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PURIM

mSyas lot (^/SoW »X,^,., [HX,\|,|,. This dmv.i-
1. IlUMleqiuCT ","" °' "" "''""^' '""ever, hns but a
Of mtUlas ?"S'" coiinii tion Will, the slory still

• lot'
'i,
^^ ?

'"•"'^•'- <^^l''i'" on our aicipiance

/ c- , . " "" "•"r:>'i"' in which it occurscp ESTHKR). Hi^-auso Han.a.,. .h. arch-en-u v of heJews, cast lots to ascer.aiu the dny favourable for theexecution of the decree .^KainM then,, the fes.ival(«e
are to l«,eve( w.as called in Rrim irnny 'the I o'.sNothing, however, ,n th.' essentials of the festival itselfr«,uired that tlie name of i, should te of that meaningOn the other hand ,f a n<»d inde,x.ndent reason befound lor a n.me Purim, in the sense of lots

°
i. sworth considering whether the name, iK-ing already inexistence may not have sugRested th,- insertion of^th"

epi50<le of Haman s c.-isting lots, into the story, after itsassociation with the festival.

As actually observed, the institution commenced witha fast observed on the tath of Adar. This w.is called

2. Jowiih .'""' f'"^' "f '-*»'•••' nn.! explainetl as

obterranoai '" ""^"'"'y "f the fast which Ksther and
atParim. "'^'' """''* ol'wxd and which she

in cfc u ,ir'"u°'i^'\
'*''"'"l"'rai' tnjoinetl on the Jews

in Shush,in (Esth. 4.6). This fast w.as so intenral i

^'L°L u"
°''«^"'-»"™ 'hat if the ,3th fell on the

^>abbath, the f;ist was put back to the fifth day of theweek, the sixth Ix-ing impossibl for a fast, as the nre-
paration of food for the .sal.b;..., an<l the f.-ast divs
which would follow necessitated tasting tlie dishes r,r'e
pared. The 14th and 15th of Adar were feast d.nvsAs soon as the stars appeare<l on the night of the 12thwhen the 14th began, candles were lighted in all the
houses, as a sign of rejoicing, and the people repaired
to the synagogue. After prayer and thauKsgiving, the
reading of the Roll (Megillah) of Esther began.

n„n.
'* 1'^'; =":=»'"l»"'«;'l by a running translation, with com-menls in the vernacular of the district. The reading wasdramatic in style so as to bring out the full force of the- pas^Je"and the congresatlon punctuated it with curses on Haman o^the ungodly in general, whenever the name was utt "ej ThUafforded an opportunity to exprobrate Christians as well i^Persians, .Mace5onians, or Amarekites; the name in die narra'live |„ ng understood, to cover the others .iccordini; to the

thi"\w'f[ k"" P'ri""' ?' <>PP'«-«'r» ^' 'he lime^ After

Hama^^i , h •?!' "'™"=''' ""= <:"ni--«B-->'ion solemnly Tu^Haman, Zeresh, idolators in general, and pronounce a solemnblessing upon .Mordecai, Esther, the Israelites, and even t^2Oentile Harbonah, because h- hanped Haman.
Then the people return to a light supper of milk and

eggs. In the morning of the 14th, after prayers in the
synagogue, the lesson from the l^aw (Ex. 178-.6) relatine
to the destruction of the Amalekites. of whom was Agac
the ancestor of Haman (Esth. 3 1), is re.id and the
Megillah is rrad again in the same manner as before
It is a sacred duty for all to attend this reading. The
14th day is looked upon as the actual dav of deliverance
and in a .\I.acc. I536 is called Mordecais d.ay. Whcti
the ceremony in the synagogue is over, all give them-
selves up to rejoicings and feastings, which are con-
tinued on the 15th. Excess on these occasions is
excused. The gifts given to the poor, and the
mutual interchange of gifts, are a custom much
honoured. So great was the esteem in which the feast
was held that its observance was regard«i as certain to
survive when the temple and the prophets had failed.
If a second Adar occurred, the festival was repealed if
not the fast.

