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on thr way, from his hope of a betfrr lifr, tliis pcnorotin

mail liad nipoatcdly, vlicn the Iroquois rntnc up to me
to tt'ar out my nails, or inflict some other injury, ofl'crcd

liimsclf to tlioni, hcjji^inf^ them to loavo nu; and turn

their ra,t,'(! on him. May the Lord refurn liim a hun-

dred fohl with usuiv for that lieroic charitv, which h:d

him to f,Mvc liis life for Win friends, and for those who
h,id hegotten him in Christ in hondage

!

'I'owaids evcMiiiif^' of that day they carried off Wil-

liam Couture, whom they regarded as a young man of

unparalleled courage, to Tcoiiontogen, the farthest vil-

lage of their territory, and gave him to an Indian fam-

ily. It is the custom of these savages, when tliey sj)are

ii prisoner's life, to adopt liim into some family to ^upply

the jilace of a deceased memher, to whose rights he in

a manner succeeds ; he is suhject thenceforward to no

man's orders except those o^ the head of that family,

who, to acquire this right, ofRsrs some presents. Hut

Kceing that Rene and I were less vigorous, they led us

to the first village, the residence of the party that had

captured us, and left us there till some new resolution

should he taken.

After so many a long day spent fasting, after so many

sleepless nights, after so many wounds and stripes, and

especially after such heai't-rending anguish of mind,

when at lust time was, so to speak, given us to feel our

sufferings, we sank into a state of helplessness, scarce able

to walk, or even stand erect : neither night nor day brought

a moment of repose ; this resulted from many causes,

but chiefly from our still untended Avounds ; this state

was rendered more trying by the myriads of lice, fleas

and bedbugs, of Avhich the maimed and mutilated state


