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DECISION TO'NEGOTIATE AT ONCE FOR PEACE
VANCE OVER A MILE ON FIVE-MILE FRONT IN PALESTINE
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Pilot of»l Mont Blanc Tells
Halifax Board of Ob-
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Says Germany Cannot Safely
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Monitors and Land Batteries Im-
omen

East Jf:n@a River.

eaded leather ana

« aeeeev. 100 to 25.00

all styles and leath.
.98 to 10,00

o to 5,00
puble-fold' ‘and flat
'1.5Q;‘to 8.50

Case, real ebony fit-
2.75 to 20.00

pn. top, black walrus
1.25

fold style, with fdens
Ta ¢ 50 to 6.50

n leather cases. Bach
50 to 1.00

struments
n oak, malogany or.

Prices $45. :
160.00 up. to .00.
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adquarters of the Italian Army
orthern Italy, Saturday, Dec. 15.

r & heavy sacrifice of men and
days of continuous fighting, the
has succeeded in making an-

slight advau.ce,

bringing  his

on up to Caprilie Hill, just east
he Brenta River. This représents
advance of a about three-quarters
mile, its chief importance being.

’

to  the

m which the enemy is

tontly exerting all his pressure.
his chief effort the prev.ous
‘was to ‘gain . command of the
. wost of the Brenta Ruver, so.
attention in the past welk has
€lven to the passes on the ea t
The fighting during. the past
s has beon heavy and' at

;-

imes desperate for comirol

¢ {positions. g w
The struggle yesterday and today

on

a, double

of strate-

aspect, - with the
~on the .right of]

. enemy shall

pose Great Barrier Against
Teuton Advanc; on Venice.

On the Lower Piave River, N orthern
Italy, Saturday, Dec. 15,—Countless
square miles of desolate marsh land,
intercepted and cut into numberless
islands by sluggish lagoons and iand
inundated to the- depth of several feet,
line .afte? line of stationary battories
of guns of from three to tifteen inches
in calibre, and .deep muddy trenches
filled’ with men determined . that the
not .advance
such are the impressive and apparenit-
‘\?’ v:cell—ntth unassailable defenpes of

enice, 3

The ' character of the ;
along the Lower Piave line, par
ticglarly - the methods employed to de-
fend the “queen of the seas’ from the
Austro-German invasion undoubtedly
are unique even in.
ties. Nattre has placed a barrier| in
‘the path of the invader apparently
more insurmountable
mountains which the enemy has fought
His way across, and theke natural ob.
_ have been fortiffed as probably
/20 . other place in Burope.
to provide fortresses a h
| guns which, camouflaged and conceal
| 8d ' cunningly from spying aeroplanes,
\can slip from point to polnt, never of-

.\ (Concluded on-Page 7, Golumn- ). g

any further— | .

|ation of Chalais

this” war of novel- besides

‘even than the:

' Human ingenuity has outdone itself.

: Consider Peace Based on Re-
"~ tumn to Pre-War Status.

e ¢ WY

‘Amsterdam,! Dec. 16.—The
bapers contaln lengthy accourts of the
speech of Grand ‘Admiral von Tirpitz
before the Hamburg branch of ° the
Fatherland Party in which the admir-
al said: i

“Up tothe bresent in. this war Great
Britain has won, rather than lost.
Peace based on the status quo ante
or on renunciation, therefore, is out of
the question fop Germany.”

Germany. would give up - Zeebrugge
and: Ostend if the British evacuated
Calais,,Von Tirpitz said: ““I'ho evacu-
would never be equlv-

« Joss of suchi- first-class
security,
nel become a fact

afier the war,
For real: security,

we should’ Yave,

The rumbps ;

ehind L

of Flanders might
disappear, - i i
“The ‘pretext that we cannot coerce
Great Britainand America falls to the
ground when we cdnsider the growing
scarcity of the cargo space of our
ruthless arch-enemy. The time for
fipal decision will come ]
distress begins to take the place of
merely =~ threatening distress.  That
time will ‘come. It is ohly & question

be ‘permitted to
¢ ]

of “keeping cool.”

T _!seﬂttac

v

k East of Bullecourt

and Maintain Positions 'in
' Ypres Region.

don, Dec

: 15.—~The report from

4 Marshal Haig tonjght says:
¢ésterday evening the enemy made
other Jocal attack east of Bulle-

yed enemy dugouts.

