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Facing a New Offensive.

Gen. Maurice _reports the Ger-
mans as having sixteen more divi-
sbns on the western front than the
allies, but there are fewer men in
the German divisions, so that in ac-
tual man-power the allies still main-
tain a preponderance.

The preponderance in aircraft, in
munitions and in guns is also stil’
with the allies, but is diminishing

IF- THE GOVERNMENT DOESNT
. AND BRAND THE MULE ——

HURRY P :

according to official estimates.  “If
the enemy wishes to a:!.backvthere is
nothing to prevent,” says Gen. Mau-
rice. The great question is whether
heﬂ wishes, Sometimes the Ger-
mans tell the truth, and they have
heen telling their own people thaf
they are going to Paris.

From a military point of view in
Britain ‘an attack by the enemy
would be welcomed. The war-
weariness evident in England and
Scotland would disappear and there
would be ‘a general stimulation and
bracing up in the presence of action.
The slow and tedious months of
winter, in which matters have ap-
parently been goilng Germany’s way,
have discouraged the weaker sort.
The food question has been serious
and so has the fuel question, as
with ourselves.

Towards the end of January the
strike threatened by Clyde workers
looked very serfous. The British
Shoe and Leather News of Jan. 24,
commenting on the situation,
thought the men would see before
it was too late that they would only
be playing into the hands of the
enemy. It adds:

“The war cannot go on indefinite-
ly. Almost all nations, whether
belligerents or neutrals, are groan-
ing under the burden of it; human-
ity cannot endure the strain much
longer. The very magnitude of the
suffering entailed will help to bring
about the end of the struggle.
Therefore, dark ‘as the present hour
is, we firmly believe that our ‘faces
are towards the light,” and that the
clouds may break at any moment.”’

The British Weekly is not quite
so sanguine of an early peace, tho
confident as to the ultimate issue.
Even if the war were to be a seven-
years’ war, and the nation have to
fight till the last man and the last
shilling were requisitioned, Britons
are resolved never, never, never to
be slaves to Germany at any rate.
M. Stevene Lauzanne, editor of Le
Matin, speaking on Monday last in
Toronto, asserted the same deter-
mination as true of France, _ It
were better, far better, he asserted,
that every Frenchman should die|
than that they should submit to
Prussia.

This spirit is far more widely pre-
valent than the pacifists and the
sentimentalists care (o recognize.

The army is solid about it, and the
allied governments appear to have
ug hesitation and no fears,

,"/)..ct the German attack proceed.

_ Allied Strategy, Perhaps.

Rumania has agreed to sign a
peace- with Austria. She could do
nothing else. She is surrounded by
the enemy and cut off from all hope
of succor. She was betrayed in the
first place by the pro-German gov-
erument of Russia, and since then |
things have been going from bad to |

The above' cartoon (from The  Winni-
peg Grain-Growers’ Guide)  expresses the
views of our western farmers in regard
to public ownership of the Canadian
Pacific. But now The. Toronto Globe is
half-suggesting that the Grand Trunk be
not branded for the ‘present, but that
more public money be paid over to that
rond and to the Grand Trunk Pacific.
And . much more pointed pleadings in
favor of the Grand Trunk aré |being
printed in other Canadian papers, They
are willing that Canada continue to be
the goat for our raiflways that are in
financial straits. Fortunately, the west-
ern farmers, and, we bcueye. the western
members and ministers, are for a show-
down with the Grand Trunk. .,

Is parllament to be summoned to de-
vote some more money for the Grand
Trunk and then prorogue as quickiy as
possible, with the railway problem still
up in the air? The World does not think
80, but The World cannot but observe an
almost hysterical haste in some quarters
to have the session over and done with
without coming to grips with the railway
situation, It is suggested by our good
neighbor, The Mail and Empire, that the
members’ of p"{'g'lxament. would be more
usefully employed in planting corn and
hoeing potatoes than in making speeches
at Ottawa. 'The Toronto. Globe sees dif-
ficulty in expropriating the Grand Trunk,
and insists that the government should
try its hand at negotiation. In regard to
the suggestion made by The. World, and
seconded by The Winnipeg Free Press,
that the government should refuse to
give any more handouts to the Grand
Trunk, and thus force that system into
liquidation, The Globe says :

