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tleman referred. I know tliose men who reprobate the embargo,
and who, in convcrsat on, and in newspapers, express their senti-
ments about it, or patronize thoKe who do. Thry are not seekir.g
for offices ; many of them could not be persuaded to accept the
best office in a president's gift ; but to save their country from the
effects of measures, in their view, ahke ruinous and dist^raceful.
They are men, sir, whose age, whose experience, whose know-
ledge, whose wisdom, whose virtue, place them in the first rank
of citizens. They are men, sir, ten of whom, had they been in
Sodom, would have saved that city from destruction Among
them was the immortal Amks, than whom a purer sp rit never left

the earth, fie wrote while he had strength to hold a pen He
died on the anniversary morning of the nation's birth-day—-and
this was among his last prayers : () ! Save my country !

Gentlemen have said much about insurrection and rebellion ;

and, in language not very concdiatory, pointe- all their allu-
sions to the people of New Kngland. Other rulers pronounced
them rebels, more than thirty years ago : while many then unborn
now wish to cover themselves with their mantle, and to share the
honors of the patriots of seventeen hundred and seventy-six.

But why should gentlemen be surprised that great discontmts
prevail in that country ; and that the legislatures, with a delibera-
tion and solemnity which should command attention, have pro-
nounced their opinions of the embargo ? Gentlemen will recollect
that there the revolution began, of which Boston was the cradle.
And if they will turn to the declaration of independence, they will
find one of the reasons for the colonies' separating themselves
from Great Britain, and renouncing the government of the king,
was. their enacting laws ^' for cutting off our tradk with
ALL PARTS OF THK WORLD."

Mr. President, in ^ public document on our tables, we are told,
that " after a period of twenty five years of peace, hardlv inter-
rupted by transient hostilities, and of prosperity unparalleled in the
history of nations, the United States are for the first time, since
the treaty which terminated the revolutionary war, placed in a si-
tuation equally difficult, critical and dangerous."

That our country has enjoyed such unexampled prosperity, I
readily agree : but the firencm is not the first time that these states
have been placed in a dijjicult, critical^ and dangerous situation.

'1 he gentleman from Connecticut yesterday noticed the most
difficult crises. In l?^3, it ivquired all the firmness and immense
popularity of president Washington, to s.em the torrent of popu-
lar delusion, that was hurrying the United States into the vortex of
the French revolution

In 1794, the same steadiness, the same undeviating pprsuit of
the public welfare, in spite of popular clamor and formal opposition,
were necessary to institute a mission to Great Britain, to negotiate and
settle with that government questions of the highest moment to these
states, and which, if they remained much longer unsettled, might
endanger the peace of the nation. That negotiation, committed


