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unrest and agitation of their soul ; the chill of a great

fear fell upon them, as the spectral Shadow, as they

thought it, stood before them. " Why are ye troubled ?
"

asks Jesus, " and wherefore do reasonings arise in

your hearts ? " for they fairly trembled with fear, as

the word would imply. "See My hands and My feet,

that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit

hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold Me having." He
then extended His hands, drew back His robe from His

feet, and, as St. John says, uncovered His side, that

they might see the wounds of the nails and the spear,

and that by these visible, tangible proofs they might

be convinced of the reality of His Resurrection body.

It was enough ; their hearts in an instant swung round

from an extreme of fear to an extreme of joy, a sort

of wild joy, in which Reason for the moment became

confused, and Faith bewildered. But while the heavenly

trance is yet upon them Jesus recalls them to earthly

things, asking if they have any meat ; and when they

give Him a piece of a broiled fish, some of the remnants

of their own repast. He takes and eats before them all

;

not that now He needed the sustenance of earthly food,

in His resurrection life, but that by this simple act He
might put another seal upon His true humanity. It

was a kind of sacrament, showing forth His oneness

with His ovn ; that on the farther side of the grave,

in His exaltation, as on this, in His humiliation, He was
still the " Son of man," interested in all things, even

the commonplaces, of humanity.

The interview was not for long, for the risen Christ

dwelt apart from His disciples, coming to them at

uncertain times and only for brief spaces. He lingers,

however, now, to explain to the eleven, as before to

the two, the great mystery of the Redemption. He


