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incn have rebelle.l against society and have
preached rebellion because of the fearful
contrast between riches and poverty: but
It was not poverty that made Morris rebelso much as the nature of the work which
in our time most poor men have to do. He
believed that their work was joyless as itnever had been before; and that, not povertywas to him the peculiar evil of our time
against which, as a workman himself, he
rebelled and wished the poor to rebel. Theyknew, of course, that they were poor, but they
were not aware of this peculiar penalty of
their poverty; and he was determined tom^ke both them and the rich aware of itHe would open men's eyes to the meaaina
of his prevailing ugliness. He would makethe neh see that they too were poorer thana peasant of the thirteenth century, in thatthere was no beauty of their own ' ti„,e inwhich they could take delight as if it werea general happiness, but on!y an ugliness
that must dispirit them like a general '

unhappiness.
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So he turned away from his art to preach
to men hke a Hebrew prophet; but the
valMe of his preaching lay in the fact that .

he was attacking a new evil that had grown j


