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the love of God, that w« keep his vommandmeut?.'' 1 John v. 3. ^' If a

man lovt m*ht toill ofrtervt my uxtni; and my Father vfill love Mm, and we tvill

come to him and dwell with him. He who lores me not disregards my words.'*

John xiv. 23. " Abide In me and I will abide in you." John xr. 4. " If

you keep my commandments, you shall continue in my lore," vtrse in.

There is another class of passages as " Boru of water and of the Spirit,"

" of his own will he begat us by the word of truth," James i. 18. " Where-

fore, having purified your souls by obeying the truth through the Spirit, to

unfeigned brotherly love ; love one another from a pure heart, fervently,

havinj; Ijeen regenerated, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through

the umrit of the living God which remains." 1 Peter i. 22. " Ho saved us *

through the bath of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit." Titus iii.

5. All being equivalent to the saying of Christ, " He v/ho shall believe and

be immersed, shall be saved." Mark sir. 16.

The words of God spoken by the Spirit through the Apostles, believed

" with the heart unto righteousness," is the renewing of the Holy Spirit ; the

reviving of the life of man to righteousness and holiness; is that btgttling

so frequently spoken of in the Scriptures and the " l)ath of regeneration" or

immersion in water, or emergring from the womb of waters, is that bringing

forth, or birth, or being born again ; also so fret^aUy referred to, and

which is only explicable by these facts.

The leading Scriptures, often referred to, to support'the fancies of " religious

men," as to spiritual influevoet, scarcely bear the construction put upon

thpm when examined in the light iMtM tht factti throw upon them. The

Holy Spirit was promised by God " to them who ask him," according to his

will, and the promise was fulfilled, '* distributing to each respectively as he

pleases." Don't let imaginatioQr carry you beyond the facts, and there is

no dMBcttlty. " The Spirit breathes [or speaks] when he pleases, and you

hear the report of him, bnt'know not whence he came or whither he goes
;

so Is every one [btgol.l^'n] who is born of the Spirit," John iii. 5. So is

every one begotten^^liat is by hearing the report or words of the Spirit. " So

then faith come§ tiy bearit>g, and hearing by the word of God." Rom. x. 17.

Why should .\be word translated " wind" in the common version, be so

translated \n thi» instance, when in every other place—over two hundred

tlaiRlrr!j^the Scriptures but one, it is translated " Spirit," as it is translated

above, and makes sense which it never did as translated in the common

version, and which no person ever understood, although many fancied they

dii.

Another, and probably more frequently quoted passage is, "Also the

Si>irit bears witness, together with our Spirit, that %ire are the children of

God," Rom. viii. 16, or as it is in the common version, ** beats witness with

our Spirit.' The usual construction is as if it read bears witness to our

Spirit or upon, our Spirit. What does the i;assage state ? that the Holy

3pirit bears witness, or is a witoess, " together with our Spirit;;" another
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