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for the diflrrcncc In extent. As to foretin trade, fiirely no fliire but MlililkTex will

compare with one th;it has the city of Bnllol to bnall of j not to mention the coalliiig

trad«r in the littK? p^rts of liriJgowatcr and Minhcad.

We then entered Wihfhire, the northern part of which is full of plm'Tant rifings,

and watered with clear ftrcpms. It ivas once overlpread with woods, which are now
in a nunner quite deftroyed. The foil ff tlii» part of the country being clay, is confe-

quently trouljlefonie foniL'times tu travellers ; but here is a great variety of delij^htlul

profpeOs, to make ih«'in amends. And n»y tutor told me, that a good author of their

own made this remark of Wiltfhire: " That an ox, left to himfelf, would, of all

•* Kngland, chufe to live in the north of this county, a ftieep in the fouth part of it,

" and a man in the middle between both ; as partaking of the pleafure of the ]»Iain,

•• and the plenty of the deep country." The foil of the vale is very fruitful, and
affords great quantity of as good cheefe as any in England ; and though that of the

hills is m fonie places chalky, and barren enough, yet its cheapnefs makes it bene-

ficial to the neighbouring farmers. I have been told on the fpot, that on the downs
betwixt Sandy-lane and Marlborough, and between the Dcvizts and Salifbury, hun-

dreds of acres have been rented at a groat an acre per anr{ftm. But the numerous
flocks of flieep fed there turn much more to the profit of the proprietors. The abun-

dance of wool which thefe fheep produce, invited the inhabitants :o fall vcrv much
into the clothing trade ; and the bed broad clothe, both white and dyed, in England,

arc made in the welt an ' north parts of this county, and indeed, in tne fouth and ealt

parts too, but not in fucu quantities.

Fuel is not very plenty in this county, which has no coal pits, nor indeed much
wood :

' lis produ^ive, however, of all forts of grain, efpecially wheat.

From Wiltfliire we departed for Hampfliire or Hantftiire, by fome called the county

of Southampton. This is the county where I faw, what my tutor had before told me,
the trad of land, called New Foreft, which was enlarged by William the Conqueror at

the deftruftion of feveral towns and villages, and 36 parifhes, being computed 50 miles

in compafs ; and became remarkable for the death of two of his fons and a grandfon,

who loit their lives Itrangely in this foreft.

The air of this county is moft pure and piercing, efpecially the downs, of which
ihere is a ridge that runs almoft athwart it, and affords plenty of game. The foil is

various as to its fertility, the hilly parts being barren, like other downs, and fit only for

ftieep ; but the lower grounds are fruitful in corn and herbage. It produces great quan-
tities of all manii'T of grain, particularly wheat and barley, with which it fupplies the

flourilhing markets of Farnham, Bafingftoke, and Reading ; and their teams of

horfes, many of which are fit for the beft coach in the kingdom, fliew the wealth of the

farmer. The arable ground, though very ilony, is fruitful ; for the ftones lie loofe

upon the foil : and thofe who are well (killed in agriculture affirm, that they keep it

warm, and that therefore, the taking them away would do more hurt than good. This
county is particularly famous for its honey, with which they make moft excellent

mead and metheglin. Hampfhire bacon is allowed by all to be the beft in England, the

fwine being fupplied with acorns in plenty, from the New Foreft, and other woods, in

which they are fuffered to run at large : And the delicacy of their flefli is attributed to

their not being pent up in ftyes. Kerfey and cloth are made h'.'re j and though not in

fo great plenty as in Wiltftiire, Somerfetlhire, and Gloucefterfiiire, yet there is enough
made, not only for home confumption, but for a foreign trade. Its fea-coafts furniftj

oyflers, lobfters, and other fait water filh, And indeed, both for profit and pleafure,

there is not a more inviting county in Great Bntain.
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