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than once of delaying the constituent 
! sembly. It was only natural that Lenine 
; should make the same accusation in the 
! pamphlet, issued before the Bolsheviki 
came into power, and that he 
state that “the strengthening of the 
power of the councils, the orgainixing ana 
arming (!) of the masses” was the only 
condition under which the assembly 
could be '‘really convoked,” that ^ only 
thus can the assembly be assured.

Eventually the constituent assembly 
was convoked, and because it was op­
posed to the Bolshevik, Lenine dispersed 

than the Czar had 
dispersing the Dumas 

will of
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Iiiit in a manner worse 
employed in
which, representing the supreme 
the people, had demanded political and 
social reforms for the country.

According to Len.ne, he is “absolutely 
opposed to all imperialistic wars,” and 
even “to ‘revolutionary defence’ of Rus­
sia.” According to his views, the army 
officers should “not only be elected, but 
every step of every officer and general 
must be subject to the control of special 
soldiers’ committees;” he thinks that “it 
is absolutely necessary in all countries 
at war to encourage all attempts at fra­
ternization between the soldiers of both 
warring groups.”

Now, when fraternization and the sys­
tem of soldiers’ control has brought the 
Russian army to complete disintegration, 
and the enemy, in spite of the “peace, 
is moving deeper and deeper into the 
heart of the country, even the Bolsheviki 
are talking about the necessity for build­
ing a new army with the old, profes- 
sional officers returned to their posts, 
with independence for the officers in the 
entire sphere of the military command.

The Present Condition of Russian Under the Lmine Govern- with the "natmn^the^omman^ 

ment—Opposition of the People is Passive But 
a Way Out May Be Found
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I:country. , ,,
Discussing the relation of the ditter- 

ent political parties to Socialism, Lenine 
declared that the councils “must at once 
take every practical and feasible step 
for the realisation of Socialism. Now, 
when the Bolshevik kind of “realization 
of Socialism has resulted in the utmost 
disorganization of Russia’s industries, 
transportation, and finance,- the Bol­
sheviki begin to speak about the neces­
sity for co-operation with the bourgeois 
elements. _ . , „ ,

Does it mean that the Bolsheviki, as 
a faction, have changed their minds, and, 
from a a destructive have become a con­
structive element in the country ? No, 
unfortunately it does not. After realiz­
ing what their being in power has cost 
the country, do they endeavor to estab­
lish, instead of their tyranny, a demo-, 
cratic government which should include j 
the best representatives of Russia’s mind j 
and statesmanship and be recognized by . 
all classes? Do they call the constituent 
assembly, a body elected on the basis of 
the most democratic suffrage in the 
world, with soldiers and women partici­
pating in the elections ?

No, they do not. The great country 
is disintegrating, dying before their eyes; 
the Teutonic divisions, released from the 
eastern front, are endangering the demo­
cracies of the west, and they, the new 
dark force In Russia’s life, still cling to: 
their power, because the few ideas bom 
of their minds are dearer to them than 
Russia’s existence, even the world s ex­
istence. “Only the grave' can make a 
hunch-back straight,” says a Russian 
proverb.

I have #iad the pleasure of meeting 
some of the new-born friends of the 
“Soviet government,” and among the 
best of them I found the following naive 
conception: “The Soviet government, 
they say, “is a government of the Conn­
ell* of Workmen’s, Soldiers’, and Peas­
ants’ Delegates; that means that the 
Russian proletariat and the Russian 
uü&santry is back of them.’” Impressed 
by such a picture, I asked these friends 
of the Soviet government : “What is the 
matter; why, if the proletariat and the 
peasantry support the Bolsheviki, do 
they not call an All-Russian constituent 
assembly? The peasantry alone consti­
tute about 85 per cent of Russia’s popu­
lation, and if the Bolsheviki would con­
trol the constituent assembly, almost 

Russian would recognize their
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By. A. J. Sack, Director of the Russian Information Bureau in the United States

is really undergoing a certain evolution, 
and then we will see whether there are

promises for constructive work in

136V. {
l’o the Editor of The New York Even­

ing Post:
Sir:—The evolution of Bolshevism is 

the theme of today. There are 
people who point to this phenomenon 
and make every effort to show that the 
Bolsheviki government is now tending 
to constructive work. This theme is of 

importance,' and therefore I 
would like to discuss it, at least briefly.