The suggestion that the Grand Trunk
should be 1orced into liquidation by a
withdrawal of the government's finan-
clal assistance at a time of crisis, when
private loans are unattainable, 18 one
that ought not to be considered at this
stage of the proceedings,” It the own-
ers of the C,N.R. were spared the hu-
miliation of geeing their road bought in
under the hammer because of the fail-
we of the C,N.R. to earn its fjxed
charges, there is every reason for ex-
tending like treatment to the Grand
Trunk, which did great service In the
opening-up of eastern Canada, and has
never returned interest to the English
investors who pald milliofis of pounds
for {ts common stock,

And this brings us to the nub of the
Grand Trupk situation. At this coming !
session of parhament the road must
either be taken over or it must receive
another substantial hand-out from the
publc treasury. During the past few
years we have heard: a great deal about
financial assistance to the Canadian
Northern, but we. have- heard very little
abont the hand-oute to the Grand Trunk.
The Canadian Northern went ahead every i

“oé:er.many, seport the Italiens, - is :Acmg(\u;:, made the’ ﬂf;ht, Lo:.)‘k_lhe:ubuse
preparing a new attack on Italy: (:nd inglly got a \oto.l Then ,n' the
and affairs in the east, with a quies- (r:\'hl;: days of“ the ﬂcs':'il()n the (Jmfld
cent Rumania and a chaotic Russia, ’lrlfnk cried “me too,” passed up its
2 Gl plate, got a big helping from the man
&re favorable to *’UL'h %, move. who was carving the turkey and then
bince? the generfal val]'led war coun- quietly went away to enjoy the feed.
cil W&§ fOI‘l'l}ed very llt:t!’?" has b’een When the proprietors of the Canadian
suggested as to the po&bl‘ble‘-pldns Northern came back in 1917 for another
of the allied commande"rs. This i's helping the government took their road
the b(‘st- sign and prounsg we ha"‘e away froin them, but in the midst of the
of the state of t’h‘e campaign ‘:S excitement the little old Grand Trunk
viewed by them. l_h“y 'arc qm,etdy passed up its plate and got the usual
‘l:)g'nﬂ?l?:“m(irtleyszial‘fﬁlplttl)lliii‘:x::m?n genercus helping of white meat, oyster
. i i 4 : sluffing and cranberry sauce!
Lurppe. 'lhe)’! hz&wc‘ mviquble’l“;n‘d Turn up the sessional laws for the past
; "y ... | agtonished to find how busy parliament
use it. They can rompcl a‘“a‘Ck,mfh;m been paying out money to and for
any quarter ﬂ_lc)’ desu:o. The m”‘?’ the Grand Trunk. The loans we admit
tary. world ‘will b'_3 disappointed '”\wro made Lo the Grand Trunk Pacific
the ‘coming campaign (lO'(‘:R' not re‘il(.ﬂlwuy Company, but the old Grand |
veal some of the most brilliant 8tra- | rink owns all the capital stock of the
tegy of the war. G. T..P. These loans enabled the Grand
It is believed  that the allied pc'l'!’l'ruuk Pacific to make up its deficits
icy dictated by the general situation | in cpérating expenses and to pay its |
is one of parry until L_h“ forces Orfflxétl charges. A considerable part of |
the United States are in the field. this burden should have been borne by |
'};gt w]et mllsltd nb?i l;e too sure g{ the parent company. But the good nldi
’ is. it wou © OL enormous ad-|easy country paid it all. |
vantage to the whole world could g
the war be curtailed by a year.

Perhaps * the government had little
choice in the matter, as the Grand Trunk
could not put up for ite ghare of the
burden. Indeed today the Grand Trunk
is in the samo¢ position and the govern- |
ment must either take over the road or |
pay out more millions every year,

In 1914 parlfament guaranteed the
Grand Trunk Pacific bonds to the ex-
tent of §1€,000,000, loaned the company
$8,000,000 in 1916 and $7,500,000 in 1917
Peérhaps the G. T. P. has not gotten all |
the money from the bond guarantee, |
but we Knew the government advanced
10,000,000 in cash upon that guarantee

im Augusi, 1014, So il we only count the

Over the Grave.

