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formed for tho attack with tlio liglit company of the 41>>t, under Lieut.

Mclntyre, and the two companies of th<' I'.tth. still commandi.! l>y tbt;

dauntless Dennis, on the left of the line next tlie Indians, sui)i)ort<Ml Wy

a small battalion ol' militia, under Lieut.Col. T. [jii'lcr. The centre and

right wing were coLiposed of the five remaining; comitanies of the list,

having in .support tlie restot the militia under Liuut.-Col. Thomas (Jlarke.

The two small field-pieces, drawn hy men with drag ropes, preceded the

advance of the line, which was necessarily ilelibcrate.

The number of combatants actually ariMved against them at that

moment cannot be exactly stated, but could iiardly have been loss than

nine hundred, of whom more than half were it'L^ulars. Like the British,

the force was made up of d«'tachment8 from many different battalioub.

Its ranks had ''ecu much diminished by desertions since the Indians had

renewed the fight, num])e!s of men stealing down to the river ;a!l lurk-

ing there in the hope of finduig means of escape. Perceiving that Sheallu

was preparing for a decisivti attack upon ids jiositioa, and jtrobably

having no desire to grac(^ his triunjph as a prisoner, General Van Kens-

selaeT' deferrained to- leturn lo iA'wistom with the lingering hope of

enlisting a rcinforc*nsont irom the large body of militia still congregatt d

there. He had scarcisly entered his boat, wlu-n tho skulkers at the land-

ing crowded into it in such numbers, that it was in actual danger

of being swamped by their .weight, and pushed oif heedless alike of his

threats and entreatifs

His departure left (,V)Ionel Scott in command, having under Id:

Colonel ('lii^stie and Brigadierdeneral Wadsworth. 8hea!le's n\ovi'

ment obliged liim to abandon his nu'-ompletod lie.ldworks, and take up

anew position on the crown o[ the heights, where a slight barricade

was hastily cxtempoii/'d with fence-rails, logs, ami brushwood, with iht>.

left flank resting on th 'Mlge of the clill, and the riflemen on the otlui,

facing the Indians from among the brushdiuts, formerly occupied by the

40tli light company. Th(> guu in the redan could not be made to bear

in this direction, and his solitary field-pieco was therefort' planted in

front of the cfrntrc of the line, near tho sile of the present mouumont.

While waiting the attack, Scott received a message from Van Konssf-