A few months ago the Evening Post 
published an interesting document called 
“Lenine, on the Political Parties in Rus­
sia.” By quoting from this document 
we will be able to see that Bolshevism

LX35
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this evolution of Bolshevism.
As some of the readers of the

some Champion Long 
For McLaughlin Can 
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mEven­
ing Post may remember, in this docu­
ment Lenine answered, from his point 
of view, many of the important ques­
tions in Russian life. The document Is 
interesting as reflecting the very soul of 
Bolshevism. It is an extremely hypocriti­
cal soul. According to Lenine, the con­
stituent assembly had to be called “as 
soon as possible.” The Bolsheviki had 
accused the provisional government
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FRYING PAN TO FIRE.to believe that it will appearlast so long? The answer is simple: The 
opposition of the country is passive be- 

the country is exhausted, and, on 
the other hand, the Bolsheviki have the 
support of the disorganized remnants of 
the army because they allow the sol­
diery to do as they please. The Bolshe­
viki are playing at “government,” are 
issuing decrees, orders, and laws, but, 
in fact, their fundamental principle may 
be expressed, as someone suggested, by 
the brief phrase, “help yourself.” The 
soldiers help themselves, and this kind 
of a “democratic/ government” natur­
ally appeals to them.

With the demobilization of the army, 
and the want for food in the cities, the 
remnants of the army are beginning to 
disappear. When the same soldier re­
turns to his village and his home, and, 
after spending his money, starts to work, 
he becomes a law-abiding, peaceful citi- 

On the other hand, the soldiers

reasons
soon, a small, well-disciplined army of a {gt Loujs Globe Democrat.)
few corps could defeat very easily the A singular tiger tale comes from a 
armed mobs supporting the Lenine viUage jfi Java> where the tigers had
^“Dower which strives to destroy Rus- been committing havoc for some tline.

A power wmen stn Bolsheviki ! One day two contraband opium smug-

phrase the famous aphorism of Voltaire ^ere armed the
by saying. If the Bolsheviki did n t ti as may be supposed, rapidly gain- 
exist, it would be necessary to invent them/
them. A power which strives for Rus- When almost overtaken they spied a 
sia’s resurrection cannot co-operate with trap_ a sort 0f box-like affair, and
the Bolsheviki, because this co-operation ,)otj) glad]y rushcd in, carrying their 
would' at least temporarily, strengthen burdens with them. The trap shut down 
the Bolsheviki rule, already tottering, very ciosely, but that pleased them 
while Russia’s reconstruction is possible mjgi,tly, as they could hear the tigers 
only through their disappearance. scratching and snarling on the outside

Russia or the Bolsheviki—that is the The night passed in this way and at 
alternative. If the Bolsheviki remain in dawn of day the tigers scampered off 
power another few months, little will and the smugglers essayed to do like- 
be left of Russia. If the miracle of Rus- wise, but all their efforts were unavail- 
si a’s " resurrection will occur, .the Bo’- jng. They were in a trap, sure enough, 
sheviki will have to disappear. The ex- In a few hours the setters came to 
istence of one means the death of che had a look at the trap, and rejoiced to 
other • A. J. SACK. see it closed, thinking a tiger had lava

--------------- - caught. Their joy was redoubled, how-
A church for all creeds has been open- ever, when the prize proved to be the 

ed in Boston, which will be patronized unlucky smugglers with a valuable load 
bv priests preaching in twenty different of opium, and' the unlucky fellows: were 
tongues marched off to jail in triumph. |

Peasants’ 'Delegates. and the gp-rty of the 
Russian peasantry, the p.nrty of Social- 
ists-Revolutionists, through its ceneral 
committee, opposes the Bolsheviki at 
every step. It should be understood 
that the Bolsheviki rule in Russia, not 
because of their strength, but because 
of the temporary weakness of the great 
people, prostrated by the 8,000,000 
alties suffered in this war, by the ter­
rible crimes committed against them by 
the old regime, and by the disorganiza­
tion of the industrial and financial life 
of the country, the heritage of the old 
regime, increased by the Bolsheviki.

Not only Russia and the Bolsheviki 
are different aq<j* in many respects, con­
flicting phenomena, but even the Rus­
sian revolution and the Bolsheviki have 
little in common. The Russian Revo­
lutionary Democracy repudiates them, 
and the greatest Russian Revolutionary 
and Socialist leaders, as I. G. Tseretelli, 
E. C. BreshRipBrcshkovskaya (the 
grandrootheryrf ËLé ïtiissian revolution), 
PeterfKrqpoikiil (Sorge Plekhanoff, V. 
M. ('hernoff, and others, consider them 
enemSs of the revolution, who, by re­
ducing the revolution ad absurdum,, are 
doing their best to provoke a reaction in 
Bessie.

Ilf this is so, why do the Bolsheviki

cause

PERFECT casu-
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who remain in the cities become more 
and more lazy and unwilling to fight for 
anything, even for their own Bolshevist 
“government.” Therefore*/small German 
detachments are able to occupy entire 
Russian provinces, almost without re­
sistance. But, on the other hand, if a 
strong national democratic movement 

fo appear In Russia, and there are
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every, .
leadership as a national leadership.

This question almost always embar- 
the friends of the Bolsheviki. The 

____ is simple. The Bolsheviki dis­
persed the first constituent assembly 
with bayonets, and would have to dis­
perse the second because the country is 
against them, and this would be demon­
strated at the general elections. The 
majority of the All-Russian Council of
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A THIRD—because every DOMINION Tire is made in Canada, in 

Canadian factories, by Canadian workmen.
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