
Ar^, Science, Literature, and Commerce. <)

Icj^islaturt- should be of itself a sufficient reward to the

legislator. In Kngland this is the rule, and instances like our

own Pacific scandal, or the many frauds that blot political

history in the United States is unheard of.

In our country, as in the States, a man ima^^ines that an

evil political deed brings no personal taint ; until men are

made to feel a reproach upon their public honor as keenly as

a wound, the life of the legislator can not be an honest one,

his calling an honorable calling. Honor is everything to most of

the men who serve in Westminster, and for honor alone do

they seek the place: their fortune puts them above the debas-

ing influence money exercises, there vv.- hear nothing of the sin

so familiar to our own ears.

1 am aware that it would be a grave injustice to the

people of a young country to place its representation and its

l.iw-making power solely into the hands of those who could

afford to serve without salary : for, at such a stage in a nation's

life, every Cincinnatus handles his own plough. Hut the

distribution of wealth is now wide enough to make the com-

pensation one of honor; and wherever honor is the sole

reward the best men only strives for the place. Admitting

even that the twenty New York aldermen who perpetrated, in

in the early morning, the foulest act known to municipal

history, were not needy, w-e must concede on the other hand

that they were the product of what is worst and dishonorable

in the wards; if a higher standard of representation had

obtained, candidatures as theirs would have been out of the

question.
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