On another

rtion of the front a few prisoners
Iso were taken during the night by

My

Report Signed By Lu

dorff':

" TR

) ?Sajrs Snizle

Vi W by

—

16.—(Via '~ Renter's
Agency). — The . Dally
Chronicle’s correspondent with the
French armies, telegraphirg under
yesterday’s date, states that a secret
report issued on Oct: 4 by the chisf of
lth German' general. stuff, and. signed
Dy
ing’ losses in the German antillery. -
The report’ states tiat nz the
grand operations the average number

London, Dec.
Ottawa

ndorff himself, shows alarm-
jreport further testifies

"

in a  single monith, eithu-'b)? wear or

tear or enemy fire is: Field guns,
879; heavy pieces. 585. In other words,
the arsenals and workshops. are 6b-
liged to make or revair bleces tq the
extent of three-quarters of the whole
artillery - establisirment merely in on-
der to maintsin existing strength, The

to ths effl-
work, and says

ciency of allied battery
‘1455 guns were: put

that an average of
.cyt_of action,

German:

With reference to the rumdr that,

. Moreover, the' chammel tun- |

: Kldnders and Antwerp, Calais| 3.

when. -real| .

Army Lost 870 Field Guns and 585 Pieces of
Heavy Ar’:iller'y in Month. :

Investigation Proved the:Patriotic|"
Fund Justified in Decreasing
Amount of Allowance.:

The followifig circular was ideliver-

ed 'broadcast :thriout the 'northwest
slistrict Jate .on Saturday. | evening
with the evident intention of injuring
‘the Unmion government.

No Troop

was made today by the. Bolsheviki offi-

{ clal news,agency that Russia. and. Ger-
many had agreed wpon the, terms, of m1

armistice.. . ; .

the -armistice

Transfers c&re tq Be BGM
Which Continugs ‘ ‘
- of January, 1918, . |

Daring Armistice,
Until Middle

Petrograd; Dec. 16:—Announcement | tice begins at noon, Dec. 17 and re-
(mains in force untfl January 14, 1918,
Unless seven days’ notice .is given it
continues fn. )
‘extends
forces ' of the.

-delegates . constituting
committee at Brest-

The Russian

force automatical

A 1y, |
(to dll |

¢ land, alr and naval
il A B

g rw [ o
|'KIC., counsel.

1t

servations.

SIGNALS WERE WRONG
Mont Blanc Left Sufficient
Room for Imo to
: PmBy. :2. \

[ ————

Haliax, Deo-;i(—#ln thé opinien ef . .

Pilot Frunk MscKay, who was on.
ty on the bridge of tho Mont Blanc

, ere ‘Was something er-
‘tho collision,  ‘This ‘was the
nt he made ‘to the.
uiry ‘here on Satarday when he |
was que.t onirg him as to thy blasts |
from the ‘Imo's: whistle :
chip struck. The pilot sald that he

understood from ths Imo) - two b

| tienay, the

lowed out.

d no three blasts
he time.
. Gave Imo Lois of Room
;'In the course of his exam
the court, Pilot MacKay eaid  that
. Su'f'cient room was left' by the. Mot -
-Blane fer the Imo to, , had sho
kept £ her :
h ’.‘ : y. 2% 2 : .,
» Imo, goﬂ‘f
and that he did not think lie had sug-
@sted the ord:r changing the Imo’'s.
coum- L4 % X 2 s Lk 2

‘the ‘Imo Pflot MacKay sald that she

‘was ‘traveling st, he'judged,. seven

court of
ned by Mr. Burchell, '

before the

to star-

uuiou bs]
fat

Testifying cbitonmlné the speed Bf

£

1 ts.  “Ae-
of ost by s 7 ¢ cording’ to clause 9 Cot" the 'treaty,
guns lost by a single German army Desce uefonl _t!o_ﬁt",m";tt“‘ﬁql‘ln"er 4
mediately after ‘the - signing  of an.
armistice.. . P

: Peage. Negotiations Next. f e

Petrograd, . 16, —~Leon Trotzky,
the Bolsheviki| forelgn minister, de-
clared at a meeting of the Petrograd
Coundil’ of soldiers’ and Workmen-s
delegates last night that peace nogoti-
aJdons - would be hegun immediately
after . the armistice had been signed.
The foreigit min.ster announced tha.
for a time a break in the negot ations
seemed imminent. because Gen. ‘!fotb

- [Toan; the German negotiator, insis ea’

armistice sgresment Beiwecs the BALon. (he TiEht, o trauster Hoope. in
sheviki - Government in. Russia . and ?.n_a.u‘un_?tl- Th'tﬁ'ﬁ"‘“ h«:m;ﬁ:r
the Teutonic allies  was signed at fa.ly accepted ‘.t"a? 1 ;:rl
‘Brest-Litovsk, Saturday, according to| 'We can t and won't aid m t?*;. :
an official .communication’ iskued to-|in- ady way,” M. Tro zky said. bis
day., Russia, Germany, Austria-Hun- | question of ' transferring -troops was
gary, Bulgpria and Turkey are signa- | most fundamental. I think our formuia
torles of the agreement. .| 18’ considered by our allies to be sat-

The communication says the armis- | ‘sfactory.”