There seems no reason to doubt that all this, not
intimately connected with the temple, nor altogether in

PURIM
too good reason to perpetuate a f.t-ling of resentment.
ch|mging the people aimed at. from time ,„ ,i

I he details of the observance mav ii.,i aK,.u, h.nebeen the .s.,me
: but in its ess.nti.ir ch.iracter w,- cmrecogmse t,„ Kreat change. If „,. ,|,m,iiss the ,,c. ,,„„tgiven in the Megill.ih itscIf as i„i, ,|,|,. hisfricllv

there,s„.n,s no event so hkely .„ have Ik,-,, ,he o^asl/.no the institution as the d.fe.,1 of Nicniior by luda,
Alnccabrvus, tn the 13th of Ad.ir, xUx 1,, i', \| ,cc
'491. This gave rise to ., festival kept on il,.,t ,|av asNicanors .l.iy, perhaps afnrwanls ir.iiisl, rr^.l to the

inlhri ;
''•'';•'" "'"Ch the victory I.-,;,,,,., known.Such at least is the view taken bv l;rl,t, l>i,- J;,,,m~.-,-

80. Even thenameof lla,l.,ss.,h, Esthers tiist iLime!may Ix; a reminiscence of .Vlasa, where the ballle t.«.k
p ace. It seems evident th.ii, at this ,«.ri,„l, ,„, ..rneral
observance ,,f I'urim by the Jews w.is 11, f„rce. Intimes of such n,ati<,iul exireniitv, popuhir fes|n,,|s mavhave l«en neglected, even if ,he relig.otis feasts were
K"[)l Up. ,

Hut the question arises: Was there no I'urfni f.-ast
U-fore the event j„si me„t,„ne.l ? Many nlt.mpts have
4. PoiBible '" "''"'' '" '^^'Kn to it a more seiieral

non-Jewiih
""''"""»>'•

-^ full-m.xm feast of .\(l.ir IS
natural .suggestion, niadr liv Ewald

8. HUtorieal ""^P'"!? "''h dominant religious senti-

OOCUion of ""^"'' ^'^'" ''^'^ '"'bodiment of a national

iaStltatlOO.
f*^""" "^ intense j.-iy at ~~,mf deliver
ance and a bitter, if veiled, resentment

against some specific oppressors,
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The Jews had but

origin of ,,,,.,
,

PlUlm faait. ' ^^''f- '• \\'inckler regards Purim,

f .
I , ,_

^•""'"''''. Sakaia, etc.. as pnmanlvihe
lestival of the suiwnumer.irv h,imu;)u at the .-lid of
the ye.-,-, which was regentless. an.I an interr,^Mlum in
the calendar, whence en,erged (by l„t?) the consuls
eponyms, or other regular annual rulers. II,s theory
serves to connect many of the Esther i>.-rso,in,,'es with
astral divinities, but seems to demand the last week inAdar for its celebration.

(a) Offert ami iMfarJr.-Thc .assumptions that
there was such a Purim f«ist in older limes, and that
the story of the .Megillah is torrowitl from non Jewish
sources and is radically conm-cted with Purim, have
led to many attempts to discover the source of Inilhm clo.se combination. Guitled by the indic.-itions .,f the
Megillah Itself, Oppert, Knue dcs f.lud,-! Juhn .894
p. 34/.' found many words that he regarde.1 ,ai
lersian, more or less corrupte<l. Lagarde. hovvever,
showed that the resemblances were fallacious and in-
volved too great a stretch of the imagination. Alwve
all, he showed that no Pt-rsian word for • lot could
be the origin of Purim. He fell l«ck on ff and
especially Lucians rei.ling of the name, as ^oepim as
a foundation for the theory th.it Purim w.is a. lineal
descendant of the Persian Karwardig.an, or New Years
Feast. There certainly were elements in the observ-
ances of that day which have counterparts in the Purim
Even, however, if we admit the while-w,ashing etc of
the tombs, vouc,hed for bv .Schwally, as Persian' in
origin there is no evi.letice of its essential connection
with Purim, and all the poetic description of the
Persian feast given by I.agartle only shows its dis-
similarity to Purim. At both, gifts wire distributed to
the poor and to mutual frientls.
The foundalion it,elf is too sliaht. The name *o„pJi,. „aybe t.-.ken as a mere error for ^vf^,«. as is d„ne l,y Kri.i ,,,may he the allempt of a learned (ireek to conn,-, t Ihe festivals

t
f-KVPnan tolonnnR of the translalion lhr,jui.-hout, showsra.her that the translator was unfamiliar with Persian terms and.aimed at find,,,,: an elymoloBy in his own tongue. He mayhave derived Purim from 0ov)>f.r and given it a form «ov(>«.i

to help his derivation.
>i«i/,~i«

The transfer of a New Year's feast to the 14th , f
Adar remains unaccounted for, and such a ch.uiKe is
always a thing difficult to .accomplish in practice.

Ii») /cwrfw.—The publication by Jensen of his I- Umi-
tische E,i;tnnamfn

( ll-'/A-.l/4 37. etc.) brought into
prominence the Babylonian affinities of some parts of
the Megillah. He shower! that whilst Ksther and
Mordecai recall the Uabylonmn Istar and Mard;;!,-
Haman can be t.iken to be' Hrmman the Elamite chief

' Cp A«nattsJepkilMDfkit chr/liinne, Jan. 1864.
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