Sir Edward Carson’s tribute to
John Redmond inspires the hope
that one of the wounds of the em-
pire may be healed very soon.

“We were not very far apart in
our attempts at a settlement of the
Irish question,” - said the Ulster
leader.

Perhaps over the grave  of the
other leader it may be possible to
find 2 way to close the Zap that still
femained belween the two policies,

-

-

| years

BRAND THE
GOVERNMENT

cunpet-a.)

.| dian people who are now carrying over

not secure money from private investors.
Does The Globe seriously pretend to say
that any private Investor would lend the
Grand Trupk Pacific $100? Does The
Globe. pretend to say that the ' Grand
Trunk Pacific could be sold at one-third
of its cost to any investor in the world
except the Dominion Government? If
a man  were given the  Grand Trunk
Pacific tomorrow for nothing, he'd have
to pay $65,000,000 during the next ten
vears for the mere pleasure of running it.
And if The Globe has 'sobs for the
shareholders, has it none for the Cana-

five hundred millions of dollars of ob-
ligations loaded on ' them by the Grand
Trunk and now. repudiated by that con-
cern? 1

LIGHT ON MAJOR BOEHM
Altho Not Able to Go to Front as

Fighter He Took Official Pho-
tographs of Caradians.

The West Toronto branch of the
G.W.V.A. recently criticized Major
Boehm. on the grouriu, of lecturing at
the various recruiting and other

centres of the United States upon the
front line trenches without having
leen to the front nimselt. Tie re-
ceipt of a communication from N. §. I,
Knight throws light upon the matter,
and points out that altho the mujor
was unabls to go over with the CO.F.F.
he did yeoman work fior the country in
the matter of securing first-hand pic-
.tures of Canadians on the firing line.
These were taken at very great risk
and under the auspices of the Natinnal
Memorial Association. In the course
of his communication Mr. Kunight says:
“Altho Major Boehm was not, 1 com-
batant officer he spent a number of
months in the front line trenches, busy
at the dangerous work of securing ac-
tual photographs of tHe Canadians
fighting.”

W. E. Turley oxpressed his belief
that until the majow had assured the
West Toronto branch that the state-
ment sattributed to him by The Balti-
more Sw were not made by him no
retraction of tiie censure of the branch
was in onrder. )

cusi the account in tabular form since |y .. County District of the G.W.V.A.,

the war commencel runs like this:

vivs. $25,500,000

The fixed charges of the Grand Trunk
Pacific amount to about $6,000,000 a
yeur. The road does not pay operating
expenses and therefore the bond hold-
ers must collect from the Dominion Gov-
ernment and the old Grand Trunk. The
Dominfon Government has guaranteed
Grand Trunk Pacific bonds to a large
amount and the old Grand Trunk has
commitments of the game kind aggre-
gating some $70,000,000. Year after year
the government “loans” to the Grand
Trunk Pacific money enough to make up
its deficits in operating expenses and to
pay the intefest on its bonds. The
Crund Trunk does not advance a dollar
nor does it pay the interest upon the

T. F. bonds it has guaranteed, In
fact, it is not able to do s0. ' If the
government ceased to shell out /the
nioney for a single year the Grand T'runk
Pacific would go into lquidation and
drag the old Grand Trunk after it. Both
the 'roads within a few months would
be offered fer sale at public outcery and
the government would naturally buy
them in. There would not be the slight-
8t difficulty in the creditors selling
those portions of the Grand Trunk out-
side Canada,
woult. appoint ancillory receivers and the
whole concern would be wound up. It
is not uncommon for an American road
to find itseif in the grip of a receiver,
even tho a portion of its line may be
in Canada. The Pere Marquetts is a
case in point. After receivers were ap-
pointe. by the United States Circuit
Court ancillary receivers weré appointed
by the Ixchequer Court of -Canada,

