -:tr‘ﬁm that could:
<ot be resisted.

“For instance it s elear to those who
watch the course of events, that recent
Enropean occurrences have caused,
Fneland to eall her fleet nearer home,
T¢ I am correctly in‘ormed, the Médi-
terranean, as far ag the fraestion of
~aval streneth ' rancerned. 's lareelv
in the ‘hands of France gnd Ttalv, and
that the Pac'fle s surelv In the control !
et vredent. of Amertea and  Japan,
much more than that of Fn<gland. | In
Manada, Anetralla anAd in New Zea-
land. under ovr resnective interna! pel-
trine, wa are 2Vl Anfne any nart in the
matter o® providing a system of de-
fence. The fact is, at present. that at

~ . tima in the historv nf the world is
neace 8o much acclaimed, and vet the
ctriking anomalv exists that never he-
fore in the historv of the world weré
srmamests increasing “so rapidly.

- “In mv onininn,  the safetv 0" the Em-
nire lies in-closer -unity, in organized
wnity,- for. defence purnoses. sne~ially,
Fifty years ago the overseas dominions
were regarded by many leading states-
men as a. weakness. To-dav no think-
ing man can do other than regard them
as a strength and nortection. What ‘the
great European Powers of to-day ‘ear
‘= »nt Fneland bv herself, but the
etrengzth of Rritish Imperfal .unity. At
the rvireserit moment there are upwards
of ‘thifteen millions of the white Bri-
tish race ‘n orccupation of the great
oversea territories o” the :Empire, ard
those thirteen millions are ag loyal and
ag anxivos to maintain qur ascendant
Tmpoerial position on practieal lines as
they ever were at any time of the Em-
pire’s historyv. But there is a duty that
lies before the statesmen of;, the moth-
erland and of the oversea-dominions,
a~d that Is to join closer hands, if the
Empire is to be maintained imvincible
and intact. This involves some vracti-
cal svstem of Imperial. organization—
the eleser union of the United King-
dom with the great self-governine do-
minions of the Empire, India and the
various crown colonies. It is towards
the attainment of such a union- that
we should bend our best efforts, at the
same time clearly concedinz to each
of the united parts of the.Empire the
widest power o° local autonomy. This
is absolutely necesszary, hecanse all por-
tions of the. Empire must have the un-
doubted right to dirert and ‘govern

out interference from ‘any other. part
of it.

“In. my opinion the whole bus! less’
of defence and ‘oreign golicy should
be transferred 'to an indepe-dent and
Empire parliament. It would surely be
a gain both to the necessary foreign
policy and the equally necessary do-
mestic policy and the administration of
the same that this consideration and
direetion should . be entirely removed
from the conflicting interest that from
time-to time must arise in the govern-
ment of the United Kingdom itself. Ij:
would, moreover. clear the way to that
increased autonomy whieh just ~ow
is engaging: the - minds of ‘imperial
jstatesmen. In other words, the pre-
lude to an effectlive and workable Em-
pire ‘defence parliament must essenti-
ally be that of providing local autono-
my for England, Ireland, Scotland and
Wales. I do not believe that it.is pos-
sible to have a suitable workable sys-
tem -of .general detrence of the Empire
created :and worked unless it is com-
pletely separated from the internal re-
quiremerts of each. portion of the Em-
pire, ‘and kept completely clear from
local polities in all parts of the Empire.
Under the system of an imperial de-
fence council or imperial defence par-
liament such as T have indicated, the
United Kingdom would of - necessity
have to create what may be termed an
Empire house of representatives. It
may be that such a system would re-
quire to be bi-cameral, and i* a second
chamber were nec¢essary it could be
provided; and a house of representa-
tiveg elected on a population basis.

“Under such a scheme there should
be no question whatever as to the capa-
bility of the Empire to maintain a two-
power standard, and I believe it could
do so for all time. TUnder it the contri-
bution of a Dreadnought or two would
be a comparatively small matter. I
believe that the combined Empire could
with greater ease urovide fifty Dread-
noughts, if necessary, than a separate
portian of it could, under existing con-
litions, provide one or two.

