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LlllARV or CoNOtlM,
WAtNINUTUN, tkt. J, 1I77.

DiAi Sit t You Ilk my opinion concerning ihe value uf yviM " Dittiuniiry of
American Buoki." 1 regard it ai the bcil, and, in fact, the oaty appruiimaiely rum-
plete bibliography of American bouki, or of worki relating in any manner tu thit

country, which eiiiti. Very respectfully, ,

A. R. SrorroRD, LUmritm »/ Congrai.

M», JoMra Saiin.

7»t Smvcb St., Msy lyb, it;!.
DiA* Mr. Stoni t When I wai Utt in New York—about the middle of Febru-

arv—I underitood that the " Dictionary of Booki on America" of Mr. Sabin, on
which I have been accustomed very much to rely in matter* connrcted with our Amer-
ican Hiitoricat Bibliology, had been attacked for omiiiiona and inaccuraciet. I did not

hear in what Review, nor whether in a way that wai in the coune of fair literary judg-
ment, or only in lume way indicating an envious or interested source.

I have always looked upon Sabin's book as one of vast research { one, indeed, that

is an honor to our American bibliology } and hearing lately of a copy that might be
bought at a price somewhat below the subscription-price was inclined, if a person who
had a previous offer of it did not take it, to buy it.

You, of course, in your official capacity and from the character of your studies,

must know by experimental information as well as by the judgment «f scholars, in what
estimate the book deserves to be held. May I ask the favor of you to let me know
whether you have ever had any reason to question the great value of the book, yourself,

or have ever heard any literary judgments, which ought to lead any one to question it.

Of course, there must, in any work so immensely eatensive, and dealing with
books of which so many can rarely or never be seen—be many omissions and many
errors of misstatement. I, myself, who have examined more fully than anybody
known to me, the bibliology of the British and American Law Reports, had to

observe (Pref. to 3d ed. of the Reporters, p. 38) that "any person, in characterizing

one af^er another, a series of books so immensely numerous aa the Britiib Reports,
must take much of his criticism upon trust." Yet one and alt of these Reports may
be seen in a few libraries } not all in one library but all in certain libraries easily to be

inspected. This could not be affirmed of the books that Sabin speaks of. I presume
that some do not exist, or cannot be proved to exist { at any rate are inaccessible to one
and the same man. What I want to know from you is, whether from actual and
experimental observation or from what you have ever heard from bihUologists of char-

acter, you have ever had any reason to doubt of the great and enduriag value of Sabin't

book to every scholar engaged in the study of our history. I am, AMtiir,
With much respect, yoMs truly.

Ma. Frcdikick D. Stonb, John Wm. Wallace.
Librarian of the Hiuerical Socltij tf Pentiiy/vania.
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The Historical Socibtt op Pxnnsylvania,

Philadklphia, Atty 15, 1878.

My diar Sir : In reply to yours of the 1 3th ult., asking if I had ever any reuon

to question the value, etc., of M'. Sabin's " Dictionary of Books lelating to America,"

I must say, that hr from doing so I have always placed the Mgll^ value on the work,

and consider it wonderfully accurate end complete.

The opinion I have formed is npported by the unqualified terms of praise in

which I have heard memben of tbh Society speak of Mr. Sabiii's work, after having

consulted it; and I am unable to see how any one interested in American History,

could allow such errors as may have crept into the Dictionary—and what work of its

character is free from them—to impair in his mind the value of the whole.

I am, dear sir, very truly yours,

Hon. John William WalIacb, F. D. Stonb, Liirarian.

Preiidtnt tf tbt Ifittorieai Sotit^ of P*nnrflvMM,
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