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interwoven with those of Great Britain that hersupremacy on the sea and her perpetual command
of the great commerce of the worid appeal to us andawaken a responsive echo in our country, an echo thatsprmgs from gratitude as well as from self-interestHer rule has been a blessing to civilization and free-dom the world over. Her flag has been the protec
t.on of the oppressed, has led in the vanguard ofcmluation, and has shielded millions from the fatewhich barbarism and ignorance twine around the less
fortunate people. If then we can assist, even in asmall way. but in proportion to our strength and re-
sources in the solidifying of her power, the mainten-
ance of her influence, and the safeguarding of her

this establishment of a Canadian Navy for the pro-
tection of our commerce and the defence of our
coasts, we are displaying to the world our readiness
to do our fair share in the upbuilding of the Empire
to which we are proud to belong.

Let us rise to the height that the event demandsand give our hearts and souls to the celebration of the
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^""^' *^^^ '^ '- begin the workthatwe have before us. Like the advent of the discov-

erer s ship in a new land, the " Niobe " comes to plantthe standard of progress and true Canadian national
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slopes of a glorious fu-
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X .s.on to-day. Welcome, then, and a thousand wel-
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