Under such a system provision should
be made by a sinking fund for the re-
placement of all ships in, say, fifteen
or twenty years, which is the estimated
life of 2 modern battleship. If all por-
tions of the Empire weére joined in such
a system, and with representatives of
their people in such a parliament,
thereby having a voice, though that of
England rightly would be a predomi-
nant one, it would énable the ideals
and aspirations of those overseas do-
minions which now support  a local
navy policy to practieally have what
the “sentiment of local public opinion
desires providod for under'a system by

hag

in the control and disposition of which

through their representatives,
would have a say.

‘I see no reason why Empire docks
‘and naval yards should not be esta-

they

minions, and why some of the. ships

of the Empire. They could be manned
by British'seamen arawn from all parts
of the Empire. Such an Empire navy
should"be one in reality, and under the
entire control of the British admiralty;
and' T am persuadéd that the disposi-
tion of the vessels of the various over-
seas dominions wouta more effectively
provide for the requirements than
could be expected from any system of
isolated local navies.

“My ',ﬁrm conviction is that in the
general necessity of the widespreading
and rapidly growing interests of the
British Empire, the question of naval
de.ence should be placed under an or-
ganized system of either an imperial
defence council or «n imperial parlia-
ment of defence, with representatives

and that ynder such a system the ocean
routes, ‘the landed territories and the
vast interests of the people in our
great Empire could be more effectively
protected than under the present sys-
tem of each one, with good intentidns,
carrying -out a plan of its own. With
such ideals before us it ig at least
worthy of the best efforts of the:men
who meet from all parts of the Empire
to approach the matter dispassionately
and with the common object of endeav-
oring to establish a practical Empxre
naval defence system.”

Sir Joseph Ward, who is also accom-
panied by his private secretary, .J.
Hislop and his wife, proceeded on the
Makuyra to Vancouver, and will journey
overland to the Atlantic seaboard,
where he will take one of the fast
liners to England. He will spend up-
wvards of five months in the Old Land,
and is not certain as yet whether he
will return to New Zealand via Cana-
da or the ocean route.

POST OFFICE LOOTED.

Robbers Dynamite Safe and Escape
With $3,000 in Money and Stamps.

Healdsburg, Cal.,, April 3.—Dynamit-
ing the Healdsburg post office early to-
day robbers obtained $3,000 in money
and stamps. Alarmed by the explosion,
Night Watchman Dewitt came upon
the rohbers just as they were climbing
inte an automobile after the job was
done. Dewitt opened fire, which was re-
turned by the yeggs, who sent a few
shots at the watchman as they fled:

OEMAY T " o Tt

blished in each of these overseas do-|

should not be built in different parts

from all parts of the Empire attending,:

10 tS I

WILL JOIN THE BULLENS
IN SHIPBUILDING WORK'

e .

Famous Dumbarton Firm An
nounce Intentions — Em-
ployment for Thousands

the
are

Pennv Brothers, famous Durni-
barten shipbuilders, joining th
Messrs. Bullen in the construction of =
drydock and shipbuilding plant at Es-
quimalt.

That they were doing so has bes
known here for some time. The Gl. -
gow Weekly Mail of March 18, jus!
hand, contains the announcement !
the ‘Scotch end.

The allied interests expects to €I
ploy between 4,000 anca 5,000 men at t!
great works which will be erecte
where part of the Canadian navy

be built.

Rapid progress is being made on I
pair work on the steamer Kits
which lay at the bottom of Elliott b
in 240 feet of water before she !
salved., The Elliott Bay Drydock Cor
pany. is doing the work and will have!
completed to permit of a trial U
April 10, considerably in advance ol
time Iimit set in the contract
hull” is completely repuired and
Kitsap took to the watcr a few d4
ago.” The upper deck, pilot house
texas are now in place. The
ery and gear are being overhauled,
it 1s expected that the Kitsap will b (’{
good as new when she rcturns to S \(
vice after an unusual experience.

m.x«-i..

FOR SALE-One Jersey cow, cheap (1'1"‘1
gree), several grade CcowWS and :
heifers im .calf; also one nice draugi
filly, 18 months old. W. Grimmer, WWes

Pender Island.

FOR SALE-—Right acres, more or le
good land, house, lcdses, wood, bi ~m-
fruit trees. Morley, near Pumping

water
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FIRE DEST

Tacoma, Wash.,
and shingle mill pla
ker & Shingle Co.,
coma eastern branc
was pract
fire Saturday nigh
Mated by the own
about 3100,000, on

“have $25,000 to $30,

gawmill had a cap
Per day and the s

“150,060 - shingies.

thrown out of work