We may as well face the situation
Squarely. If the government has not
niade up its mind about nationalizing the
Grand Trunk or if it believes that he
road can only be acquired by negoth-
tions with the Grand Trunk stockholders
in England to be carried on some time
this summer, then parliament at its com-
Ing sesslon must vote another hand-out
to the Grand Trunk Pacific. We should
Judge it would take another $8,000,000 to
tide over the G,T.P. |\for another year
and keep old Grand Trunk from be-
ing annoyed by its creditors. ¥or our
readers must remember that the Grand
Trunk Pacific i in a radically different
position from the Canadian Northern.
The Grand Trunk Pacific does not pay
working expenses, even on the prairie
section; the Canadian Nbrthern always
had a surplus of several million dollars
above operating expenses. The Cana-
dian Northern, however, was taken by
the scruff of the neck when it asked for
money in 1917, but that dear little Oliver
Twist of the railway world, the Grand
Trunk Pacific, got “more” without any
trouble, and is coming back to get still
more in 1918,

The World believes that Sir Robert
Borden will put his foot down on this

foolishness and will keep the pledge he
has made to thé country, that rio more |

money is to be loaned to raflway com-
panies. There are, however, influences
at ;work to get by this next session of
parilament without nationalizing the old
Grand Trunk.
ing the Old Black Joe chorus and re-
calling the British investors
money in the Grand Trurfk
ago.
It is argued that to treat

Trunk in:a businesslike way would har-

who
seventy

row the feelings of the people who own !
That common stock |

its common stock.
has ma!uo, has paid no dividends for
years and was probably bought for
song by the people who now hold it.

ing millions of dollars a year for fear
the delicate sensibilities of these people

might be hurt by having their road sold |

under the hammer. That Turbeydrop of

Journallsm, The Globe, shudders at such |

impropriety, and we are told:
If the owners of the C.N.R.

road bought in junder the hammer be-
cause of the fgilure of the C.N.R. to

earn its fixed charges, there is every |

reagon for extending like treatment to
the Grand Trunk,

The' Globe in another place insinuates
that government should the
Grand Trunk Pacific some more maoney
because on account of the war it cau-

the loan

L]

The United States courts !

Even The Globe is join- |

Tost |

the Grand |

al

But |
we are asked in effect to keep on pay- |

s were |
spared the humfliation of seeing their |

Lieut.-Col. Hardy, president of the

stated that the matter was being given
his most earnest consideration.

MUCH INCONSISTENCY
ABOUT FOOD CONTROL
Carrots Bought in Smal| L\oto Cost

Four Dollars a Bag, and Other
Things Accordingly.

“There is a great deal of inconsis-
tency in the food control business,”
saild W. C. Miller, secretary o’ the
Retail Merchants’ Association. “The
government cdlls for eople to use
carrots, and they do. rrots s
sell for about 10 pounds for 25 cents,
A’ woman went into a store and
bought a nickel's worth of carrots,
weighed them and ‘then reported that
she was charged $4 a bag, and the
food controller promises an investi-
gation. But, at the same time, the
restaurants charge 20 cents for half
a grapefruit, which is about $38 a
case, which cost them $8.50, and
there is nothing done atout it, Then
next week theére is. a'meeting to pre-
pare for a campaign to “can 4ll you
can” during next season. And at the
same time the government takes over
the® gas plant of ‘“theé, Wallaceburg
Glass Works, and”glass sealers will
be almost impossible to get next fall,
The government, instead of co-oper-
ating, is throwing embarrissments in
the way.”

MERCHANTS ARE INDIGNANT

Displeased at Fuel Controller's Light-
ing Order for Stores.

The Retail Merchants’ Association is
indignant owver the .order concerning
the cutting down of window lighits.
“There s no cuntailment of inside
lighting, just the lighting of the win-
dows,” sald W, C. Miller, general sec-
retary. “The streets look like an ap-
i proach to a graveyard, (nstead of a
business section of a city, We are
taking up the matter with Sir Henry
Draytor; the power controller, to ses
if there cannot be some arrangement, !
whereby at least one 40-watt light wil] |
be permitted in each window, if the
menchant will o 'what he can to cut
down ithe interior lighting.”

VETERANS’' DANCE AND EUCHRE.

West Toronto Branch Enjoys
Evening at 8t, Julien' Hall.