M T0RETURY | TWO ATTACKS

- (Conclidsd on Page. 11, Column &),
TROOPS REACH ENGLAND

First Line; Forestry and Amtillery
« -Dohll;‘ Across zl:om Cana Jory o

Portuguese troops in patrol encount-

_ “On the Ypres front there has been
urther. local fighting during the day
in _ the neightorhood  of . Polderhoek
Chateau, without material change in,
- the sityation. T hostile artillery
- %las shown considerable activity to-
day in the neighborhood  of Hargi-
Lourt and Flesquieres, between Gav-
elle and Lens, and In the Passchen-
ele sector,” .

R JOSE. Litovek _have: advised the Bolshowiki
line Francis. "Christs. authorities at the Smolny Institute
that an agreement was reached with
the Germans on Friday concérning the
transfer of troops.--It-was to this ef..
fect: Cosmi nl S ey

“Both sides signing” this agreement
bind themselves until Dec. 80, 1917
(Jan. 12, 1918) not to carry on opera-
‘tive military travsfers on ‘the front
from the Baltic to the Black Sea, ex-
cept such transfers as were
begun up to the moment of signing
this agreement.”

Five Signatories.

It is at present unknown who are
the guilty parties.
The circular is worded as follows:;
" “NO EXTRA ALLOWANCE :TO
SOLDIERS’ DEPENDENTS™
“The ‘following letter from the To-
ronto .and ¥ork Patriotic Association
to Mra. Keene, who was in receipt: of
$10.00 per month, from the assoeiation,
and 1is now redutced to $5.00 per month.
clearly shows what can bs expected
by the soldiers’ dependents; pra s
“The so-calied increase of $500 a
month by ' the Unionist government
means nothing. The Patriotic Asso~
ciation see that the dependent does
not get an increase.
Toronto and York County Patriotic
Association.
(Affiliated with the Can. Pat. Fund).
g 48 Yonge -street;
Torounto, Ont., Dee, 12, 1917.
Ref. 38978. /
Mrs. Katherine Keene,
4 Classic Avenue,
Toronto, Ont,
Dear Madam: # e g
At a meeting of the committee.of

0-INCH, 85¢. 3
HERALD ANGELS
sohn.) Howard Kopp.
rgan accompanl’mon‘l-
ES. (O, COME ALL
(Reading.) Howard
Organ accom=

' BY BRITISH IN PALESTINE

Allenby’s Men Make Gains Along Front of Fige Miles,
Occupying Five Positions---Aeroplanes
. Busy Quer. River Jordan.

MILE AND A HALF ADVANCE

Ottawa, Dee. 16.~1t s offictally " °
announced, thru the chief press cen-
sor's office, that the following troops

solo.

bave arrived safely in"Englana; ‘ = °
Drafts—Forestry and railway oon-
ftruction . from  Windsor, London
(Ont.), Brockville, Winnipeg: fores-
try, from Vancouver, Regine, Brock-
yille, Quebec and Suséex, N.B): -
+# Canadian Garrison Artllery' frem .
Victorla, Quebec and Halifax; hravy
and cleze artillery from- Charlotte-
‘town; infantry (yom Brit! h-Colamibl
ard Nova = Soctla; army m>dical
c0.ps from Halifax; vecrui's, imperial
and United States: details. B

BY GERMANS

TO TALK PEACE AGAIN

. Kaiser Will Give A'ies Anothér Chance
" to Accept the Kind He Favors.

', London, Dec. 15.—Emperor ‘Wil¥am,
. in his Christmas message, proposes to
| Make a final peace offer to his ene-
fnles “on whom, in case of rejection,

I Wil fal] the responsibility for. blood-
.~ #hed in 1918,” according to an unoffi-
clal Berlin telegram, forwarded from

& by the Exchange Telegraph
Company today.

verchiefs |HIR — ’

London, Dec. 10.—An official state-
ment bearing on the campaign in Pal-
estine says:

“General Allenby reports that on
Dec. 15 his left centre, northeast of
Ludd, advanced on a five-mile front
to a maximum depth of abqut one and
one-half p¥iles, without meéting much
oppositigh. Kibblah, Khibanneh, Khel,

Bornat and the ‘ridge overlooking Eil
Tireh were occupied. ; :

“Our airplanes. dropped fifty-six
bombs . on motor boats and sheds and
on. troops at the mouth of the Jordan
'with good effect, obtaining twenty- |
four hitse.”

An earlier war office report from
London states the British have made

another advance in Palestine north-
east of Jerusalem.

fen and
pmen

{LIBERALS APPEAL. FOR

L unchanged.

“General Allenby reports that ' he
further extended 'his line northeast of
Jerusalem Thursday, capturing 140
prisoners. Otherwise the situation is
Since Wednesday three
enemy airplanes have been destroyed
and another has been brought down.”

this assoclation -yesterday your. case
was reconsidered in view of your . pre-
sent circumstances and of the ..in-
Crease in, government allowance and
it was then decided that the grant

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 6).

BY WAY OF NEW YORK

ON FRENCH LINES BEATEN

Foe is Repulsed Near ’Chr'em-in des Dames and in Cham-

- UNION GOVERNMENT

The Election' Today will be the most momentous in the
history of Canada, and, realizing the tremendous gravity to the
Dominion, to the Empire, and to the world of the issue, we,
the undersigned Liberals, urge the electors as they value the
honor of their country, the security -and .independence of the
Empire, and the cause of freedom, to use their influence, as we
are doing, and cast their ballots, as we will do, in behalf of the
Union Government,

Plan Will Do Away With Delays pagne--Eight Enemy Planes Downed
at Quebec and ‘Men* Will § : :

OTTAWA GUARANTEES St B: ;:::d:‘atﬂicm- & in Engagements.
FARMERS’ EXEMPTIONS ;=

some time all soldiers Teturning from
overseas service tw Toronto military
district will come via New. York City
Militia Department Will Leave Sons and Neces-
sary Hired Help in Agriculture-—-Laurier
Report to Contrary Denied.

i |
Handkerchiefs, with !
i initials,, at 6 for A ’

f;-w{(::wsnzcﬁ%mmef’- at Paris, Dec. 16 —German tbrou'h_.u
$2.20. night attacked the French positions
north of the Chun!n-t}wm‘ on
-he Alsne fiont, and east of' Corn.llét,
in the Champagne. The Frerich War
Office, in fts stutement 'issued today,
seports that both attacks were re-
ruleed. On the right bank of the
Mevege, in the Veordun region, there
was an -increase in the artillery fire.

The text of the statement rvads:

“Between the Aisne and the Ok |
Rivers there was- great activity by
the artillery on both sides. We re-1i
pulsed an eremy attack north of the
Chemin-des-Da ..es. :

“In the Champagne the Germans
last nizht attcmpt.d to atteck ' our
positions east of Cornllet, but were :
repulsed by our fire.

“There was lively srtillery activity
ron the rignt “ank of the Meus:, not-
ably in the sector of Chambrett s.

“There Was nothing to report on
the rest of the front. :

“Avia fon: Our airplanes displayed
great activity on December 13, bring-
ing down five ememy machin:s. e
has becn econfirmed that three other
' Gesman_airplanes were_smashed. en

the ground as the result of engages
menis which took plece ¢n December
12 and  Deczember 14.” ?

Muil !i:»xndkamhdef:é

d ];Hiivul' : {ianflkﬁ;‘;
nen Handlerchiets,
1.00; 6 for $1.50; 6 for
6 for $3.00.
Handkerchiefs, at
$1.50; § for $2.00. %
¥ oidered Hand=
'“,’ffnggew(hite, ‘1’3‘ . |
65c, 75¢ an : ', |

kerchiefs up.to $15.00

I'rimmed Y{—ilaad&w -
, 50c, 75¢ an 00,
yith Irish lace moftl :
"33 '””“‘”"i;i'erad
Fiine mb1ro so bl
roh ,»; for. Children; s
. 20c, and 25C. g
;. 20¢c, 22¢ M;L'\efs, atl | iy
50 to 14 !
Swiss Handker= i ;
... .10 and Jen'i
aty € Wom
Y o 5o to 5.00

SiR GEORGE IMPROVING,

' The condition of Sir George E. Yoster,
minister of trade and who was
seriously injured when he wus knocked
down by an engine at the Union Btation
on Friday evening, was stated last oight
to be all that could be desired. Dr. Gor-
‘{don Rice, who /s atfending ofm, stated
that he expects Sir George will be out of
the hospital within two weekes’ time, An
X-ray bas been taken of his left shoulder,

which shows a fracture, which it fs ap~
ticipated wili cause no serious trouble,
i a¢ his other injuries, consisting of
brulioeo and iOue, are healing very
we

and . Buffalo. instead of via Canadian
Atlantic ports. i

Word has beoh received thai a party

Canadian returned soldiers

i t N York

tary - Hospitals

Commission has not yet been notified

as. to_when the contingent will reach

Canada.