The West Toronto branch of the
Great War Veterans’ Association held
a very well attended dance and euchre
at St, Jullen Hall on Tuesday even-
ing. Seventy-five couples were on the
floor, and euchre fours were seated
at ten tables. The proceeds of the
euchre amounted to about $40. The
committee in charge were Comraded
W. Knight, R. Walker, M. Wassell, E.
R. Mackintosh, W. Bennett, Sergt.
Howell and W. Lenehan, Mrs. Howell,
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“CATCHING HER ON

THURSDAY MORNING

E WOMAN WHO CHANGED |

BY JANE PHELPS

1

| My First Lesson in Social Customs

CHAPTER XXII.

At 10 O'clock the next morning I
sat primily walting for my etiquet
teacher to arrive. In spite of all that
Evelyn had said, I was not yet re-
signéd to the lessons nor to the idea,

Eut [ shoyld have to go thru with it;
that was. unavoidable. '

“You must learn to quell a certsin
spontaneity; it's almost a Boidenisn
manner you have,” was one of the tirst
pleasant thingg she told me. She had
never seen me show any enthusiasm,
s0 1 was sure George had spoken of
this as a failing.

“I never was called
fore,” '1 told her.
tion,

“You must be careful that you do not
criticize women older than yourself,”
was another of her rules. I knew that
she meant George's older friends, the
women of his world.

Then she toid me of books I must
read, that I must keep up on the new
ideas constantly put forth-—but she
spoke of only those which had to do
with polite soclety, with social prob-
lems. Evidently she thought nothing
else counted. Afterward she told me
it didn’t, not for the wife’of u rien and
socially prominent man. Society was
her fetish.

I tried to pay ar:te{ntion. to become
interested, hut I failed utterly. Al-
ways in the back of my mind was the
thought that George wag ashamed of
me and that this woman knew it. [
hated her stilted ways and expres-
sions, I hated hear., After she left I
clenched my hands while I knew it
would dc no good to rebel, slow tears
oozeid between my eyelids. T should
have to go thru with it; but I hated
her!

hoidenish be-
She’ paid no atten-

A Safety Valve.

“Oh, Evelyn, it was awful! simply
awful” 1 declared in the afternoon.
Evelyn had come over to ‘see how I got
along with Mrs. Sexten and to have
passed on anything which 1 had
learned.

“In what way?" she asked.

“In every way! She started in by
calling me a holden, told me I mus*
not be spontaneous, that it was bad
form to show my feclings and a lot of
such stuff. Maybe I won’t show my
feelings when I g2t as old as she is' I

won’t have any to show. She hasn't,
1 am sure” %

Evelyn  laughed merrily.
said: i

“I guess we are apt to show our
feelings too plainly, Helen. My mother-
in-law told m« almost the same thing.
She said that ‘the public didn’t care
to be bored with gushing girls’”

“Didn’t it hurt you dreadrully
have her talk Ilike
really shocked.

"Yes—until I thought of how Inuen
Kurts cared for me and how anxious
he was that his people should like me—
they never had a daughter—ithen I
told her I would try to'be mbre digni-
fied- You see, ‘I reasoned that as

Then

that?” I asked,

Kurts had always been brought up

with those notions, perhaps he might
be ashamed of me if I was—well~—
like I was at home.”

“Do  you know, Evelyn, I have
thought just the same about George.
But one thing puzzles me dreadfully.
Why did they marry us? Why did
they-not marry a girl in their own
set, brought up just as their mothers
would bring them up, instead of going
intothe country and marrying just ‘the
opposite kind of a girl? I laughed and
talked and joked a great deal more
then than I do now, yet George never
criticized me. I can’'t understand it.”

“Neither can I.”. .

I'll Provide a Man.

“Perhaps they saw we' ' need-
ed polishing off and that's why
they married us. But never mind, 1
have bad news for you.”

“What is it? Don't you dare
me that you won’t come to
party!™,

“Dhat’'s just it. George has an en-
gagement.,” [ Dblushed. It was the
first time I had ever lied about him.

“But you will come?” she pleaded,

“Won’t it ‘make an odd number”"”

“No, goosie! I won't let it,” and
forthwith she began to name over dif-
ferent young men she thought ghe
could invite to take George’s place.

Before she left she had decided upon
Van Dyke Lawrence, a young man
whom she described as being particu-
larly desirable as a guest.