The plan of bringing the Canadian
war vetsrans  back ~via New
York City calls for the - establishment
of a military clearing station on Staten
Island. Under the new plan, ths re- !
turned soldiers instead of being de-
Jayed at Atlantic coast ports to be
“board:d” by medical officsrs. will be
sent right thru to their destinations
in Canada. thus eliminating the de-
lays of several dayw, someiimes woeks, .
which* the 'returning: solGiers - had to ;
suffer befors sgeeing their relatives
again. It is expected. the new ar.
rangements wili call for the war vete-
rans being at ¢nce piaced on leave on
reaching. their home-.cities, with in-
structions to report mt a. later date (o

Thomas Reid

J. 8. McKinnon

Leighton MoCar-
thy, K.C,

(Dr.) W. P. Cavan

«R. A. Reeve, M.D.

D. A. Dunlap

Wellington A.
Cameron

J. M. Milar

T. F. Little

Chester D. Massey

Hugh Blain

B. J. Moore

John A. Tory

Joseph Oliver

(Rev.) B. W, Mer-
rill

'A. E. Dyment,
President To- -
ronto  Reform

| ‘“Asmsociation

1 James Ryrie

{ J. B. Atkinson

D. E. Thomsor

( KC. :

Cam- Harry L. Stark

(r?rf)'rz by Charles Marriott
Mark Bredin J. D. Allan
John B, Holden F. ‘L. Ratcliff
(Lieut.~Col.) F. H. Frank Sanderson

Deacon C. W. Livingstone
W. D. Matthews B. 'T. Malone
(Prof.) J. H. Farm- g Casey Wood

il C.'B. Bdmonds
Alfred Bic G. A. Morrow

J. M. Clark, K.C.
" G. T. Somers

Thomas Findley

David Fesken

T. A. Russell

H. Douglas Eby

Afred Rogers

A. F. Rutter

(George F. Parks Hugh Munro

¢, 50c,

Sgpecial to The Toronte World.

Cttawa,  Dec. 15—Tke Laurier
party” have caused to be publicshed in
The Canadian Farm cf December 14
a siatemenc that the military autnor-
ities have appealed from the d ¢ sions !
cf lecal ‘rbunals in farmers' wsons'
cases- There is absclutely no truth
in this. It is a pu. e canard got out |
at the last moment in the hope a a
expectation that it will not be con-
tradicted. Mr. Just ce Duff’s deci-
sjor. exempting farm:e’ esons is the
law, and must be observed by all lo-
cal or appeal tridunals,

will net be taken also stands good.
Moreover, on November %9 _he militia
Gepartment. issued the folluwing. posi-
tive inst. uetioas to all mil t.;‘yxr‘pl‘e—l
sentatives and lecal tribumnalis:
“Ow.ng to the nscessity of mair-
taining * produiton of foods uffs,
bor afide farmers and nec:gsary hired
kelp should be left on farms. Ay
clzims of such men allowsd by - tri Jun-
als are not to be appealed Any ap-
peals alreaiy made re such men nust
te cancelied forthwith by not fying
the registrar tha: the appeal is drop-~
ped. Care is'to be faken, howueyer,
{ that the cases are bonafide and that
Ceneral Mewburn’'s positive declar-! the men exemoted are actually ens
ations 'th&t farmers’ sons- and -heip{gaged in farm labor.” -
= L d

kS

J. H. Gungdy
80T Holmay
‘(Prot) A C
f Kay

e ° ol - Y
Mc-

DINEEN'S MEN'S FURS,

The most /c\h\oico selection in Toroato
of . fur-lined and fur coats for men.
Choicely matched coo coats, with
wide lapels, high storm collars and
heavy quilted lUning. Chauffeurs’
coats from $32 upwards. The stand-
ard of value in muskrat lined coa
otrer co'lars, on imported beavenslo ~
shelis. Dineen’s, 140 Yonge mu}. E

Mcle.y

John Firsti- ol

& R. Wooq

Alexander Keith

| (Prof.) w. s w.
loLay

James Rogerson

‘ Bert . MoCreath

(Prof.) Frederick
Tracy

W. B. Robertson

Joseph T. Clark

> o e
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