“He is very popular, however, and
perhaps [ can’'t get him.” ‘

“Have you 'nvited Merton Gray?’ I
asked,

“My no! he'd never come!

teil
nwy

‘Why he's

to’

one of the most sought after meén in
town. Do you know him well?" * i

“No, 1T met him at Mrs, Loring's din-
ner. We got on famcuely, however.
I liked him s0 much., He was so0 like
the boys at home.”

“I'll just call him up from here it
you will let me. If-I am fortunate
enoug® to get him I shall tell him Le
is' to take your husband's place. Tho
1 don't believe for a minute he'll ‘come
to my lttle panty.”

“Try him and see” 1 'said, some-
way sure that he would accept:

“All right, here goes,” and she called
Mr. Gray's studio. He was in, and I
etood hy while she gave the message,
Altho I listened I' could not cateh what |
he said, but [ distinctly recognized his

voice.
e —

Tomd::row'-oz_\n Unexpected ~ Pleasuress

NO CIVIC LUNCHEONS =
FOR GUESTS THIS YEAR

Brother of Pte. W. A. Bartlett is Re-
fused Civic Insurance—Tax Col+
lection Plan’ Unchanged.

ported against Ald. Risk’s resolution,
asking that taxes be collected in four
instalments instead of three. 5

Adopiting Controller O'Neill's motion,
the hoard decided that, as @ re
of economy, no Visiting delegations oy
conventions would 'be banqueltted at
the expense of the city' this year.

Brnest Bartlett, brother of Pte. W.:
A. Bartlett, who died on October 27
from illness brought on by a chill cone
tracted at the armories while under=~
going physical examination, appeared
beffore the boand to ask for the inisur~
ance on his brother's life. e, Bart-
lett had previously been a member of
the 70th battalion and was discharged
in October, 1916. As he had been out
of the army over s&ix months the city
has no Mabflity, and Mr, Bantlett was
so informed.

MAY GO OVER.

There is a possibility that the city’s

revenue bill may be leftt over until the
next session of the legislature. Friday
is the last day for introducing prie
vate bills, and the city's bill has mot

even recelved the endorsement of the
board of conitrol.

vice-president of the women’s auxil-
| jary; Mrs. G. Gustar, Miss Sprackiin,
Mrs. White, Mrs. -Dawson and Miss
Zella Kidd.

{ MAY REMIT TAXES,
: Hotels Which Provide Public Lavatory
| Accommodation May Benefit.

It-is probable that $70,000 wil be in-
| serted in the estimates this year to re-
| mit taxes to hotels which will throw

i

|

their lavatory acdcommodation open to |

the public. Damniel Chi

olm, property |
commissioner, made this recornmenda- !

| tion jast year, but no action has been

| taken by this year’s board of conitrol.
l'r‘m plan would serve a dual purpose;
| first in helping out many of ithe stan-
| dard hotels which were hit by
! temperance adt; second, in providing
| much-needed additional lavatory ac-
commodadtion.

ENTERTA!N SOLDIERS.
An excellent concert was given
March 5 at th
pital to the s

on

$Miery and their friends
by the Fred C. Rocke Concert Com-
pany. Glees, quartets, duets, solos
and cornet solos formed the program,
which was much appreciated. "fhiose
taking part were Mr. and Mrs. T,
| Rocke, Nir
| linson, Alf Lockhurst and W. Haw kes.

NO MORE COAL ORDERS.

No more coal orders will be taken i
by the weity after tomorrow, Daniel |
Chisholm, property commissioner, an- |
nounced. The department has itaken |
nearly 8,000 orders ¢ Januvary l

but the situation Muas bee relieved

i
{
|
i
|

|

i slcal cxicnt during the past Vu:ul\.‘

Spaiina Military Hos- |

and Mrs. Green. E. Tom- |

|
|

the |

|
|

{
I
|
|
|

i
|
1

|
|

triumph of 60

years' experience. One

IMPERIAL
ALE . LAGER . STOUT

f These pure hop and malt brews are really delightful — the
f trial will
For Sals at All Hotels and Restourants.  Order by the case from your Grocer or Dealer,
THE O’KEEFE BREWERY CO., LIMITED, TORONTO
PHONE MAIN 4302

convince you,

The boeu-d 'of control yesterday re- 1



